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pA oe 
"£0 GAS COMPANIES, 


OGHEAD CANNEL COAL— 


This is the most highly bituminous coal known, 
and, therefore, peculiarly adapted for mixing with 











"CANNEL COAL. 
AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 18 8, Cannel 
Coal was then little usedip London: after surmounti 











inferior cathe in ae Manufacture of Gas, A arse COWEN’S PATENT FIRE CLAY RETORTS, much opp it has the principal oer fi 
urpose it is exclusively used. One ton of it yields Coal used in the,-Metropolis, and has y assis 
3.500 cubic feet of gas, of the specific gravity of JOS. COWEN and CO., in improving the -London-gas. Its t-products of 
; and a burner consuming at the rate of 1 cubic BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, gas of high illuminating power, and co ool quod que. | 
foot per hour, gives alight equal to 84 spermaceti can- | Were the only parties to whom a Prizt MgpaL was | make it one of the most economical coals known. } 


dies, each consuming 120 grains of sperm per hour, | awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas | used by all the London Gas er well as by 

The light yielded by one ton of this coal is equal to that | Retorts and orHex OBsEcTs in Fire Cray.” many Provincial and Foreign. e Crystal Palace was 

from 1990 lbs. of aperm candles; whereas that from the J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- | lighted from it in 1851, aad the Post-office, Bank, and | 

same quantity of Newcastle Caking Coal is only equal | tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retortsin the United mes Office, are at ent. 

to 420 lbs.; and that from the best Wigan Cannel Coal | Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 

is only 750 Ibs. of sperm candles: It can be shipped at | shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other FIRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory 
} 


any of the ports in the Frith of Forth or the Clyde. article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their | established in 1804. 
1 ‘or terms and other particulars apply to works as above. RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE. 
| R. W. Ditece and Co., _ Also, owners of BLaypDon Burn Cortrery, from Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 
Sole Agents, which ** Cowen’s CANNEL COAL,” extensively used in Address G. H. Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chase, New- 


g 
67, Upper Thames-street, London. | Metropolitan and other Gas Works, and “ Cowen’s | castle-on-Tyne. 
— GARESFIELD COAL,” are obtained. From the latter, April 27, 1851. 


IRON TANKS FOR SH 5 “* Cowgn’s GARESFIELD Coke” is made, the superior 
0 be sold, three Tron ne ga quality of which is well known, , = IMPORTANT TO GAS COMPANIES. 

34 feet diameter, by 18 feet deep, as they stand, mn SESE Nh Sar, Oe ‘WASHED COAL for Gas MAKING. 
quite convenient for removal by water carriage. They From Experiments lately made on a véry large } 
=e as good as ane. im Telescope Gasholders of the ae = be peer Baas pralvy = } 

ize, toge' th § 4 Ral n im a 
wats, | —— ee of a better quality than from a Ton of Round or Best | 
Coal, —_ in districts where the coal is of a! 
second-rate quality, All the pyrites and strange matter 

















Weights, &c, may also be had if required. 
Apply to the ENGcInegs, Phenix Gas Works, 70 








Bankside, SouTHWARK. PATENT IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, OF ALL KINDS | mechanically combined being effectually removed from 
| AND G5SES, FOR GAS, STEAM, AUD WATER. the slack, the process of purification is also rendered 
TO GAS-FITTERS. LAP-WELDRD FLUES FOR BOILERS. much cheaper and easier, and the Coke produced | 

° pe! ’ P 

WAnNten, a Steady and Industrious GALVANIZED TUBES, SHERT-IRON, &C. os 2 — entirely A. a ~~, sae! 

t ., ashing Machiues, constructed to be worked by ONE | 
Young Man. He must be a thorough good J OHN RUS $ ELL AN D Cc 0., Man, — j wash Ten Tons of Slack per diem, have now | 


| Fitter, Main and Service La’ bl - - “ A 
| either the Forge or ote = yn ea CHURCH-HILL, WEDNESBURY, been extensively in use for Tuareg years in the County 
|! Works, Hytug, Kent. ‘ TUBING MANUFACTURERS from the COMMENCEMENT | Of Cumberland. Gas Companies desi of reducing 
j!— 4 LiGHTING by Gas, and previously Contractors with | their Coal Bills might use these oe a very 
| i the Government and East India Company for Gun | great advantage on their premises. e total expense | 
| A GENTLEMAN, who is about | Barrels, which were also first supplied by them to Gas | Of washing a ton of the foulest Slack does not exceed 


closing an engagement on the Continent as a | Companies, and used for the distribution of gas. 4d., and the cost of a Machine extremely moderate. | 
All particulars furnished on application to Mr. | 










































RESIDENT ENGINEER in the establishment of LONDON ESTABLISHMENT, ion 
Gas-works, and who speaks German, is desirous of a __ 69, UPPER THAMES-STREET. PRESTON LuMB, 33, Beaufort-street, King’s-road, | 
g t.—Address to “‘ Justicia,” office of this N.B. Every Tube is proved by Hydraulic Pressure | CHBLSRA. 
JOURNAL, 3, Parliament-street, WESTMINSTER. before leaving the Works. 
CONTRACTS FOR GAS COALS. — 
FOR SALE. epecine ee CUBIC FEET OF Gas, IGHT Thousand Tons of Bituminous 
small Gas ;. : . | Specific Gravity 820, produced from a ton of BATH- GAS COALS wanted by the SPANISH GAS- | 
A a. jasholder, 8 feet in diame VILLE CANNEL COAL, a Coal identical with that | LIGHT COMPANY of HAVANA. For terms, condi- | 
Wheels, Chains, Balance-weights, a Ales. 4 wnat named Bathgate, Boghead and Torbane Mineral. tions, &c., apply to the Agents of said Company, | 
Hydraulic Main, three 2-in. Iron Cocks, Bends, &e. JAMES LAWRIE and CO Sees, Hane, Renn. ses eae Levens 
Apply to Mr. W. Gregn, Gas Works, Dartroro. COUSIN ee cg Movin’ Proposals to be mailed to the Spanisu Gas LIGHT 
SI) 3 oe THAMES STREET, | Company of Havana, on or before me 15, —— = 
} OLE AGENTS. oviting a copy of the same with the agents o e 
| ‘ GAS MANAGER WANTED. Messrs. LAWRIE and Co. are also Sole Agents for the Boanpeny at Liverpool. . 
Joint Stock Company, in a pro- excellent KNIGHTS WOOD CANNEL, used by London 
vineial town in the west of England, are in Companies, and are Makers of RETORTS, Clay and FOR SALE, AS GOOD AS NEW, 
_ want of a MANAGER of experienceand ability, to take Iron; SOCKET PIPES; and all kinds of CASTINGS. Oast-iron Tank and Gasholder. 
the superintendence of their Works. A liberal salary ith Col d Counter Weights lete, 
| will be paid and residence provided, A gentleman who yn AY 1851 Se a eee 
Sad eg AN ae gy A lication podertohing Tank . .... 35 ft. 9in. by 12 ft. 9 in, 
paid) may be made to W. G., at 0.1 Gashoider.. 35 ft. 0 in. by 12 ft. 6 in. 
Wellington-terrace HaRRow-Roab r P iti Contains for delivery .. .. 12,000 feet. | 
References will ‘be ired as to ch ter and 7 ~~, > Taken down through the erection of a larger one. 
| experience ” 4 . Be Se Apply at Joun Vickary’s, Gasholder and General 
pam . + ‘ o Gas Apparatus Works, EX&Ter. i 











JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


‘WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, and 81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON 
| PATENTEES, INVENTORS, AND FIRST MAKERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON GAS TUBING, 


! commencing from the eariiest introduction of Gas Lighting into this country. } 
Manufacturers of every size and description of Wrought-iron Tubes and Fittings. from one-eighth up ta seven-inch internal diameter, for Gas, Steam, or Water. 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF FHE | 


LAP-WELDED FLUES, 


; for Marine, Locomotive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Inventors And Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED STEAM AND GAS COCKS, 


in Tron or Gun Metal, from three-eighths to six-inch bore. Manufacturers of every description of hand-screwing 


! 
STOCKS, DIES, AND TAPS, 
| for Gasfitters and Engineering purposes. 

Manufacturers of Coils, for hot water and other purposes; Casing of all sizes, with flush joints, for Well-sinkers; Bimgting Tubes; Buffer Tubes for Railway | 
Carriages; Tubes for Roller Beams; Spindles, Shafts, Pendulums, Hydraulic Presses, Core Bars, Steam Gauges, &c. &c. ee 
James Russg£Lu and Sons beg to call the attention of Engineers, Builders, Water Companies, and others, to their . } 
PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES, 
|which preserve water or other liquids conveyed by them in a perfectly limpid condition; whilst the Enamel itself is as pure as the finest Poréélain, possessing the 
| rare re ndation of being entirely free from any noxious ingredient in its composition. 

Lists, Estimates, &c. &c., forwarded on application; orders, from 10 to 100.000 feet of gas tube, executed at twelve hours’ notice if required; ‘aud quality may be 
| afely relied upon, as all yoods are most carefully tested before leaving the Works. 
| 





Jawres Russg@vi and Sons have great pleasure in calling attention to the annexed award :— 

“ EXHIBITION OF THE INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS, NEW YORK. eae: 
os “ Office: No, 6, Charing-cross, London, April 6, 1894. 

Genflemen,—I have much pleasure in informing you that the Jury has awarded to your firm ‘ HONOURABLE MENTION FoR Lapv-wsLpep Iron Tuses,)..You are 

oe liberty, Bree on it likely to promote your mercantile advantage, to affix to these articles, during the season 1854, a card whercon this Award is printed, andaleo 

rices, “yas. F : , er 4 

P with name of agent, &c.—1 am. gentlemen, your obedient servant, “ Joun H. Bou. Seoretarge yy 


, 
“a 


“* Messrs. JamMEs RussELL and Sons, Wednesbury, STAFFORDSHIRE.” 
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, ELEVATION, 
with Front removed and Valve-box broken. 


The most obvious improvements are— 


without registering. 


PLAN. 
Valye-box broken away to 


W. J. WARNER'S PATENT DRY GAS 














SECTIONAL 
ELEVATION. 


show Valves. 


THOMAS EDGE 





METER. 


| begs to inform Gas Companies and Consumers that he has become the Proprietor of the above Patent; and that, having made arrangeménts for the Manufacture of the 


same on an extensive scale, he is prepared to supply all sizes in any quantities. 
The advantages of this Meter have been recognised by the highest authorities, and those who have tested and used them. 


1. The movements of the Valve Cover at its base, so that uo deposition on the face of the Valve can cause the Cover to tilt, and thus allow the Gas to pass 
2. The protection of the whole of the Machinery in the upper chamber from the action of the Gas, which has never before been accomplished. 
3. Greater simplicity, and a less amount of flexible material in the Diaphragms than in any other make. 


These Meters, and also the Patent Lever Valve Wet Meters can have either the Common Index or Patent Indicator attached; and are manufactured, with Station 
Meters, Governors, Pressure Registers, Gauges, Gas Fittings, and every description of Gas Apparatus, at the Works, Great Peter-street, WESTMINSTER. 


City OFrrFicr, and Depot for Meters, Pipe Barrel, and Fittings, 9, WALBROOK, Mansion-house. 


























Front View. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO. 
(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 

COTTAGE-LANE, CITY-ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg most respectfully to announce that, in addition 
|to the continued manufacture of GAS METERS, 
they manufacture Meters for measuring Water, Spirite, 
| &e. (commenced under Patent, in 1849, by the late Mr. 
| William Parkinson). 
| N.B. These Meters are as simple and durable as 
| the Gas Meter, and as correct as thatinstrument under 
| the most careful manipulation. 








| TO GAS CONTRACTORS. 


|"NHE Directors of the Richmond Gas 
COMPANY are prepared to receive TENDERS 
| for the supply and erection of Three DRY LIME 
| PURIFIERS. The Plans and Specifications may be 
| seen at the Gas Works, Richmond, Surrey, on and after 
|| the 4th inst., between the hours of eleven and four 
! o’clock, Tenders to be delivered under seal, addressed 
to the Secretary of the Gas Company, Ricumonp, 
Surrey, on or before MONDAY, the Mth inst. 
| The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest, or any Tender. 





R. P. Spice, Engireer, 





ON SALE, 


Richmond, May 2, 1855. 
A STATION METER, in excellent 
working condition, in circular cast-iron case, 
| about 7 ft.6 in. diameter by 6 ft. deep, 8 in. connections, 
;made by the late Mr. Crosly, of London; complete 
with Clock, ‘Tell-tale, Water-line, Pressure-gauge, and 
| Overflow. 
| _ ‘The above meter, one of two now fixed at the Salford 
Gas Works, i3 being removed to make way for a larger 
one.—For price, &c., apply to Mr. H. BRoTHERs, 
Engineer, Gas Works, SALFORD. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





! 
TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ANTED, by a Young Man. aged 31, 
a Situation as SUB-ENGINEER or MANAGER 
of asmall Work. He has a thorough practical know- 
ledge of the most modern and approved modes of 
manufacturing gas, setting retorts, laying mains, gas- 
fitting, general construction or repairs of works, dis- 
tribution of gas; can prepare plans, take out quantities, 
and is thoroughly acquainted with all details of gas- 
works; has the management of agas-work, Satisfactory 
| testimonia!s of ability and character from the directors 
| he is just ing 
Address, E. C., Post-office, FAIRFORD. 
JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Bann Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materi*}s, and warranted to register correctly. 


ANTED, for a Small Country 
Gas Work, where a Cosl-trade is carried on, a 
ING MAN who is thoroughly acquainted with 
his business, Noone need apply whose character will 
wot bear the strictest inquiry. Application to be made 
by letter, addressed to L. F., care of the Editor of this 
JouRNAL. 





AVIng, 








WORK 














FOR SALE AT HALF-PRICE. 
quantity of Dry Meters, Manuiac- 


tured by W.SUGG, Marsham-street, Westimin- 


| ster.—Applications to be made by letter only, addressed 


8. M., Office of this JouRNAL, 3, Parliament-street, 
WESTMINSTER. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, &e. 
ANTED, for a provincial town, a 
good Second-hand CAST-IRON TANK, 31 

feet diameter, hy I6 feet deep. 
Address, ** GAsHOLDER,” Office of this PAPER. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


EW PELTON MAIN GAS COAL. 

Parties wanting a supply of these first-class 

GA3 COALS, which are extensively used in the London 

and other gas works, will please to apply to Mr. JAMES 
»OICRY, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 








DOVER GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


HE Directors are willing to receive 

TENDERS for the supply of 

215 10-inch cast-iron Socket Pipes, in lengths of 

3 yards each, 
4 10-inch Quarter Bends. 
8 10-inch Tees with 4-inch outlets. 
1 10-inch Tee with six-inch outlet. 
1 Spigot Piece, 10-inch Socket, 6-inch Spigot. 
2 ten-inch Syphons. 

Each pipe is to be perfectly cylindrical inside and 
outside, of an equal thickness all round; to weigh 
between 4 cwt, 2 qrs. and 4 ewt.3 qrsa., and proved 
under a pressure of 250 feet head of water, and the 
weight thereof to be distinctly marked thereon in 
white faint. ; 

Tenders, stating the price at per ton delivered in 
Dover harbour, at Fresh-wharf, London-bridge, or in 
the Tyne, and naming the last day for shipment, are to 
be left at my office on or before the May 11, i855. 

Cash payment within 14 days after receipt of the 
Castings at Dover, By order, 

R. H. Jongs, Secretary. 

Dover, April 26, 1855. 


FIRE-PROOF PREMISES FOR SALE. 


HE Substantial Premises in Green- 
SIDE-LANE, EDINBURGH, floored with Lron 
Beams and Brick Arches, with Iron Roof, built for, and 
long successfully occupied as, a Gas Meter Factory 
by. Mesers. James CoCHRANE and Co., together with 
the Steam Engine, Touls, and Apparatus required for 
that business. 

The Building is about 120 feet long by 44 feet wide, 
and consists partly of two and partly of three ftats. The 
principal workroom is about 80 feet by 46 feet, lighted 
from the roof, and overlooked by the counting-room and 
private office, and connected with storeroom, pattern- 
room, &c. The middle flat consists of casting-~hop, 
engine-room, and a workshop, about 40 feet by 33 feet, 
Tne lower flat has several cellars, and a workshop 
about 40 feet by 33 feet. ‘There is also a small dwelling- 
house attached. The whole building is so constructed 
that (having three sides to the street) most of the apart- 
ments have a separate entrance, and may be occupied 
together or separately, h 

Part of the price may remain on the security of the 
property, if required, 

There is a ground annual of £4. 103.—No feu duty. 

Price of the whole, £1600.—The stock, which is now 
very small, may be had, if wanted. 

If not sold privately in one month, they will be ex- 
posed to public roup. 

To be seen by ticket only. Apply to Mr. COCHRANE 














f-EW INSTRUMENTS for the 


USE OF GAS COMPANIES. 


HOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST. 
APPARATUS, INCLUDING GRADUATED TUBE AND 
EQUALISING CYLINDER, £1. ls, 

Bromine, 3s. per ounce. 

AN APPARATUS FOR TESTING THE PRESENCE OF 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON IN GAS. 

It has frequently been remarked by chemists that 
even when the acetate of lead testis applied to coal gas, 
and indicates perfect freedom from sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, indications are still given during its come 
bustion which would lead to the supposition that 
some other compound of sulphur exists in it. The 
above instrument affords positive proof that this is the ! 
case, and leaves little doubt that that compound is sul- 
phuret of carbon. This test will detect the presence of | 
sulphur in whatever form it may exist, and is much || 
more delicate than the acetate of lead test, even for sul- || 
phuretted hydrogen. } 

Cost of apparatus, £2. 2s. | 
A REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE. | 

It is important to gas companies to know the | 
pressure at various parts of their districts during the 
snecessive hours of the night, for the better regulation 
of their initial pressure at the Works. This compact 
apparatus, capable of being placed in a space of less 
than one foot cube, is intended to supply this infor- 
mation. Price £7. 10s. 

Station Meters, Pressure Gauges, Photometers, Spe- | 
cific Gravity Apparatus, &c. | 

CONSUMERS’ METERS | 
at the List price, with a liberal discount to wholesale 
purchasers. | 
ALEXANDER WRIGHT, | 
Gas ENGINEER, 
55, MILLBANK-STREET, WESTMINSTER. | 


RWIRTLEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 








Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con-| 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. | 
Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 67, Mark-lane | 


ANTED, a Situation as Working 
MANAGER of a Gas Work. The Advertiser 
has had considerable experience in the Erection and 
Management of Gas-works, Repairing Meters, Gas- 
fitting, &c., and can produce Testimonials from his 
last situation, where he was Manager for ten years. 
Has no objection to contract at per yard for the laying 
of Gas or Water Mains. 
Letters to be addressed to W. H. S., care of the 
Editor of this JourNaL, No.3, PARLIAMENT-STREBT, 
Westminster. 4 


ANTED, by a Person who is fully 
competent, a,Situation as COLLECTOR and 
INSPECUOR, or to take the entire Out-door Manage- 
ment of Main and Service Layers ; or, if in the country, 
to take the Management of the Books, Iuspect Meters, 
Collect Accounts, &e, Has had some years’ experience, 
and well understands the working of Wet and Dry 
Meters ; and, in fact, the complete routine of a‘London 
Gas Company’s Office, and our out-door duties. Would 
have no objection to look after the Out-door Depart- 
ment of a large Gasfitting Establishment. 
Address M. A, L., 10, King-square, Goswell-road, 
Lonpon. 
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Charing-cross Money Order Office. 
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of each year. All subscriptions commence from the 10th of 
January in each year. ; 
Communications and orders for Advertisements to be addressed to 
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ERRATUM. 


Our attention has been called to an error in the Share Lists for 
February and April last, in which the dividend payable on the 
Anglo-Romano shares has been accidentally inserted in the price 
column. The last sales have been at £10 per share; and the satis- 
factory accounts lately received from Rome of the increasing demand 
for gas promises to make this undertaking more than ordinarily 
profitable. 











The offices of the Editor are removed from No. 32, Bucklersbury, 


to No. 3, Parliament-street, Westminster. 


fircular to Gas Compantes. 


Arter the guarded manner in which we last month announced 
that the president of the General Board of Health had consented 
to makesomeconcessions for protecting gas and water companies 
against the threatened competition of the rate-paying public, 
it will create little surprise on the part of our readers when 
they are informed that a series of additional clauses have been 
added to the Public Health Bill, and many of those already 
conceded have been so modified, as practically to restore the 
original provisions of the bill, with all their unconstitutional 
pains and penalties. The committe is now considering its 
report with closed doors ; and, as the bills have not yet been re- 
printed, their exact terms are not publicly known; enough, 
however, has transpired with regard to their nature to show 
that it is intended, if possible, to subject the whole manu- 
facturing industry of the country to the direct and despotic 
control of the “ functioneers,”” whose crusade against those 
whom they are pleased to nickname “ jobbing engineers” has 











brought upon the General Board of Health much of the con- 
tempt and discredit its late proceedings have deservedly merited. 
The City of London Bill and the Surrey Districting Gas Bill 
have been abandoned, and the oppositions to the other gas 
bills of the session have been withdrawn, with the exception of | 
that of the Newport (Monmouthshire), which bill has, however, | 
been successfully carried through committee. The Surrey Bill 
has fallen a victim to a Frankenstein-like monster, which the| 
promoters of the Surrey Consumers’ Company have themselves | 
called into existence. The Pheenix, South Metropolitan, and| 
London Companies had really no interest in prosecuting the| 
measure, which was simply a bill of indemnity, to protect the| 
Surrey Consumers’ Company against the indignant retribution | 
of an outraged public. That public, feeling it had been betrayed 
and sold, rose up en masse, and demanded “‘ material guaran- 
tees”’ for the future. The nature of some of these may be} 
gathered from the following clause :— 


“« And whereas gas was on the Ist day of January, 1852, charged for by | 
the said gas companies to the consumers in certain limits of the said dis- | 
tricts so assigned to each of the said companies by the said map, at 4s. per | 
1000 cubic feet, and which limits are defined in the schedule to this act, 
be it enacted, that the maximum price which the said companies, or any 
or either of them, shall be at liberty to charge for their gas supplied from 
time to time to any persons resident within such limits consuming the 
same shall not exceed 4s. per 1000 cubic feet, excepting when the gas 
shall be exclusively made from cannel coal; and also, that within the limits 
aforesaid, the said gas companies, or any or either of them, shall not be at 
liberty to charge more for lighting the public lamps with gas than at the 
price of 4s. for every 1000 cubic feet, provided that it shall be lawful for 
the Board of Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, upon application | 
of the said four companies, or any three of them, and upon satisfactory | 
evidence as to an increase in the price of materials and labour used in and | 
necessary for the manufacture of gas, or in the price of either of them, as | 
compared with the prices thereof on the Ist of January, 1852, to authorise | 
by order under this seal a higher price than 4s. per 1000 cubic feet to be) 
charged therefor, both to private consumers and for the public lamps. And | 
provided also, that in case of subsequent reduction in the charge for such | 
materials and labour, or either of them, then in case of the said companies, | 
or any or either of them, not reducing the prices charged for the said gas, | 
it shall be lawful for the consumers thereof, and also for the public boards | 
having the control of the public lamps, within any of the said limits, to| 
make application to the said Council for the Board of Trade and Foreign | 
Plantations, to make an order under their common seal for the reduc-| 
tlon in the price to be charged by the said gas companies, and each of | 
them ; and upon such order being made, the said gas companies, and each | 
of them, shall not be at liberty to charge more than _ be specified in | 
such order for every 1000 cubic feet of gas supplied by them.” 


Even this stringent stipulation might, we understand, have 
been accepted by the four companies ; but, when several of the 
lighting boards came forward to require the insertion of a| 
clause fixing the maximum price of public lights at £4 per) 
annum for a flame of such dimensions as would consume 8 feet 
of gas per hour, and £2. 10s. for a 5-foot flame, it became, 
evident to the three old companies that the sacrifices they | 
were called upon to make outweighed any possible benefit they | 
could derive from the bill, and it was therefore agreed to paras 
draw it. Nearly all it proposed to accomplish may be prac- 
tically effected by private arrangement between the companies, | 
without the intervention of Parliament; the Chartered and 
City of London Companies came to a similar districting 
arrangement, and it has been satisfactorily acted upon for 
nearly forty years. | 

Another member has been added to the body of municipal || 
traders in gas by an arrangement just concluded between the || 
Halifax Gas Company and the Corporation of that borough, 
in virtue of which the former have sold their works on terms || 
which will yield the shareholders about £60 for each £25, 
share, the actual sum expended out of profits having been | 
about £50 per share, in addition to the original capital of £25. | 
The company, therefore, have abandoned £15 per share, and| 
the works are considered by competent persons who have | 
surveyed them to be cheap at the price agreed upon. 

It is with considerable reluctance that we again refer to the | 
published accounts of the Great Central Company; but the| 
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facts they disclose and the admissions made by the chairman | 
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at the last meeting are of such a discreditable nature, and im- 
plicate so seriously the commercial integrity of the directors, 
that we feel compelled to protest against them, least our 
silence might warrant the conclusion that such practices were 
usual with’ respectable gas companies. The Great Central 
have, it appears, expended in their works, preliminary and 
other expenses, £5468 more than their paid-up share and de- 
benture capital combined; to provide for which excess, and 
for what further sum is required for carrying on their trade, a 
system of “kite flying” and money borrowing is resorted 
to, which would ruin the credit of any private trader. 
One day it is in the shape of an accommodation bill given 
to the contractor, on which interest is paid; the next it 
is as a loan from the bankers; and thus nearly £30,000 
appears by the Jast balance-sheet to have been kept afloat. Itis 
quite clear, therefore, that the paid-up capital is insufficient 
for carrying on the operations of the company in a respectable 
/manner, and the sooner an addition of £20,000 or £25,000 is 
/made to their available funds, the better it will be for their 
financial reputation. The system of carrying to capital charges 
which most other gas companies legitimately carry to profit and 
loss, is undoubtedly one reason why this increase is necessary ; 
for though the gas rental for 1854 is tess by £1618 than that 
of 1853, the capital account is LARGER by £3231, and in two 
years no less a sum than £8704 HAS BEEN ADDED TO IT. 
The contrast between the Chartered Company and the Great 
Central Company is, in these respects, very striking. The 
Chartered Company has not added a shilling to its capital 
account for many years. It has floating assets in the shape 
of outstanding gas rental, cash, and stock of coals &c. in 
hand amounting to £103,466. 16s. 4d.; whereas it is indebted 
to the public to the extent of only £9065. 8s. 7d. The Great 
Central has £36,489.6s. 8d. of floating assets, with debts to the 
,amount of £32,614. 15s. 3d., and has further to provide 
| £6000, on the 16th instant, for a dividend; a state cf things 
which a private trader would view with alarm. 


SIR B. HALL’S SANITARY LEGISLATION. 

Tux select committee of the House of Commons has not yet 
presented its report upon either the Nuisances Removal or 
‘the Public Health Bills; the public is, therefore, still left in 
uncertainty with respect to the real nature of the measures 
which are ‘likely to be submitted upon these important subjects. 
‘It is true that the intervention of the Easter holidays has, to 
‘some extent, retarded the proceedings of the committee ; but 
| the extreme care taken to prevent the modified clauses from 
‘being made known must, to all acquainted with the tactics of 
the General Board of Health, and of the late leader of the 
bo dirty party,” argue that their nature is such as to lead their 
authors to anticipate opposition. The presentation of the 
‘report will, therefore, in all probability, be further delayed 
‘until some cholera panic shall indispose our legislators or the 
public to examine carefully the system it is desired to impose 
upon the country. 

Really, there need be no difficulty in settling the principles 
upon which towns or local authorities should be entitled to 
|execute works essential for the public health; but when it is 
| sought to place the control of the lighting, paving, sewerage, 

water supply, and improvement of our country towns, under 
the direct influence of the Minister of Public Health (in future), 
and to remove the control of the corporations from the Home 
Office, the magnitude of the interests involved, and the com- 
‘plicated nature of the conflicting jurisdictions which must be 
| dealt with, are such that even the boldest experimentalist in 
law-making may well hesitate. The public, therefore, does not 
‘object to the length of time devoted to the consideration of 
|these bills; but the complaints which are freely uttered, and 
the uneasy feeling which prevails upon the subject, are mainly 
to he attributed to the very partial nature of the inquiry, and to 
the mystery with which its proceedings are enshrouded. 

| From the little which has transpired, however, it would 
‘appear that the Nuisances Removal Bill, in the form submitted 
|to the select committee, but not yet adopted by it, will be more 
just towards manufacturers than it was originally; nevertheless, 
the interference contemplated with the powers of local autho- 
| rities inspires serious uneasiness amongst the public. Much 
of the absurdity of our modern legislation, as we have before 
observed, has been corrected by the common sense of our 
countrymen, and the intelligence of our tribunals; and, no 
doubt, the defects of the proposed Nuisance Removal Bill 














local authorities be left to exercise the powers to be conferred 
upon them in their own manner. The centralisers, however, 
it would appear, are in no wise inclined to allow local authorities 
to exercise any discretion; they are to be compelled to carry 
the letter of the new law into effect ; and, moreover, the’ 
Secretary of State will be endowed with an extended power 
of interference in municipal affairs. As the bill is now under- | 
stood to be drawn, the gas companies are the parties most 
likely to be affected by the recent alterations ; for the disposal 
of the waste waters is to be rendered extremely difficult, and 
it may be in some cases impossible. It is also stated that 
the direct effects of the Public Health Bill upon manufacturing 
interests, are to be increased by the re-enactment of the 64th 
the clause of 11th and 12th Vic., cap. 63. 

The Public Health Bill appears to have suffered far more 
under the hands of the committee than its companion. The 
definitions of terms are altered from those ordinarily received, 
in even a more capricious manner than before, and are made 
to mystify the whole meaning of the act. The regulations 
with respect to houses are withdrawn, it is true; but the local 
boards of health are to be entitled to pass bye-laws upon this; 
subject, with the consent of the General Board. The clauses 
affecting the stability of. gas and water companies, are made 
even more dangerous than those originally proposed by Sir B. 
Hall, who does not appear to have considered himself bound 
by the species of understanding supposed to have been entered 
into between himself and Mr. Baxter, as the representative of 
those companies. The rating clauses, which affect railway 
property, are left in as great uncertainty as under the act of 
1848; whilst the clauses empowering local boards of health 
to take possession of land are mystified in the manner described 
in the article upon the French law of expropriation, inserted 
in this number of our Journat. The anxiety and uneasiness 
of the public with respect to these bills appears, therefore, to, 
be fully justified ; and we recommend that every future stage, 
of their progress should be closely watched. 

It is a significant fact with respect to the appreciation of, 
these bills by the community at large, that the last report upon | 
public petitions (April 30) shows that 19 petitions have been 
presented against the Nuisances Removal Bill, bearing 203 
signatures ; whilst only 1 petition, with 1 signature, has been 
presented in its favour. There have been 100 petitions pre- 
sented against the Public Health Bill, with 858 signatures; | 
whilst only 3 have been presented in its favour, which bear 44 
signatures. Moreover, there have been 3 petitions presented, 
requesting the amendment of the Smoke Abatement Act, 
bearing 2861 signatures. If our legislature were in reality 
what it professes to be—an exponent of the feelings and 
opinions of the nation—these remarkable facts would have far 
more effect than they appear to have at present. 

The Metropolis Management Bill has given rise to as int! 
criticism and ill feeling as any of the other attempts of Sir B. 
Hall to force his administration into power and influence. The 
public, at length, has become aware, to a certain extent, that, 
the effect of Hobhouse’s Act would be to narrow the consti- | 
tuency of the metropolitan parishes i in a very marked manner. 
Possibly the gods of Sir B. Hall’s idolatry—-the vestry of Mary-| 
lebone—may be satisfied with a £40 annual rating as the, 
qualification for voters to the local or central boards of works ; 
but the inhabitants of the other parts of the metropolis have | 
seen through the specious liberalism of the member for Mary- 
lebone, and have discovered the extent of his meditated inter- 
ference with their local government. It is strange that a 
ministry so notoriously weak as that now misleading our 
country, should have allowed Sir Benjamin to tamper with) 
subjects of the delicate nature of those connected with the, 
municipal regulations of the metropolis ; for the unpopularity of 
his measures react must upon the whole Government: stranger, 
still is it that, having allowed him to so meddle with the 
municipality of London, it should not have taken care that the 
bills he drew should at least be capable of application. That 
the Metropolitan Local Management Bill would have speedily 
to be remodelled, must be evident to any one who would take, 
the trouble to note its omissions, and especially to read the’ 
money clauses; they are so worded that no capitalists would 
be disposed to advance money upon the securities they create, | 
nor would the ratepayers long support so uncontrolled a system | 
of taxation as would be required to carry out the purposes of 
the act. Sir B. Hall, naturally enough, resists the reference of | 


this bill to a select committee, adroit though he be in securing | 











would be to a great extent corrected by their influence, if the 
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a choice of members favourable to his views, because he must 
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feel that a careful investigation into the subject would lay bare 
ithe utter worthlessness of his much-vaunted measure. It is 
sadly to be feared that at the present day it will be impossible 
to ensure a sufficient degree of attention from a committee of 
the whole House to ensure a thorough examination of this bill, 
which would simply be ridiculous if it were not likely to be so 
mischievous, 


The equivocal celebrity attained by the former leader of the 
“ dirty party,” now the patron of “ dirty” jobbery, appears to 
have aroused the slumbering energies of Sir W. Molesworth, 
and to have led him to concoct a certain Metropolitan Build- 
| ings Bill, even more ridiculously absurd than the worst mea- 
‘sures of his active colleague. At length Sir William has 
ushered into the world his own little specimen of place-making 
and attempted centralisation. It is indeed worthy of remark, 
that whatever may be the subject matter of recent Whig legis- 
lation, or whatever may be the character of the measures they 
| have presented, provision is certain to be made for some chair- 
| main or chief commissioner, with a salary varying between 
£1500 and £2000 per annum, and a staff of clerks, inspectors, 
| secretaries, &c. Sir Wm. Molesworth is a man of education, 

and it seems that he has read Machiavelli to some purpose, or 
‘at least he and his school appear to have become the patrons of 
the class, which, in this respect at least, like the acute Floren- 
tine, “‘ being unable to work in wool or in silk, is only fit for 
government” ; and one of their principal objects has lately 
pees to create places for a large body of hangers-on and 
|protégés. Unfortunately, the modern Whigs have not read, 
‘either wisely or well, the lessons to be derived from history of 
the practical working of the system they labour so assiduously 
to force upon us. 

However, the technical portions of the Metropolitan Build- 
jings Bill may be described by stating that a long series of 
regulations are to be enacted for fixing the various conditions 
of height, thickness, and construction of walls; for ascertaining 
‘the dimensions to be given to buttresses, cross-walls, circular 
and polygonal walls, &c. &c., which are so obscurely worded, 
‘that it would have been a mercy upon the London builders if 
|they had been expressed algebraically. Upon what principles 
‘the formule adopted have been based, it is hard to say, nor 
has the draught of the bill been before the public sufficiently 
long to enable us to compare their results with those usually 
‘received. For the present, therefore, we content ourselves by 
protesting against the principle of State intervention, or of 
official regulation in questions far more within the scope of an 
‘architect’s or engineer’s duty than that of the legislature. 
The details attempted to be regulated are matters of specifica- 
tion (to use a technical phrase), and require to be considered 
separately on every occasion wherein questions connected with 
them arise. To lay down absolute @ priori laws on these 
matters, is simply the course to expose the Legislature to ridi- 
cule and contempt. But, if the policy of interference in such 
cases be allowed to pass unquestioned, it is evidently extremely 
objectionable that the power of setting aside all the regulations 
‘established by Parliament should be given to a body so prac- 
tically irresponsible as the commissioners of works and build- 
‘ings, in the manner contemplated by the 71st and subsequent 
\Clauses to the 77th. Why make laws in cases where it is 
‘hecessary at the same time to establish an authority for un- 
“making them as soon as made? Another question we are dis- 
posed to ask is, why transfer the nomination of the district 
‘surveyors from the bench of magistrates to the commissioners 
\of works and buildings ? This apparently simple change would 
| practically be found greatly to extend the power and influence 
of the central government. 


We propose to return to this subject on a future occasion, 
observing in the mean time that Sir W. Molesworth has re- 
ferred the bill to a select committee of able and impartial 
|Men—a course it were desirable to see more frequently adopted ; 
but really the mania for legislating upon matters already very 
well managed is gaining ground so rapidly, that it is an arduous 
|task to “keep up” with the progress of these measures. In 
|addition to the bills already alluded to in this article, no doubt 
we shall shortly have others for maintaining public squares and 
gardens, for the conservancy of the Thames, for the prevention 


jet disease, for building model lodgings, and for a cloud of 
| 











other objects which our uncentralised and unenlightened an- 
\cestors left to the care of the parties interested. Either the 
genius of the English nation has changed wonderfully of late, 


“ our present rulers are pursuing a dangerous course. It 
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was our boast that our peculiar ‘ autonomia” enabled us to | 
take good care of ourselves, and to keep the action of the | 
State within the narrowest limits. ‘ Nows avons changé tout | 
cela,” apparently; and are now blindly imitating the centra- | 
lising and functioneering systems of our continental neigh- 
bours, when they have discovered the evils attending such 
systems, and are striving earnestly to escape from or to | 
palliate them. Is this tendency to make places, and to inter- | 
meddle with private life, to be attributed to the weakness of 
our Government? We fear that it is: and, as we have lately 
been inflicted by the nomination of inspectors of mines, inspec- | 
tors of factories, inspectors of schools, of prisons, of steam- 
boats, of railways, of customs, &c.; of commissions for every | 
imaginable purpose, useful or worthless ; so it is to be feared 
that the continually increasing weakness of the old governing 
class will expose us shortly to the ridiculous nomination of in- 
spectors of water-closets and dust-bins. Perhaps “’t were to | 
consider too curiously to consider so”’; but our public offices 
are fast returning to very base uses! 





THE BEGINNINGS OF GAS LIGHTING. 

Ir is interesting and instructive to look back to the begin- 
nings of an important invention, to mark the difficulties | 

through which it successfully struggled, and to note how it 
was elaborated from a cloud of errors and speculative fan- | 
cies, and reduced to a great practically operating fact. Nor | 
does any invention present a more striking illustration of the | 
modification of originally wild notions into useful development, 
by time and experience, than that of gas lighting. We have | 
recently had occasion to ridicule the golden visions of peat and 
electric gas projectors, and we have endeavoured to show that 
the stores of wealth which they unfold to view have only a phan- 
tasmagoric perspective ; but, brilliant and illusory asthose visions 
may seem, they are but dim compared with the magnificent pros- 
pect of coal-gas illumination, which dazzled the sight of one of 
its earliest projectors. The utmost that peat gas proffers is, to 
supply gas of superior quality for nothing, and to pay dividends 
of some twenty or thirty per cent. out of the profits ; but ‘‘ The 
National Light and Heat Company,” projected by Mr. Winsor 
in 1808, promised an annual interest of £570 for every £5 de- 
posit; and this, too—by his’ own showing at least—based on 
such moderate computations that there seemed greater pro-| 
bability of the dividend being doubled than that it should have | 
been one farthing less. 
The early pamphlets in which Mr. Winsor developed his) 
plans are among the greatest curiosities of gas lighting; and, | 
as they are now extremely rare, it may be acceptable to our! 
readers to have an outline of the gigantic scheme, in accord- || 
ance with which the whole system of lighting and heating was | 
to be revolutionised—no means of artificial illumination to be 
allowed but that of gas, and no fuel to be burned but coke. A 
more comprehensive scheme was never conceived ; and it is| 
strongly characteristic of the earnestness and enthusiasm of the 
man by whose persevering efforts gas lighting was established, 
that he should have thought it possible to have, almost at once, 
procured the general adoption of the new plan of lighting, with | 
all its original imperfections, which has required nearly half a | 
century, and continual improvements, to introduce to not one 
| 
| 





quarter the extent that Mr. Winsor contemplated. According 
to his plan, gas was to be universally adopted for lighting, and | 
coke for fuel; and those who pertinaciously persisted, against 
reason and common sense, to burn either candles or coals were | 
to be heavily taxed for their obstinacy and folly. The system | 
was to be extended to all towns, villages, and highroads ; and 
it was one of the bases of the calculations that, in making the | 
quantity of gas required for this general illumination, the coke | 
produced would at least equal the amount of fuel consumed ; | 
all manufactories, steam-engines, and domestic fires being | 
supplied from the products of the gas retorts. {| 
Sanguine inventors are generally ready with figures to prove i 
the certainty of their schemes ; and, granting certain premises, 
it is often difficult to dispossess them of the positions they take , 
up, backed as they often apparently are by great names or ex- 
perimental facts, to dispute the authority or the correctness of 
which may seem presumption and ignorance. We knew a 
working engineer who entertained the notion that he had been 
inspired to reveal to mankind a means of perpetual motion that | 
would generate its own motive power to an unlimited extent ; | 
and he confidently adduced Newton as an authority to prove| 
the correctness of the principle. It was quite evident his plan 
could never be realised, but it was no easy matter to disprove | 


| 
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it; for Newton certainly might be quoted in support of the 
proposed application of motive force. And so it was with Mr. 
Winsor’s scheme; granting the premises, his figures were 1n- 
‘contestable. He founded his calculations on certain “ official 
‘experiments ”” made on gas lighting at the Lyceum Theatre, 
land the results of those experiments were thus worked out to 
their apparently natural conclusions :— 

| « The official experiments made at the Lyceum clearly proved that two 
| pecks of coal produced the value of Gs. 5d. in products during the space of 


|a few hours, which is at the rate of £23, 2s. per chaldron. Now, have the 

| goodness to apply the simple rule of three, viz. :— 

| “If one chaldron contain £23. 2s., how much contain 10,500,000 chal- 
Bdrons, the annual average consumption of the realm? 

ia ctehs cm senee~ oececceeee sed 242,550,000 

* 13,196,373 





—ANSWEF cocccccoees 
** Deduct the cost of coal and carbonising ....... ona 





| 
| “ Net annual profits, agreeable to the official éxperiments £229,333,627.”” 
| The above “enormous sum,” as Mr. Winsor admits it to 
be, is subsequently reduced to nearly one-half by numerous 
‘allowances and deductions; and if any one were inclined to 
‘make still further reductions, then, says the patentee, “ I will 
| abate nine-tenths of the last sum, and the remaining tenth 
||must insure them an annual interest of £570 for every £5 
|| deposit.” 

| In further recommendation of his scheme, he stated :—* This 
| plan is now rendered so generally beneficial, that every person 
‘commanding £5 deposit only, may secure a handsome yearly 
income and provision for his descendants, which is the more cer- 
tain as the example of the New River shares having risen from 
| £100 to £1300, and upwards, is now before our eyes, though 
| they produce only a local convenience ; whereas this company 
| gains several valuable products three times in twenty-four 
hours.” Notwithstanding this handsome income could be 
thus certainly obtained—despite also of the official experi- 
‘ments, and of the extensive deductions and allowances made 
with so generous a wish to meet all objections—there were, it 
seems, in those days doubting spirits, who thought that the 
‘calculations of profits were “‘ too wonderful to be true.” To 
‘such objectors Mr. Winsor had the reply, that the annual 
‘courses of the planets round the sun, and the diurnal rotation 
‘of the earth on its axis, are still more wonderful than were his 
‘tables of profit; but they are nevertheless true. There was 
‘no denying those facts, though*it was not a strictly logical 
sequence, because the motions of the heavenly bodies are won- 
derful and true; ergo, Mr. Winsor’s calculations must have 
been as true as they were wonderful. 

One of the points which Mr. Winsor was continually 
advancing in his statements was, that, extraordinary as they 
seemed, he had continually underrated the results as obtained 
by experiment. As proof of this extreme moderation, he quoted 
the following extract from the minutes of a sub-committee 
appointed to examine and verify his ‘ discovery”’ by two 
different experiments on the 20th and 27th of October, at the 
Lyceum :— 


“Average Produce of 361b. or 2 Pecks of Coal carbonised in the Patent 
Light Stove :— 











Ib. 07. 

| “(24 2 or 3 pecks in measure of patent coke, proved to increase 50 per 
cent., estimated by me only at 33 per cent. 

| 2 of fine empyreumatic oil tar for painting, &c., proved to contain 
one-tenth of its weight, estimated by me at only one-twelfth. 

{ 4 6 of ammoniacal liquor, of salt, &c., proved to contain one-eighth 
| of its weight, estimated by me at only one-ninth. 
| 


i) 
ry 


3 12 of inflammable gas, proved equal to 40 lights, or 51b. of candles, 
5s., estimated by me as the value of coal, at only 10d. 





|| 386 0 being the whole weight and substance of the above two pecks of 
| coal.”’ 
| In valuing these products, the coke is estimated at 1s. 3d.; 
| the oil tar, ‘* a far superior paint, of double force, estimated as 
common coal tar,” 6d.; the ammonia at Gd., and the gas at 
| 4s. 2d.; making the total value of the produce from three pecks 
| of coke amount to 6s. 5d. ‘‘ Hence,” he continues, “ deduct- 
| ing 10d., the cost of the coal, there remains 5s. 7d., or 670 
per cent. profit, BestDES the double heat of coke, the great 
heat of the process, and the heat of the lights—all of which must 
turn to a profitable use in houses and manufactories.” As 
further proofs of the ultimate great benefits to be derived from 
his scheme, Mr. Winsor enumerated the national advantages 
to be derived from dispensing with the use of oils, wax, and 
tallow, and of supplying the place of those foreign products by 
\|native coal, which would at the same time afford abundance of 
|, materials for export; and thus “ increase our trade, navigation, 
| fisheries, and nurseries for seamen,” The saving and profit on 
|| the general application of the discovery throughout the United 
|| Kingdom was estimated at £128,041,667. 








From this there | and how; gastric juice takes its name from gas—proved to be a gascous } 


was to be deducted the first cost and the annual expenses; and, || 
after entering somewhat minutely into those items, Mr. Winsor | 
summed up with the following “‘ recapitulation”: — 


First cost for London and its environs...... £ 78,776 


Annual cost do. do. eocces 1,021,375 

Total cost for London .....eeeseeeceseee £1,700,150 
First cost for the country .. eeeeee--seeese £ 957,287 
Annual cost GD. shisédcisotested Tee 


Total cost for the country .....+0.. eeee £11,496,223 


Grand total cost for the whole realm .... £13,196,373 


Deducting the above estimated cost from the saving and profit, 
there remained ‘‘a grand balance of profit for the whole realm 
near £115,000,000.” 

In a separate table, the patentee proceeded to consider the | 
increase of the revenue by “ the fairest means of introducing 
this discovery by the laws of the realm.’ His plan was to im- 
pose a tax of 10s. 6d. a chaldron on the burning of crude coal, 
which tax, we are told, ‘‘ cannot be oppressive in the least, 
because it falls on the obstinate only who shall resist the use 
of a far superior, cheaper, and safer fuel;” and also to tax 
heavily all oil and candles consumed, excepting for moveable 
lights. ‘‘ This tax on objecting to the gaslight,” he says, 
“might become very productive if the people continued blind to 
their own interests;’’ and it isset down at £12,548,118 for the 
first year. As the amount diminished by the diminishing 
obstinacy of the inhabitants, it was proposed to make it good 
out of the immense profits of the company; for the shareholders, | 
even if all the objections raised against the estimates “ were | 
valid, and amounted to nine-tenths, or even to a nineteen- || 
twentieth, in the reduction of my estimated profits, yet the | 
remaining one-tenth, or one-twentieth part of the sum, must || 
insure an annual income of near £600 in the first, and near | 
£300 in the last most hazardous instance, for every five pound’s || 
adventure.” All who could muster that sum were thereupon | 
advised to leave off successful drudgery, and secure “a much ! 


nobler provision” by taking a share. | 
The grand scheme which it was Mr. Winsor’s endeavour to ! 
carry into effect was, to say the least, far in advance of the time; |) 
nor can we perceive any prospect of its being accomplished in || 
these more advanced days of gas illumination, even though 
the brilliant visions of the most sanguine peat and electric gas | 
projectors could be realised. He seems, indeed, to have been || 
conscious that he hard work before him; for he observes in his i 
introduction, ‘‘ The attempt to eradicate old-established cus- || 
toms and prejudices, imbibed as it were from the very cradles of || 
our great grandsires, who inherited them from Adam, or since | 
the beginning of the world; such an attempt may be called a) 
Herculean task.” ‘That he at last almost desponded of ac- | 
complishing the task appears from the following remarks :—) 
‘« The fate and success of my enterprise I now commit to the | 
patriotic spirit and exertions of Englishmen, after having spent || 
five years of constant laborious practice, with £4000 of expenses 
in improvements.” During those years of struggling against 
prejudice, Mr. Winsor made his plans known in various forms— | 
at one time bringing into notice the superiority of gas illumi- 
nation, at another dwelling on the superiority of coke as a 
universal fuel ; and, not content with the dull even measure of ' 
prose, he put his thoughts into verse—with what success the 
subjoined specimen of his poetry will serve to show :— 


| 


“* Must Britons be condemned for ever to wallow 

In filthy soot, noxious smoke, train oil, and tallow, 

And their poisonous fumes for ever to swallow ? 

For with sparky soot, snuffs, and vapours, men have constant strife; 

Those who are not burned to death, are smothered during life!” 

The very ardent manner in which Mr.Winsor pursued his 
subject, and his extravagant estimates of the advantages of 
gas lighting, of course excited great opposition. Those who | 
seriously opposed his project not only challenged his estimates, | 
but denied the validity of the patent, as coal gas had been 
previously applied to the purpose of illumination by Mr. Mur- 
doch. He was equally open to the shafts of ridicule, and his | 
plans and calculations were laughably burlesqued in an “ Heroic 
Poem,” professing to extol the merits of the “ discovery.””* 





* The writer of the ‘*‘ Poem” announced his intention of publishing 4 
larger poetical work in several cantos, the argument of the first being 
given. Among the topics were — Patent gas lanterns, recommen:ed | 
for patrols and parish watchmen; a night sun-dial, with a coke-ignited 
ecliptic, and a rotary hydro-carbonie gas-lamp; the number of souls in | 
London calculated by the number of pecks of coal consumed in one day, | 
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Though we may smile at Mr. Winsor’s extravagant plans 
and calculations, we cannot but admire the enthusiasm with 
which he pursued his object, and ultimately succeeded in esta- 
blishing the first gas company. ‘The lighting of Pall Mall 
with gas in the spring of 1807 gave increased stimulus to the 
project, and application was made to Parliament to carry it 
‘into effect. The bill was opposed by Mr. Murdoch, and thrown 
‘out; but in the following year (1810) the application was 
successfully renewed. The scheme, however, as sanctioned 
by Parliament, was sadly shorn of its magnificent proportions, 
and instead of a grand National Light and Heat Company, for 
jlighting and heating the whole kingdom, its operations were 
limited to London, Westminster, and Southwark; nor were any 
| special taxes imposed on those who should obstinately refuse to 
use the light and burn the coke. The Chartered Gas Company, 
established by Mr. Winsor’s persevering efforts, has served as 
| the guiding star to all other gas companies in the world. 











| 
! THE GAS COMPANIES OF PARIS. 
| Tue six gas companies of Paris, that participate in the con- 
‘cession for lighting that city with gas, have replied to the 
report presented to the Emperor by the four Academicians 
‘who were commissioned to make experiments in the model 
gas-work at Sévres. Considering that their honour and 
‘honesty were indirectly attacked, as well as their interests 
affected, by that report, the associated though separate gas 
‘companies have entered into the consideration of the whole 
'question, with a view to show, that in the first instance they 
'were far from receiving undue favour by the concession ot 
/1846; and, secondly, that the accounts they furnished to the 
| preceding commissioners of the cost-price of gas delivered at 
‘the burners were not only correct, but—after making allow- 
‘ance for the difference between experiments limited to a certain 
object and operations on a working scale—that those accounts, 
in fact, very nearly agree with the apparently dissimilar re- 
sults arrived at in the specially constructed gas laboratory at 
Sevres. The reply* is drawn up with great ability, and in a 
temperate reasoning manner, the conclusions being founded 
on the evidence of experience derived from independent and 
most unexeeptionable sources. As a statement of facts con- 
nected with the manufacture of gas it possesses considerable 
‘intrinsic interest, apart from the special object it is insended 
to serve. 
The circumstances which preceded and led to the grant of 
| the concession to the Paris gas companies in 1846, haye been 
noticed in a preceding number of our journal; f it will be 
| unnecessary, therefore, to allude to that branch of the subject 
further than to state, that after the companies had struggled 
through ten years of difficulties and losses, and the enterprise 
| began to pay, the municipal authorities asserted a claim to 
share in the profits. The gas companies were then informed 
| that their pipes were laid down only on sufferance, and by a 
| | decree of the Prefect of the Seine, a rent charge of 200,000 
francs per annum (£8333) was imposed for the use of the streets. 
Under these perilous circumstances the companies sought the 
protection of a concession, of which the municipal council 
were in a condition to dictate the terms. Commissioners 
were appointed, among whom were Messrs. Arago, Dumas, 
Darcet, Combes, and Pelouze, with a view to ascertain the 
cost-price of the gas, so as to form a guide for regulating the 
charges to be made to the public. The commissioners having 
examined the books of the companies and tested the statements 
| by experiments in the works, arrived at the con«lusion, that it 
| || might be assumed as the foundation of the arrangement that 
| '|the cubic metre of gas measured at the burners cost all the 
| gas companies without distinction 24°40 centimes. The con- 








| fluid; &c. The “ Heroic Poem” winds up with the following address to 
|| its hero :— 
i ‘** And when, ah, Winsor!—distant be the day— 
Life’s flame no longer shall ignite thy clay ; 
Thy phosphur nature, active still and bright, 
Above us shall diffuse post-obit light. 
Perhaps, translated to another sphere, 
az spirit—like thy light, refined and clear— 
Ballooned with purest hydrogen, shall rise, 

And add a PATENT PLANET to the skies. 

Then some sage Sidrophel, with Herschel eye, 

The bright Winsorium Sidus shall descry ; 

The Voz Stellarum shall record thy name, 

And thine outlive another Winsor’s fame.” 

* “ Observations sur un travail intitulé Rapport addressé a S. Me 

v Empereur un les Expériences enterprises par son order pour déterminer 
cae économiques de la fabrication du Gaz de la Houille; Mars, 
+ Vol. TIL., No. 51. 














cession was granted for only eighteen years, commencing on 
the Ist of January, 1846, and to be terminated at the end of 
December, 1863, Among other onerous conditions imposed, | 
in addition to the continuance of the rent-charge, were that | 
pipes should be laid down to all parts of Paris at an estimated | 
cost of ten millions of francs ; and that, at the end of the term, | 
the municipal authorities should have possession of all the) 
underground works. Saddled with these heavy charges and | 
responsibilities, the high prices which the companies were au- 
thorised to charge for the gas were not considered at the time 
adequate compensation, and the value of the shares fell 40 per | 
cent. in consequence of the concession. When, in 1850, the 
companies applied for a prolongation of the term, their affairs 
were submitted to the searching inspection of another commis- 
sion; a most unreserved exposition of their books was made, 
and the terms of renewal, on the condition of a considerable 
reduction in the price of gas, were settled by the municipal 
authorities. To those terms, however, the Empcror refused 
his consent, until independent experiments had been made to 
determine the cost-price of gas. The model gas-work at | 
Sévres was consequently constructed, four other members of | 
the Académie des Sciences were appointed to conduct the | 
experiments ; and it is against the conclusions they arrived at | 
that the gas companies now protest. 

Of the ability of the commissioners, and of the care with 
which they conducted the experiments, there is no question; |; 
though, at the same time, there is a suspicion of a foregone |! 
conclusion that the cost-price of gas would be found to be | 
much less than their experiments make it appear. It had, 
been predicted that gas might be produced at the cost of less | 
than the fifth part of a centime the cubic metre; but the re- | 
port, taking into consideration only the price of the coal and } 
deducting the value of the residual products, states the cost to | 
be nearly twelve times that amount, or about 44d the thousand 
cubic feet. It is well known that when experiments are con- || 
ducted with a pre-conceived impression of the result, there fs | 
an.almost unavoidable tendency to error in that direction; | 
and it must be admitted, without impugning the fairness of the | 
Academicians, that in those portions of the investigations re- | 
moved from the domain of science there is evidence of their 
having been misled by that influence. 

It is not, however, to the experiments that the gas companies || 
object, but to the comparison of results obtained under such 
exceptional circumstances with the practical operations of ai 
large gas-work, ‘‘ The experiments made at Sévres,” it is ob- || 
served, “can have no other result than this: to prove how 
much gas, coke, tar, and ammoniacal liquor a given quantity 
of coal can produce when submitted to distillation in a certain || 
number of retorts, not exposed to manufacturing conditions ; 
and how much coke must be employed to heat the furnace in , 
which the distillation takes place. Also, to prove, by the aid | 
of photometrical experiments, the luminous power of gas | 
burned some hundreds of metres from the place of production. 
No man of science, no engineer, no manufacturer, can attach || 
any other value to the experiments at Sévres.”” Again, “if the | 
experiments at Sévres had for their object only to prove the*) 
results that may be obtained in a large laboratory, nearly all , 
the numbers announced by the commissioners might be ac- 
cepted ; but when it is wished to make a practical application 
of them, they require great correction.”” The greater part of 
the ‘“‘ Observations” are, consequently, directed to the exposure || 
of the errors which the commissioners have committed in | 
attempting to deduce practical results from the exceptional | 
circumstances of their experiments. To make that exposure 
more complete and free from all suspicion of interested par-.’ 
tiality, the Paris gas companies addressed a number of ques- || 
tions to twelve eminent gas engineers employed in the man-;' 
agement of gas-works in London, bearing on points which ' 
had been entirely omitted from consideration by the Academi- | 
ciens, but which constitute collectively important items in the |; 
produce and cost of gas in an ordinary establishment. The}! 
questions and the answers to them are subjoined. Some of) 
the answers differed considerably, in consequence of special 
circumstances; the figures given are the extremes and the! 
mean of all the opinions :— 

“1. What is the gross weight of “1. Varying from 650 to 745; 
the c-ke and breeze produced by average, 689. 
10U0 1b. of ordinary Newcastle gas 
coal? | 

“2. What is the per centage 


composition of your coke, as drawn 
from the retorts in— 
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“1. From 94 to 80; average 87. 


1. Saleable coke ? 
reese? 2t0 6; » 1S. 


2. Breeze? a ty 
3. Coke dust ? 3. 20to 6; i» 

“3, What proportion does the ‘3, From 5:30 to}; average j. 
average selling price of your coke 
bear to the average selling price of 
breeze, weight for weight? 

‘*4, What, in your opinion, would 
be the difference per cent. in the 
quantity of coke necessary for heat- 
ing a new bench of iron retorts, and 
for heating the same bench 2am the 
average of its total duration 
** 5, What, in your opinion, would 


“4, From 20 to 10; average, 10 
per cent. 


“5, From 20 to 9; average, 12 
be the difference per.cent. in the per cent. 
quantity of coke necessary for heat- 
ing a bench of five retorts, working 
singly under your personal and in- 

cessant attention, and of the same 
retorts—among several hundreds— 
handed over to the care of the ordi- 
nary foremen ard labourers em- 
ployed in gas-works ? 

“6, What proportion does the 
i consumption of coke in your works, 

for getting up the heat of new re- 
torts, by slow fires under retorts in 
reserve, and the extra fuel on Sun- 
days, bear to your consumption of 
coke in the continuous and uninter- 
rupted manufacture of gas ? 

“7, What is, according to your 
experience, the difference per cent. 
Hin quantity of gas and in quantity of 
coke, produced by coal freshly ex- 
tracted from the mine, and the same 
| coal, if kept during three months in 
| the yard of the works, and exposed 
to the open air? 

**8,. What, according to your ex- 
| perience, is the proportion between 
the quantity of coke employed in the 
distillation of equal quantities of coal 
at equal temperatures, in iron retorts 

and in clay retorts? 
| 9. Is there a difference between 
1 the average selling-price of coke 
during the summer season, and the 
average price in winter; and if so, 
} what is the average difference per 
cent, ? 

10. What, according to your ex- 
perience, would be the deficit pro- 
duced upon a heap containing 6000 
tons of coke, by its being kept ex- 
posed in the open air during six 
months, the deficiency being ex- 
pressed in the quanti'y of large coke 
converted into breeze and dust? 

‘© 11, What is the average specific 
gravity of the gas you manufacture 
from ordinary Newcastle gas coal, in 
the state in which you deliver the 
gas to the public? 


The direct effect of every one of the foregoing answers is to 
show that the products of distillation are in practice smaller 
and of less value than the commissioners represented as the 
results of their experiments in the model gas-work at Sévres. 
For instance, they estimated the product of coke at 75°46 kilo- 
grammes out of every 100, not reckoning any waste from 
breeze or dust. According to English experience, the amount 
of coke produced is 69 per cent., and of that quantity 13 per 
cent. consists of inferior quality, which is sold at only one- 
fourth the price of good coke. 

The fourth, fith, and sixth questions have a direct bearing 
on the exceptional nature of the Sévres experiments, and the 
answers to them show a difference of 34 per cent. more in the 
quantity of fuel that would be required to heat the retorts in 
an ordinary gas-work, compared with the’ experimental opera- 
tions at Sevres. 

To understand the bearing of the seventh question, it must 
be stated that the gas companies of Paris are compelled by the 
terms of the concession to keep constantly stocks of coals suf- 
| ficient for at least two months’ consumption ; and, as the com- 
missioners experimented on coal fresh from pits, there would 
in that respect be a difference in favour of their produce of 9 
per cent. All the gas companies in Paris employ clay retorts, 
on account of their comparative cheapness, and because they 
last longer than iron. This economy in the apparatus occa- 
‘sions an additional consumption of coal amounting to 13 per 
cent.; but, as the commissioners took no account of the cost 
of apparatus or of wear and tear, they used the kind of retorts 
which could be soonest heated. 

The price at which the Academicians sold their coke is shown, 
by the answers to the ninth question, to have been at least 12 
per cent. higher than can be obtained during more than half 
the year. 


“6, From 25 to 2°50; average, 8 
per cent. 


“7, From 10 to 7:40; average, 9 
per cent. 


“8. From 25 to 7; average, 13 
per cent. 


“9, Average difference, 12 per 
cent. 


10. From 30 to 3; average, 16 
per cent. 


“11, From °420 to *400; average, 
“409,” 








The tenth question relates to the loss by waste, equal to 16 
per cent., which must be suffered, as a necessary consequence 
of working operations on a large scale, of which the model 
gas-works afforded no experience. | 

The eleventh question has for its object to show that one of 
extraordinary results of the experiments at Sévres was to ex- 
tract from the retorts a greater weight of materials than was | 
put in, which marvellous creation of matter was pointed out in| 
the notice of the report in our last number. 

After rectifying the experiments by the incontestable facts 
of experience stated by the English engineers and managers, 
it appears that the report of the commissioners actually con- | 
firms all the accounts presented by the gas companies of 
Paris to the commissions appointed in 1845, 1852, and 1853. | 
They naturally exult at the contradiction, from such an adverse | 
quarter, of the charges of deception which had been brought 
against them, and they adduce the corrected results of the’ 
experiments at Sévres in support of their own statements of 
the quantity of gas and coke produced from a given quantity 
of coal, of the quantity of fuel required to heat the retorts, and, 
consequently, of the quantity of coke that remains for sale. 

In dealing with the commercial part of the report, the gas 
companies expose errors of a graver character, which seem to 
indicate that the desire to make out a case against existing 
interests had induced the commissioners to estimate the price 
of coal at the time it was cheapest, whilst the coke and other 
products are valued at the time they fetched the highest 
prices. Admitting that coal had risen greatly in price during 
the last year, they, nevertheless, set down the price in their 
calculations as it was in January, 1854; but when they esti- 
mate the value of the coke, they depart from the low prices 
of 1854, and take the market value in January, 1855. The 
least that can be said is, that the Academicians exhibited gross 
carelessness, and that no confidence can be placed on com- | 
mercial calculations so preposterously absurd. It is proved 
by documentary evidence that the actual cost of coal delivered 
at the retorts in last January was 3f. 12c. the 100 kilo- 
grammes, and not 2f. 50c., as stated in the report. The 
difference between the real and the estimated price, amount- 
ing to 62 centimes, is equal to 2°70 centimes in the cost of a 
cubic metre of gas. | 

The statements in the report respecting the value of the 
coke produced in the distillation of coal are stiil more erro- 
neous. The commissioners assert that the value of coke’ has 
greatly increased since the introduction of gas lighting, and 
that it is likely to increase still further. But it is shown by 
the prices of coke during the last twenty-eight years, that the 
tendency has been regularly downwards till last winter. In 
1827 the price was 52 francs per 15 hectolitres, and having 
reached €5 francs in 1830, it continued to fall till 1851, when | 
it was reduced to 15 francs, and remained at that figure for 
four years. During the last severe winter, however, coke rose | 
to 20 francs, and at that price its value is estimated by the | 
commissioners. They affirmed, indeed, in their conclusions, 
that the value of the coke will nearly cover the expense of the 
coal, and that the materials for making gas therefore may cost 
nothing. To show the fallacy of that statement, the gas com- 
panies take the extraordinary produce of the retorts at Sevres | 
as an indication of the quantity, and the average relative values | 
of coal and gas in twenty-six of the principal towns in England | 
are adduced as indications of the worth. One hundred kilo- | 
grammes of coal produced, under the careful surveillance of 
the commissioners, 75 kilogrammes of coke; which, after de- | 
ducting the breeze and dust, would leave 70 kilogrammes of 
good coke. Of that quantity, about 30 kilogrammes would be 
required to heat the retorts, therefore there would remain only 
40 kilogrammes for sale. The relative average values of coal 
and coke in the towns named is 18s. 4d. a ton for the former 
and 14s. 4d. for the latter; from which it appears that the 
value of the coke is about 33 per cent. the cost price of the 
coal from which it is produced. This result also corresponds 
with the statements previously made by the Paris gas companies. 

It is further shown that the produce of tar in the model gas- 
work at Sévres and the price said to have been obtained for 
it are almost equally removed from the sphere of practical ex- 
perience as the conclusions regarding coal and coke. The 
report represents the six experiments to have yielded an 
average produce of 6°73 kilogrammes of tar. Now it is well 
known that a large produce of tar is injurious to the quality of 
the gas, and engineers consider that a production of tar ex- 
ceeding 45 per cent. indicates bad management. We must, 
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therefore, either suppose that the quality of the gas was greatly. 
inferior, or that there was some error in the statement of the 
quantities obtained; the suspicion of error, notwithstanding 
all the display of care in the experiments, being strengthened 
by the circumstance, that the produce alleged to have been 
collected from the retorts would have weighed more than the 
materials put intothem. It is contended by the gas companies 
that the maximum produce of tar in their works is 3°87 kilo- 
|| grammes per hectolitre of coal, which, at the market price in 
| Paris of 4fr. the 100 kilogrammes, would amount to 5°48c. 
The commissioners, on the contrary, estimate the produce at 
5°78 kilogrammes the hectolitre, and they value it at 5fr. the 
100, thus raising the value of the tar to 28°94 centimes; a 
difference of nearly one-half in excess of the sum actually 
‘realised. The assertions of the commissioners respecting the 
|value of the ammoniacal liquor, and the misreprescntations of 
‘the trifling loss of gas in the pipes, receive only a brief notice 




















in the reply of the gas companies, as not bearing directly on 
‘the question at issue. In conclusion, they present in the fol- 
|| jowing tabular form the results of the experiments made at 
|| Serres, when reduced to their proper value by the practical 
|| experience of English engineers, and by the evidence of the 
mining agents in France, as to the value of coal. 
\ *¢ Cost. 
|| 100 kilogrammes of coal ....++.-seeeeeee ecccccccccvccccvcecess of 12C, 
| “ Propucts. 
Average produce of coke in the experiments at 
| Tienmatens HUE 
|| To be deducted for the reasons before stated :— 
‘| 1. (Question 2).. : per cent 
{| 2, (Question T)-- 9 ” 


OVTEB ce cccccccccccccccccccce 


amounting to 1207 
Net weight o of the gross coke......+... —— 63°39 
| “ HEATING OF THE RetTorts. 
|| The quantity stated for the experiments........ 20°43 
Add tor the reasons before stated :— 

3. (Question 8)......cceseeecee 13 per cent. 

4, (Question 5)..ccccocccscccee 12 yy 

5. (Question 6).ccccccscccccese 8 55 

6. (Question 4). .sccccesereeres 10 

ae 

Deduct for the heating of a separate 

bench of retorts, 15 per cent. of the 
| coke employed, viz. 20 43 kil..... 3 








Net per centage to be added ...... — 45 
a 9°19 
| — 29 62 
| 33°77 
| Waste in the depéts, 18 per cent. upon half the coke 
for Bale. .cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsecccces 2:66 
Amount of coke for sale ...-.e.seeeeeseves 3i-ll 


“ VaLue OF Propvucts, 
31-11 kilog. of coke at 3f.per 100.. Of. 98c. 33 
12:07 » breeze at 6°50c. p 100 Of. O7c. 84 

, 450 ee tar at 4f. per 100 .. Of. 13e. 
Ammoniacal liquor.......+.-.-. Of. 00c. 60 

————- total products 1f. 22c. 77 


~ 


TER GREE esdcdwnsccccosescccsncosescesccsccecsecse. UL Be 3B 
** SUMMARY. 
“ A cost of 1f. 89°23 c. for 22 94 cubic metres of gas amounts to— 
er cubic metre. .cccccccccccces Of. 08: 25c, 
‘‘ The companies stated it at..........6. conn O 607 91 








| Difference ...scseeesccceeseses O 0034, or about one- 
| 


third of a centime. 

*« Such is the definitive result uf the experiments made at Sévres, when 
| the theoretical figures are corrected by the results of practice.” 

|| In another tabular statement appended to the ‘ Observa- 
| tions,” a recapitulation is given of results obtained in the eight 
| establishments belonging to the six gas companies of Paris 
| during ten years, from 1844 to 1853, from which it appears 
| that the quantity of coal distilled during that period amounted 
to 12,473,629 hectolitres, the coke produced to 16,080,878 
| hectolitres, the quantity consumed in heating the retorts to 
6,174,369, and the quantity sold to 9,904,509 hectolitres. 
.The tar sold for 534,024 francs, the ammoniacal liquor for 
307,087 francs, and the quantity of gas produced and received 
in the gasometers was 246,162,803 cubic metres. It is esti- 
mated that the cost of each cubic metre of gas (allowing for 
‘water in the pipes, for the expenses of making, purifying, and 
Managing the furnaces, for the expenses of distribution and 
the rent-charge on the pipes, the cost of management, and the 
| octroi on the gas entering Paris), was 23-05 centimes, reckoning 
|the price of coals to be the same as in November, 1854. 

| We have seldom read a more complete refutation of ground- 
|less assumptions and misrepresentations, than is contained in 
the ** Observations” on the gas experiments at Sevres. The 
|gas companies of Paris may, indeed, feel obliged to the com- 
;| missioners for having thus given them the opportunity of placing 
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their case clearly before the public, and of removing the false |: 
impressions of deception, of unfair dealing, and of exorbitancy ; 
which had been produced by absurd representations that gas 
can be made for nothing. The experiments, and the conclusions 
drawn from them, afford additional proof, if any were wanting, | 
of the impossibility of deducing practical commercial results 
from merely scientific investigations, on however large a scale '| 
they may be conducted. 





ON THE FRENCH LAW OF “ EXPROPRIATION FOR 
PUBLIC PURPOSES.” 
Our modern sanitary legislators appear, amongst their other 
mischievous fancies, to have lately arrived at the conclusion 
that private rights and private property should at all times be 
made subservient to the requirements, essential or not, of the 
public; and, in the endeavour to apply the principle so assumed 
to be involved, they have lately sought to introduce clauses ' 
into the Public Health Bill, and the Metropolis Management | 
Bill, which would effectually place the real property of the 
country at the mercy of the various municipal authorities. It 
is proposed, in fact, to annihilate the law by which such holdings 
are protected from compulsory purchase, unless efter a special 
parliamentary investigation into the circumstances supposed to 
warrant the deviation from the vital principle of the sacredness 
of private property. Our fashionable socialists, it would seem, 
believe that the possession of property is little more than a'| 
trust, and that when society requires the use thereof, it has a 
right to resume the possession. Our Jaw held that property 
once acquired became absolutely and exclusively in the control | 
of the legally recognised owner ; and that if, under extraordi- } 
nary circumstances an exception might be made, it should only 
take place when its necessity had been satisfactorily proved 
before the highest and most impartial tribunal; when it became 
evident, in fact, that the maintainance of the rights of indivi- 
duals endangered the rights of an immense majority of the | 
community. In England, and in most civilised countries, it 
has been held, up to the present day, that private property | 
could not be surrounded with precautions of too jealous a), 
nature. The doctrine of the omnipotence of the State has, || 
however, lately been revived by the theoretical admirers of the 1 
exploded political systems of Sparta, or of revolutionary France; | 
and our sanitary charlatans seem to aim as much at a social 1 
revolution in this respect as they do at the improvement of |! 
our physical condition. The lesson learnt by the French, at || 
the expense of much bloodshed, and many years of suffering, 
has been displayed in vain before these glib speakers and | 
flippant reasoners; but it may be a subject of some interest, 
particalarly at the present day, to examine the law which the | 
bitter experience of our highly centralised neighbours has led 
them to adopt for the protection of private property, when | 
required for public purposes, and to compare it with the}! r 
arbitrary regulations now sought to be introduced in our own | 
country. 
The first French law on record for the regulation of the. 
compulsory purchase of land for public purposes appears to be 
an ‘‘ ordonnance”’ of Philippe le Bel, dated 12301. During the | 
prevalence of the legislation of the Parliaments, many regula. | 
tions of a similar nature were enacted; and even in the cele- 
brated ‘‘ Déclaration des droits de l'homme,” of 1703, the 19th | 
article provides expressly that ‘‘ No one shall be deprived of || 


the smallest portion of his property without his own consent, |! 


unless public necessity, legally proved, should require it evi- |: 
dently, and upon the condition of firstly paying a just indem- 
nity.” This principle is again asserted in Art. 544 and 545 of 
the Code Civil; but the supplementary laws of “ 28 Peuviose, 
an. 8,” and of “16 September, 1807,’ in regulating the de- 
tailed application of the abstract principle, contained the seri- | 
ous error of leaving the appreciation of the amount of indem. | 
nity entirely to the State, which in those days alone executed | 
public works. The law of March 8, 1810; the charter of | 
1830; the laws of 1831, 1833, and 1841, were success sively | 
introduced to deal with the practical difficulties attached to |! 
this question; and it is the latter—the law of May 6, 1841} 
—-which now is in force in France, by permission of the | 
Emperor. 
The law is divided into 8 chapters, containing 77 clauses and || 
several sub-clauses—a mode of drawing bills, “be it observed, || 
lately copied by the draughtsmen of the Board of Health. The || 
first chapter contains the preliminary arrangements, by which 
it is provided that the expropriation is to be effected through || 
the intervention of the tribunals. No expropriation can be | 
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pronounced unless the public ut utility shall have been ascertained 
1 and declared; 1°, by the law, or royal ordonnance, authorising 
| the works requiring the land affected; 2°, by the act of the 
| prefect indicating generally the lands to be expropriated; 3°, 
|by the decree of the prefect particularising the plots to be 
taken. A law passed by the legislature, after a regular ad- 
‘ministrative inquiry, is requisite for the execution of all im- 
| portant public works, roads, canals, river improvements, basins, 
docks, railways, &c.; a royal or imperia) ordonnance is all 
that is requisite for departmental roads, canals, or railways, of 
less than 123 miles in length, or for bridges or other works of 
/minor importance ; but this ordonnance can only be issued 
jafter an administrative inquiry. 

|. The second chapter regulates the measures to be observed 
| by the administration—that is to say, the particular depart- 
‘ment of the public service which the works for which the ex- 
| propriation is required—wi ith respect to the expropriation. 
These consist in preparing detailed plans of the properties to 
‘be affected, which are deposited for public inspection at the 
/mairie of the commune in which they ure situated, for the 
| space of eight days from the date of the notice. given by sound 
|of drum or trumpet, and by a bill posted at the doors of the 
churches, chapels, mairies, or town halls, of the locality. At 
| the expiration of this delay, a commission of inquiry is held, 
under the presidence of the sous-prefect of the arrondissement, 
consisting ‘of four members of the conseil-général or of the 
‘conseil d’ "arrondissement, named by the prefect, of the mayor 
| of the commune, and the engineer entrusted with the execution 
‘of the work. This commission receives all the observations 
}and suggestions made to it, and transmits the results of its 
| investigations to the prefect, who thereupon issues a decree 
| indicating the properties to be expropriated, and the epoch at 
which they are to be taken possession of. The legal adviser 
(procurer du Roi, ou de l’ Empéreur) presents this decree to the 
courts, and applies for the decision by which the State or its 
delegates is entitled to expropriate the properties named in the 
prefect’s s decree. The decision of the law courts is published 
in the commune in which each particular property is situated, 
and an extract is transmitted to every person affected, contain - 
|ing an indication of the extent and manner in which his pro- 
perty is to be interfered with. Several very minute regulations 
are appended, for the purpose of protecting the rights of minors, 
of persons incapacitated from direct action, or of mortgagees, 
lor holders of securities. 

The fourth chapter contains the provisions for ascertaining 
the indemnities to be paid for the properties to which the ex- 
propriation is applied. The owner is bound within eight days 
to inform all parties having any lien upon the property, 
whether of usufruct, servitude, habitation, or usance, and to 
inform the administration of all such liens; otherwise he is 
responsible to those parties for any loss to which they may be 
exposed. ‘The administration then notifies to the persons in- 
terested the sums it offers for the purchase and indemnities ; 
/and those persons are bound within fifteen days, either to de- 
\clare their acceptance of the offers, or to state the amount of 
itheir claim. In case of disagreement, the administration cites 
'the interested parties before a jury, specially called to decide 
these questions; but it is provided that in no case shall the 
‘amount granted fall short of the sum offered by the adminis- 
‘tration, or exceed that claimed by the owner. Tt is provided, 
‘that if any building should be affected by the expropriation, 
i the proprietor may insist upon the whole being taken ; as also 
| he can insist upon the whole of # plot of grounds being taken, 
if three-fourths of the whole surface are expropriated, and the 

owner should not possess any other land in the immediate 
| proximity to the particular plot. 

| Chapter the fifth regulates the payment of the indemnities. 
|These, it is provided, must always be entirely paid before 
| possession of the property expropriated can be taken; but if 
the owners refuse to receive the sums allotted by the jury, 
possession may be taken after a duly-attested offer thereof has 
| been made, and the money has been deposited in the bureau 
des depots et consignations. In case of the existence of any 
peculiar engagements or liabilities affecting the property, the 
sums allotted are to be paid into the above-named bureau, to 
be subsequently distributed by decision of the law courts. 
There is a provision by which the administration is compelled 
to give effect to the decree of the tribunal authorising the ex- 
propriation, within six months from the date of such decree, 
and for the payment of interest upon the amount of the sums 
allotted, if they be not paid, also within the delay of six months. 
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The sixth chapter contains the miscellaneous regulations 
with respect to the forms of contract to be followed, the 
notices to be given, the plans, reports, judgments, receipts, 
stamps, &c., which of course are only applicable in France. It 
contains also some provisions for the sale of surplus lands; it 
provides that the delegates of the State, or the administration, 
may exercise the powers and the rights conferred on the latter ; 
and that the proprietor shall enjoy, without payment, the elec- 
toral privileges to which the taxes upon the property expro-_ 
priated would have entitled him for twelvemonths after the 
surrender of the property. 

The seventh chapter provides that, when there is an urgent 
necessity for the immediate possession of lands not built upon, 
such necessity may be declared by a royal decree. Power is 
thereupon given to the administration to take immediate pos- | 
session of the land, after the fulfilment of certain conditions, 
necessary to enable the law courts to judge of this urgency, 
and to appreciate the value of the property. The administra- 
tion is bound to deposit the assumed value, and, in addition, 
two years’ interest at five per cent. Moreover, either the 
administration, or the proprietor whose land is so taken, is en- 
titled to cause its value to be ascertained as speedily as pos- 
sible by a jury, in the manner described in chapter the fourth. | 
Works connected with fortifications, naval constructions, or 
other portions of the national defences, are exempted from 
some of the provisions of this law, so far as the delays in ob- 
taining possession of the ground are concerned ; but the value, 
even in such cases, it is provided, shall be ascertained by a 
jury in the ordinary. 

An imperial decree, dated March 26, 1852, places the city | 
of Paris in a rather exceptional position in the expropriations 
for public good which are carried into effect within its bounda- | 
ries. The municipality of Paris is thereby empowered, in any | 
project it may be authorised to carry into effect for the im- | 
provement of old or the opening of new streets, to expropriate | 
the whole of the properties so affected, when it is considered that 
the portions not immediately required for the public service | 
are not of sufficient dimensions to allow the construction of 
buildings presenting the necessary conditions of space and | 
ventilation. The 50th clause of the law of 1841 gave the pro- | 
prietor, it is true, the right to compel the administration to | 
take the whole of his land or buildings, under certain circum- | 
stances ; but the administration had no reciprocal option. It was | 
found, in practice, that the improvement in the value of pro- | 
perty upon the lines of new streets induced the original owners | 
to retain and build upon the unexpropriated slips, even when 
the area of the latter was not sufficient to allow the construc- 
tion of healthy dwellings; and the decree of 1852 was intro- 
duced in order to obviate the social evil thence ensuing. 

Such are the general characteristics of the precautions 
adopted by the French legislators to protect the rights of 
private property, with which they very correctly hold that the 
stability of all social institutions is directly connected. At the 
present day, even we also in England hold that such property 
ought only to be compulsorily dealt with after a proper inves- | 
tigation before Parliament, and the fulfilment of the conditions 
of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act. It is seriously ques- || 
tioned by those most competent to form an opinion, whether | 
this act be of a nature to secure the objects for which it was 
designed ; and there can be little doubt that, practically, the 
system of arbitration thereby established is attended by many 
serious evils. The principle we have hitherto followed—that 
no interference with private property should be allowed until 
the necessity for such a dangerous exception from ordinary 
law has been proved before the tribunal assumed to be the 
most impartial as well as competent to deal with such cases—is, || 
however, the basis of our legislation upon the subject ; and it | 
is on this account that the attempt made by Sir B. Hall and | 
his clique to destroy such an important principle by a kind of | 
side-wind, must be considered to be unconstitutional, and dan- || 
gerous in the extreme. It is pretended that “the law’s de-|, 
lays’’ at present render it difficult to carry out works of public | 
utility ; but, even if this be true, the question as to whether | 
any pretence or any reason of public utility should be allowed | 
to set aside private rights remains without solution. Jt may, | 
be a very fine thing for a town to build streets, to erect water- } 
works, to lay down homeopathic sewers (such as are asserted 
to prevent cholera, but which really produce permanent low 
fevers); but the community at large must suffer if the se- | 
curity of property be endangered, or exposed to the trickery |, 
and jobbery proved to be inseparable from the operations of | 
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our most incapable administrations. Real property only has a 
superior value to personal property because it is believed to be 
protected from any but legislative interference. Let this pres- 
tige be once destroyed, and all such property must be at once 
depreciated; and it is therefore the interest and the duty of 
every owner of this class of property to take measures to pre- 
vent the enactment of hasty and ill-contrived laws, which may 





| the Lands Clauses Act. 


so ruinously affect not only their interests, but eventually those 
of the whole of the community. 

In the Public Health Bill, as originally framed, it was pro- 
vided that the consent of the court of quarter sessions, after 


‘the fulfilment of a few illusory forms, should be substituted for 


the consent of the legislature, previously to the application of 
Even the carefully-selected com- 
mittee now sitting upon Sir B. Hali’s extraordinary bills 


appears to have been staggered at the fatal nature of this 


alteration of our law; and it is understood that an attempt 
has been made to retain the parliamentary protection of landed 
property. As the (so-called) amended bill is not yet published, 


| it may be dangerous to réason absolutely upon the definite re- 
_ commendations of the committee; yet enough of the secrets 


of that prison-house have been told to entitle the public to 
suspect that the new draught is only more artfully illusory 
than the original one. It is said to be proposed that local 


boards shall petition (we used formerly to memorialise, but 


bureaucracy has changed this) the General Board of Health to 
apply the powers of the Lands Clauses Act; and that, after 
‘some of the usual farces of investigation by superintending 
inspectors, the General Board may issue a provisional order 
for that purpose. At the end of the sessions, the General 
Board is to be bound to present for the consideration of Par- 
liament a general confirmatory act, to legalise the various 
provisional orders issued by it. This would be, in our opinion, 


_a deliberate insult to the common sense of the country, and a 
| mere delusion and a snare. Hitherto the confirmatory acts 


‘of the General Board of Health have been passed in a manner, 
far from satisfagtory to parties interested, and which has in 
many cases been considered to be little in accordance with the 
| ordinary rules of fair dealing. Few people know, or appreciate, 
‘the effects of confirmatory acts; the public in general treats 
‘these matters with carelessness and indifference ; so that many 
‘vital questions are disposed of, without challenge, under their 
‘shadow. It would be dangerous to entrust such vague powers 
'as are now proposed to be conferred on even the strongest and 
most honest administration. What must be the case when 
they fall into the hands of a clique such as lately has played 
'the fantastic tricks which have already cost the country so 
dear, and which have justified the bitter attacks of its quondam 
antagonist, now its obedient servant, Sir B. Hall himself ? 

If the landowners of England do not soon bestir themselves, 


| we warn them that their turn will arrive, and that their pro- 
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perty will only be held under the good-will and pleasure of the 
new bureaucracy. They stood by, and in too many cases ap- 
plauded, when public companies were handed over to the 
tender mercies of the “ dirty place hunters ’’—they forgot the 
maxim, “tua res agitur, paries cum proximus aréet’’—and 
now they will find that, unless they make a vigorous effort, they 
also will be made the victims of a system of centralisation—of 
‘destruction of individual rights, which our nation appears dis- 
posed to adopt, when all others have recognised its evils, and 
|are labouring earnestly to cast aside. 


Communicated Articles. 


| 

| BUYING AND SELLING. 

Tue endeavour to establish a fixed standard of value for property 
| of every description has often and long engaged the attention of 
| political economists; but no such invariable standard has yet been 
discovered, even for the valuation of land, the most stable of all 
| property ; and it is still more difficult to assign fixed values to 
\things which from their nature are variable and always liable to 
| great fluctuation. When, for instance, it is attempted to fix a value 
on a gas-work, or a manufacturing establishment of any description, 
there are so many circumstances to be taken into consideration, that 
it becomes a difficult matter, even when the mere plant is to 
be valued, to arrive at a fair decision, and when the good-will of 
the business has to be considered, the difficulty is still further in- 
creased. Certain principles of valuation, however, have been 
recognised, by the application of which a fair and honest estimate 
may generally be made. The annual rent or profit derivable from 
property has been conveniently taken as a standard of value; and 
after a careful and rational examination of the stability of the pro- 











perty and the probability of the continued realisation of such rents 








or profits in future, the amount of a single year’s produce is multi- 
plied by a certain number of years’ rent or profit, and that sum is 
taken as the real present value. It is evident that there must be 


great latitude allowed in the application of such a principle; for! 


whilst some property may be so stable as to be fairly worth thirty 


| 


| 





or even forty times the amount of the annual rent, others may be | 


not worth more than three.or four years’ purchase. 


The principle having been established, that the commercial value || 
of an undertaking may be estimated by a certain number of years’ || 


purchase, the difficulty of determining the actual value is greatly 
diminished, especially when several preceding cases can be adduced, 
fixing the number of years’ purchase that certain works are worth. 
Nor should any difficulty be expected to arise when parties, having 
sold property by that recognised standard of value, are about to 
become purchasers of property of the same kind. But a recent case 
has occurred, which shows most remarkably what diff: rent views of 
the same subject may be taken when seen from the opposite posi- 
tions of buyer and seller. ‘These observations are suggested by the 


proceedings under a recent arbitration, the object of which was to | 


ascertain the ‘ commercial value” of the Deptford Gas Works. 

It will he within the recollection of the readers of this JourNAL 
that, in the session of 1854, the Deptford Gas Company and the 
Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company applied to Parlament; the 
former for power to raise additional capital, and the latter to 
legalise their previously irregular position by legislative enactment. 
The parties strongly opposed each other, till at the last moment an 


arrangement was made, in accordance with which the Deptford | 


Company withdrew their bill; the Surrey Company agreeing, as a 
consideration, to purchase their works at their “ commercial value;” 
the amount was to be settled by arbitration, it being an express 
stipulation that the arbitrators were to deal with the subject as if 
the Surrey Consumers’ Bill had not passed; and, consequently, the 
Deptford Company were to be regarded as having the monopoly of 
supplying gas in Deptford. ‘The possession of this acknowledged 
monopoly would, of course, considerably enhance the commercial 
value of the Deptford Company’s works; and the introduction of 


such a stipulation showed clearly that it was the intention of both | 


parties that the works should be valued on the principle of yearly 
profits and prospective advantages. 

In searching for precedents, the Deptford Company found one 
which appeared to correspond in some of its features with their 
own case, and they accordingly adopted it, with such modifications 
as the difference in circumstances made requisite. ‘lhey did this 
the more readily because, as the selling party in that case was to be 
one of the purchasers, it was assumed there would be no difficulty 
in agreeing to the principle on which the property was ‘to be 
valued. The precedent alluded to was that of the Tottenham and 
Edmonton Gas Company. 
private individual, who had established a gas-work without statu- 
tory powers for the supply of Tottenham and Edmonton, was 
desirous to dispose of his works, and proposed to sell them to a 
company on terms set forth in a prospectus which was published 
in the London papers of August, 1847. ‘The prospectus stated 
that the company, with a proposed capital of £25,000, in £5 shares, 


had entered into an arrangement wih the proprietor of the gas- | 


works at Tottenham for their purchase, on terms which would 
secure to the shareholders a return of 6 per cent. per annum upon 


the paid-up capital for the first year of operation ; and they calcu- | 


lated on a considerable increase in future years from the increased 
extension of the use of gas. ‘There were said to be, at the time of 
purchase, upwards of ten miles of main and service-pipes laid down 
and in use. ‘The following is stated to have been *‘ the mode of 
purchase agreed upon between the directors and the present pro- 
prietor, viz.:—After deducting the expenses of carrying on the 


works from the gross income, for every £60 net profit realised || 


during the first year, £1000 to be paid to the proprietor.” 

The capital was speedily subscribed; and, though some of the 
applicants became defaulters, the vendor of the works agreed to 
take up their shares on being credited with the forfeited deposits. 
The profits of the first year, from September 8, 1847, were agreed 
to be taken as the basis on which the purchase-money was to be 


The circumstances were these:—A | 


calculated; and, from the accounts lodged with the Registrar of | 
; 8 8 


Joint-Stock Companies, it appears that the following were the 


results obtained :— 


Balance-Sheet of the Tottenham and Edmonton Gaslight and Coke 
Company, from Sept. 8, 1847, to Sept. 8, 1848. 






Receipts. Expenditure. 
To gas rental, as per acct.... £1711 6 9 By coals ...........cceeeeeeseeeeee 6 
Coke do. -. 61110 lv Wages ......... 
SET seiaéetcoseoukousenens 1910 10 | Salaries ............0 0 
DOP casccpesee bl 2 2] Rates ana taxes 4 
Ammonia ..., 3117 2 | Retort depreciation...:..... 2210 0 
Refuse lime .... 017 8 Keserve tor outstanding 
Gasefittings ............cc000 206 7 2 GIEIEE sanecoenssenerceceveten 10 6 0 
General expenses, and 
wear and tear .......0008 86 7 4 
Paar arr 23.15 0 
Balance ..........+0eceeee serves 928 1 8 
— -- + 
£26382 2 7 | £2632 2 7 


Examined and compared with the books and vouchers. 
(Sign: d) Ropexrt Laine : 
Joun Nico, Auditors. 


JAMES I’RICKWELL, 
A. ANGUS CROLL, } Directors. 


Oct 9, 1848, 
(Signe:l) 

















9\} 











Cy Sere, 


|e <A “AIO TORME ES ie vpn able anas Oa Ee ed nee 








98 


| Upon this balance-sheet the selling price of the works was fixed 


| at £15.468, or 16% years’ purchase on the profit; and the vendor’s 
account in the company’s ledger is credited with the following 
sums :— 

Purchase-money of works 





sca aces See OO 











One year’s interest thereon,..... Rd 773 8 8 
| One vear's salary of manager...... 200 0 O 
Forfeited deposit on 780 shares .... 195 0 O 
£16,636 8 8 


An item in the balance-sheet of £206. 7s. 2d. for profit on gas 
fittings, added upwards of £3400 to the purchase-money. This 
| source of profit was reduced in the next year to £41. 7s. 7d., and 
,in the third year entirely disappears. 

The structural value of the plant of the Tottenham works was 
\less than usual in works of equal magnitude, for the mains had 
i been purchased at little more than the value of old iron from the 
Imperial Gas Company, who had formerly supplied the district ; and 
the tanks had been obtained from the Nottingham Gas Company 
at a cheap rate, after thirty years of hard service. The sum ex- 
' pended on the works is understood to have been under £8000. 

Such were the conditions bargained for and obtained in 1847 by 
the proprietor of the ‘Tottenham Gas Works, who had no statutory 
privileges to dispose of, and, so far from having a monopoly of 
the district, possessed it merely on sufferance. ‘lhe year 1855 finds 
1 the same individual the engineer and lessee of the Surrey Consumers’ 
|'Gas Company; and the Deptford Company had, therefore, good 
| ground for supposing that the same principles of estimating the 
|, value of gas-works, which he had insisted on as just and reasonable, 
| and had succeeded in establishing in 1847, would have been fully 
|, Tecognised by him in 1855, in a case wherein the vendors had 
|| much stronger claims for a liberal construction of that principle of 
||valuation. ‘here seemed to be nothing wanting but to adduce 
|! such proofs of the commercial value of the works as would satisfy 
|| the arbitrators that they were in good condition, and that the profits 
|| fairly derivable from the undertaking were of a certain amount ; 
|and, as upwards of 16 years’ purchase had been obtained in the 
{sale of tha Tottenham Gas Works, the Deptford Company were 
|| justified in expecting at least the same estimated value for theirs. 
|'Fo substantiate their case, they produced before the arbitrators a 
||number of engineers and surveyors of unimpeachable integrity 
jjand ability, accustomed to make such valuations, who assigned 
the following values to the works in question :— 





| 


The Surrey Company, having ultimately withdrawn from the 
arbitration without disclosing the nature of the case it was their 
| intention to set up, no further light is thrown upon it than that 
|, afforded by the line of cross-examination adopted with the Deptford 
| Company’s witnesses. This leads to the conclusion that “ struc- 
| tural’? value was to be the basis of their valuation, which, as one of 
| the witnesses aptly observed, wuld give the same value for a gas- 
i; work erected on Salisbury Plain as for one in the heart of a popu- 
lous city. Quires of lithographed bills of quantities of rods of brick- 
work, yards’ run of pipes, feet super of cast-iron plates, feet run of 
jointing, and Ibs. weight of screw-bolts, may possibly furnish the 
details for an estimate of £14,000, which it was rumoured was the 
* structural value” the Surrey Company’s witnesses were prepared to 
support; but the arbitrators caused it clearly to be understood that 
they could admit no such mode of valuation to influence them; and, 
as the Surrey Company failed in their strenuous exertions to induce 
men of character and e,perience to come forward to rebut the case 
made out by the Depiford Company, they have had the meanness 
to resort to a legal shuffle, in the hope of being able to yet out of a 
bargain, the chief consideration for which they have already re- 
ceived, viz., the withdrawal of the Deptford Company from their 
opposition to their bill of last year. 

The title-deeds of the Deptiord Company were produced before 
the arhitrators.and are so unimpeachable, at either law or equity, as 
to stamp the threatened appeal to the Court of Chancery with all 
the characteristics of a pettilogging attempt to bully an adversary 
who is presumed to be too weak successfully to resist such an 
instrument of persecution. 

In the meantime, as the arbitrators have been unable to agree 
the umpire has made his award of £20,878; at which price a 
“ Souruwark AND Deprrorp INDEPENDENT Gas CoMPANY”’ 
will, in all probability, speedily be formed to take the works, should 

the Surrey Company adhere to their resolution of repudiating their 

| purchase, 

|| Some of the witnesses examined have been assailed publicly and 
j privately by the partisans of the Surrey Company for the evidence 
| they gave in the course of these proceedings. 

} “Mr. Pearse, late engimeer for the British Gas Company, is” stated to 
| be ‘facquainted with the fact that that company’s works and mains, in- 
¥———___ . 


HH 

| Ce ee eee o £25,877 
| Cg ee igi iataneea 25,085 
} We HEOREIBOOE Skin oxew cece ees 26,880 
CUO POMGO Ss 5 s6:ciaiesceeeica ws 28,246 
PUAN UOT leis cos. 6.cie'n!oc'se eis 26,040 
| Charles Lee (surveyor)........... 25,417 
1 — Hammack (do.) ........... 28,246 
| Thomas G. Barlow.............. 25,877 
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cluding a large amount of house property, was disposed of to the Com- 
mercial for a sum of £120,000. If, therefore, £28,400 is a fair price to 
obtain for £3300 of rental, £120,000 would be a fair price to have ob- 
tained for a rental of £13,900; but Mr. Pearse knows that his company 
gave up a rental very nearly three times this amount to obtain their 
£120,000. 

Mr. Pearse could be acquainted with no such thing. The 
British rental was under £21,000, instead of thrice £13,900, and 
the profits were under £6000 a year; so that his company obtained 
in reality upwards of twenty years’ purchase for their property, | 
and their whole works were built on leasehold ground, having | 
only seven years to run, and are now dismantled, the apparatus, | 
&c., being sold piecemeal. Again, it is said:— 

“ Mr. Barlow might, too, very conveniently be referred to a well-known | 
production, called ‘A Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Carlisle,’ in) 
which the author triumphantly draws aside the veil which has hitherto | 
hung over the solution to the question: ‘ What is the cost price of gas in| 
London,’ and declares it to be 3s. 14d. per 1000 feet, ‘as delivered 
into the gasholder!’ Mr. Barlow now says that the Deptford Gas Com- 
pany, with their works and mains, are in a better position than all the 
metropolitan companies put together.” 

The reputed writer of this paragraph had an opportunity, while 
cross-examining Mr. Barlow, with this letter in his hand, of asking 
any explanation he wished respecting it; and, having failed to do 
so, it is only fair to presume that he was quite aware it would not 
benefit his clients case to elicit an explanation on the subject. 

Mr. Lowe, too, comes in for his share of vituperation, and is 
told that he should 

‘* Look at home before he boldly asserts that a concern with a rental 
of £3300 is worth £28,400; for, were this the case, the Chartered Gas 
Company’s works and mains, with a rental of £157,300, would be worth 
£1,353,000; and as their profit is £16,978, the capitalist who might be fool- 
hardy enou-h to give that sum for them, would have to content himself 
with a return of 1} per cent. upon his outlay. Either Mr. Lowe must be 
far wrong in his present mode of valuation, or there must be wir want 
of — not to produce more than £16,978 profit out of £157,300 
rental.” 

Neither Mr. Lowe nor any other of the witnesses based their | 
estimate upon rental, but upon profit to be derived from the rental. | 
The statement about the Chartered Gas Company is, indeed, alto- | 
gether incorrect. ‘Their last accounts exhibit a profit of £13,260, 
on the half-year ending the 25th of December last, notwithstanding | 
the heavy expenses incurred by the substitution of clay for iron) 
retorts at the Westminster station; and there is every probability 
of the actual profit for the current exceeding £35,000, which, at | 
sixteen years’ purchase, would amount to £560,000 as the present 
value of the works, instead of the extravagantly large sum assumed. 

The statements of the witnesses, that the cost at which gas can be 
manufactured and distributed at such a work as that at Deptford 
would not exceed 2s. 6d. per 1000 feet, are not agreeable to 
the views now taken by the Surrey Consumers’ Company and 
their partisan. ‘That those estimates are in accordance with the 
results of experience with which the cavillers at them must be 
familiar, may be proved by a careful examination of the late balance- 
sheets of the ‘l'ottenham and Edmonton Gas Company, as lodged 
with the Registrar-General. ‘Though the quantities of coal distilled 
and of the gas obtained are not directly specified, an experienced | 
person, knowing the prices of coals at those periods, may make a 
tolerably accurate estimate of the quantities from the amounts 
expended. ‘The following figures, founded on the data afforded, | 
will represent a close approximation to the actual cost per 1000 
























































feet of gas at the ‘lottenham works :— | 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 24, 1853. | 
The estimated production of gas is 13,000,000 cubic feet. 
Expenditure. } 
1444 tons of coal carbonised, _ pene | 
yielding 9000 cubic feet of Gas made. 
gas, and costing 16s. perton £1148 19 11 \ 
Lime and manganese ...... 42 15 6 | 
£1191 15 4 
Deduct residuary products— 
Coke sold.... £705 15 6 
Ammonia and 
lime ...... 2717 © | 
———— | £733 12 6 { 
£458 210 8:45d. 
Wear and tear of retorts .......... 000 oo | 208..8..9 1:85 || 
Wages, including lamplighting .......... 
Rates and taxes ........ Spaeinceuedna eee | 388516 2 7°12 
Salaries— 27 4 0 “56 | 
Divectors ..< cecccce cscs £150 0 0 } 
Auditors,..... eoccce 20 0 0 
ten. git Ee ee 8 0 0 
SR Se ccieeeveddees 30 0 0 
——-_—_ | £285 0 0 5°26 
Sundry stationery, printing, &c.......... 28 2 10 52 
Total cost of gas ...... .. |£1284 5 10 {1ls. 11°71d. 
Revenue, 
13,000,000 cubic feet of gas supptied, pro- 
eee renner? (reer ste cannes eeee £2846 13 2 | 48, 4°55d. 
Net profit on gas manufacture .. £1562 7 4] 2s, 484d. | 
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YEAR ENDING JUNE 24, 1854. 
The estimated production of gas is 13,500,000 cubic feet. 

















| 
| Expenditure. 
' 
‘ 
1/1500 tons of coal carbonised, a - _ 
|| yielding 9000 cubic feet of Gas made. 
gas, and costing 23s, 9d. 
1] POR tom .....6.0.0000-..) £1781 10 9 
| Lime and manganese. ...... 83 2 6 
| £1864 13 2 
| Deduct residuary products— 
| Cokesold....£1177 12 11 
|| Ammonia.... 31 0 0 
| ————_| £1208 12 11 
——-—— | £656 0 3 11°66d. 
Wear and tear of retorts................ 100 0 0 1°77 
Wages, including lamplighting.......... | 449 9 6} 7°99 
OS LS 69 4 7} 1°05 
Salaries — Directors, auditors, manager, | 
SS i” eee rey er eee 310 0 0 §°21 
Printing, stationery, &c. ........00eseeee 6110 7 | 1-09 
Total cost of gas ..........00.. |£1636 4 11 |2s. 5-08d. 
Revenue. 
13,500,000 cubic feet of gas supplied, pro- 
GOCING 0.0.00 00 sc ccccssice.ccesceeecccces £2965 1 6] 4s. 4°71d. 








Net profit, as per balance-sheet.. £1328 16 7 | 1s. 11°62d. 


It is well known, that in the year 1854 the price of coals in 

London was unusually high, and these accounts afford conclusive 
evidence that the estimate of 2s. 6d. the 1000 feet is more than 
ample for the cost of gas in ordinary years, if there be no changes 
in connection with public lamps, and when the quantity consumed 
is not less than 25,000,000 of feet per annum.* The attempt to 
exaggerate the cost-price of gas at one time, and to lower it at 
another, is a practice which may suit the objects of speculators; but 
|it is equally opposed to fair dealing and to truth. 
The circumstances of this transaction for the disposal of the 
| Deptford Gas Company’s works reflect little lustre on the com- 
|mercial honour of the parties who engaged to purchase, and exhibit 
|a breach of faith that is calculated to shake confidence in all such 
|arrangements in future. The simple facts of the case are shortly 
these :—Certain parties wanting to pass a bill through Parliament, 
| offer to buy off the opposition of competing claimants; and when 
|they have gained their point, they refuse to complete their part of 
the bargain by the shuffling pretext of defect in the title. 

Had the arbitrators been inclined to decide in the purchasers’ 
|| favour, and been willing, in opposition to justice and precedent, to 
have estimated the value of the works on the worth of the mate- 
rials alone, the title would not have been called in question, for it 
jis the same as that on which the Greenwich Railway Company 
| possess their property. But alleged defect in the title is always a 
convenient excuse for withdrawing from a contract involving the 
possession of land. ‘That it was a mere excuse for not completing 
the bargain made with the Deptford Gas Company is only too 
| apparent; and the breach of faith in that case will, no doubt, serve 
|as a caution, in all similar arrangements in future, to specify by 
| legal agreement the mode of valuation, and to fix with greater 
precision what is meant by “ commercial value.” 
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Correspondence. 


DRY GAS-METERS. 

_Sir,—A column of your Journau for last month being occu- 
pied by the “ vagaries” of wet-meter advocates, you will, doubt- 
less, grant a corner to the “drys,” who would maintain with GZsop’s 
eurrier, “There is nothing like leather.” 

Of the three epistles, Mr. Pinchbeck’s modest plea for wet meters 
claims first attention, proffering disinterested advice which should 
be associated with his advertisement in the second page of the same 
JourNAL — “ James Pinchbeck, gas-meter manufacturer,” &c. 
“N.B. Repairs on the lowest scale.” These, placed in juxta- 
position, are cogent arguments for the adoption of the water-cure 
(not cold water, after the experience of the past winter), and will 
demonstrate to an unbiassed judgment the propriety of Mr. P.’s 
advice to “‘ A London Merchant's ” correspondent, “‘ to get rid of 
what dry meters he has on hand, and in future order” wet meters. 

There are two more paragraphs in this consistent epistle worthy 
of notice. Mr. Pinchbeck acknowledges “ that the wet meter re- 
quires attention;” and, again, admits “that the use of the dry 
meter has heen much encouraged.” 7 

The “ London Merchant” and “ A Provincial Gas Manager ”’ are 
referred, in answer to their communications, to an extract, sub- 
Joined, from a work entitled “ Gas Lighting, its Progress and Pros- 
pects,” by J. O. N. Rutter, who is neither a maker nor a repairer 
of meters, but a gentleman of great practical knowledge and scien- 
tific attainments. 


* The Tottenham Company's balance-sheet discloses a scale of remune- 
rating the services of those engaged in the company’s concerns, which it 
18 to be hoped has few imitators. The manager’s salary is set down at 
only £85, whilst half a dozen directors, for their attendance perhaps once 
4 Month, share among them £1450, 

















— 





‘* That dry meters have been made which measure gas accurately; that 
they will pass any given quantity, according to their size, steadily, and | 
with such a trifling degree of resistance as to be scarcely worth noticing ; | 
that they will perform this duty when exposed to extreme cl:anges of tem- | 
perature; and that they have continued to do so, subject to the conditions | 
of every-day practice, for years in succession, and without the least symp- | 
toms of failure, has been satisfactorily ascertained.” 


Westminster, May 3, 1855. W. J. WARNER. 





PARAFFINE CANDLES. 

S1r,—I observe in an article inserted in your number for March 
last (“ Resuscitation of Peat Gas”’), that paraffine candles, and | 
other products from the distillation of shale, have never found 
their way into the market. In our factory, near Bonn, which has | 
been at work about two years and a half, we have distilled every 
week 100 tons of shale, and obtained therefrom 1000 gallons of 
light oil for burning in camphine lamps, 500 gallons of heavy oil | 
for Argand and Carrel lamps, 300 gallons of thick oil for oil-gas 
factories, and half a ton of paraffine candles. 

The whole products are brought into the market; and there 
is such a demand for oi] and candles, that I shall extend the fac- 
tory this year. | 

You can see some of our candles by applying to Mr. Madden, 3, | 
Leadenhall-street, London. P. WAGENMANN, | 

Bonn, May 4, 1855. 

[Our correspondent will, if he again peruses the article in ques- | 
tion, find that it refers exclusively to the products of peat, and in 
no respect relates to those of bituminous shale, which have long 
since been articles of commerce; and we reiterate our assertion, that 
up to the present neither oil nor paraftine obtained from the distilla- 
tion of peat have ever yet found their way into the market as | 
articles of commerce.—Eb.J. G. L. 





a 
| 





Register of New Patents. 


2104.—Grorcr Fercusson Witson, of Belmont, Vauxhall, managing | 
director of Price’s Patent Candle Company, and Grorcr Payne, of || 
the same place, for * Improvements in the manufacture and applica- 

tion of rosin oil,”” Patent dated Sept. 30, 1854. 

The inventors have discovered that by distilling rosin oil with the air 
excluded by preference by means of an atmosphere of steam, and then 

treating it with sulphuric acid, and subjecting it to further distillation || 
with the air excluded by preference in an atmosphere of steam, and by | 
treating rosin oil with sulphwic acid, subjecting it to distillation with | 
the air excluded by preference by steam, products valuable for light- | 
ing, lubricating, or use in soap-making are obtained. The following 

is the mode of performirg the same :-— 

Rosin oil is first distilled in an atmosphere of steam, preferring to 
use superheated steam introduced below the rosin oil, and so that it | 
may rise up in numerous streams through the rosin oil in astill, which || 
process of distilling rosin oil is, however, not in itself new. {| 

The distilled product of rosin oil is, when cold, mixed with about | 
10 per cent. in weight of sulphuric acid (at aspecific gravity about 1°8), | 
the mixture being kept stirred for about two hours. The rosin oil is | 
then to be allowed to stand for about twenty-four hours and to be de- | 
canted from the sediment, ‘The rosin oil is again distilled with the 
atmospheric air excluded as before described, and the process will be. 
completed. 

In place of first distilling the rosin oil, as above directed, it may be 
at once treated with the sulphuric acid, and then distilled in a still 
from which the atmospheric air is excluded, but it is preferred so to 
distil rosin oil before as well as after acting on it by sulphuric acid, | 
The purified products of rosin oil thus obtained may be uscd in lamps 
suitable for burning heavy hydro-carbons, Such purified products of 
rosin oil may also be mixed with o:dinary lubricating oils and greases 
for the purposes of lubricating machinery, and such purified products 
of rosin oil may also be used in place of rosin in the manufacture of 
soap. 
2212.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s-inn-fields, and of Glas- | 

gow, N.B., gentleman, for ** An improved apparatus for discovering 

the leakage or escape of gas.’ Provisional protection only obtained. 

This invention relates to a peculiar arrangement of apparatus for 
discovering any leakage or escape of gas in buildings lighted by that 
medium, and consists in forcing a certain quantity of atmospheric air 
into the pipes and apparatus connected therewith by means of a force | 
pump, the cocks of the burners and main-cock being previously | 
closed. A pressure-gauge, or indicator, is attached to the pipes to | 
indicate the exact pressure within, and when any leakage is taking | 
place, it will at once be indicated by the pressure-gauye, and by the 
whistling of the out-rushing jet. A small safety valve is also fitted 
to the pipes to regulate the amount of pressure within. ‘The force- | 
pump before mentioned is also applicable for cleaning the pipes by 
forcing a liquid therein. 
2249.—AnranamM Gerarp Brape, of Paris, France, and 133, Salis- | 

bury-square, London, for ** Jmprovements in the manufacture uf gas- 

fittings.’ Provisional protection only obtained. 

‘These improvements consist in making the body of the fittings in | 
brass, iron, or any other suitable metal tubing, in the ordinary man- 
ner, and afterwards affixing to this tubing the ornaments in the fol- 
lowing manner :—Suitable hollow moulds, offering in their interior 
the form of the ornament to be cast, are provided, and being formed 
of two, three, or more pieces, according to the form of the ornament, | 
they permit of inserting the tube in them, leaving a space round the 
latter in such a way that zinc, or any other suitable metal or material, 
being cast into the moulds, the melted metal embodying entirely cer- 
tain parts of the tube, make those castings adhere firmly to the said 
tubing; and in order to givefmore strength to these castings, iron, or 
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other suitable wire, is laid in the same manner as the tube itself in 
the interior of the moulds, which wires will consequently be covered 
entirely by the metal or other material. The ornaments being thus 
cast, in metal or other suitable material, the moulds are removed, and 
the castings may be further lacquered, gilded, or ornamented, in any 
of the known methods. 


|| 2271.—ALexanpER Soutuwoop SrocxreEr, of No. 11, Poultry, Cheap- 
side, in the City of London, Manufacturer, for ‘‘ Certain improve- 
ments in the manufacture of tubes, applicable to gas and other pur- 
poses ; also, in the construction of certain engineering machinery and 
apparatus, and the application of the whole or part of the some to, and 
other means to be used and employed in the manufacture of tubes ; also, 
in the mode of manufacturing, and the application of certain articles 
connected with, or necessary to, the completion of such or other tubes,” 

Provisional protection only obtained. 

This invention consists in manufacturing tubes in their circular 
form of such diameter that one shall fit one within the other, like 
telescope fittings; and, when two or more are placed one within 
another, they are submitted to a bath of soldering, or other material, 
when all the interstices will be filled up, and the whole, when taken 
from the bath and allowed to cool, will become as it were one solid 
tube of immense strength. This tube may or may not be mounted 
with a coil of wire in its outer diameter from end to end. excepting 
leaving sufficient space at each end for length of screws for the 
purpose of connecting one tube with another, and in close contact 
with one another, in order that each coil shall, as well as the tubes, 
be cemented or soldered together in one solid mass. The sheets of 
metal, as also the wire, may or may not be coated with the soldering 
material previous to the manipulation of the tube having commenced. 
This tube would be stronger with the coil of wire round it, but it 
would be steam-tight in the absence of it. They may be made either 


way. 

The following is the mode of accomplishing another of these im- 
provements :—One single tube is taken, and upon it is mounted a 
continuous coil of wire, precisely in the same manner as that first 
described; before, however, commencing to coil the wire round this 
tube, the inventor places on its outer diameter, covering the seam from 
end to end, a thin strip of shect metal, say thirty wire gauge and £ 
of an inch wide of the desired curve, in accordance with the round 
of the tube; the addition of this piece of metal will by no means render 
the tube unsightly when finished, for it is so thin that the unevenness, 
or slightly uncircular form of the coil through its introduction, will 
scarcely be perceptible. It must be understood that all these tubes, 
up to a certain stage of manufacture, have an open seam, for each tube 
is merely a piece of sheet metal bent round into a circular form, the 
edges of which are not united prior to its being submitted to the bath. 
This being the case, the strip of metal is placed, covering the seam, 
for the purpose of forming an all-over resting-place or foundation for the 
solder, so that the liquid metal shall have a tendency to run in through 
the seam of the tube, and all about the strip cf metal, soldering it and 
the tube and its edges together; and by this means is procured an ad- 
ditional security for, provided the introduction of the strip of metal 
was disregarded, and the winding of the coil of wire in any particular 
part or parts of the tube was at all imperfect, or too wide from each 
other; such interstice or interstices would not by the solder become 
filled up, and the steam tightness of the tube would be dependent 
only then upon its two edges becoming completely soldered; and in 
case any fault should arise here, the tube would be a waster; whereas 
the strip of metal acts as a check, and prevents all uncertainties; for 
it will be evident that the liquid metal will have a tendency to run in 
and all about the outer surface of the strip of metal and its extreme 
edges, jointing together in close affinity the coiled wire, and by this 
means produce a very strong effectual and economical tube. The 
inventor, however, avails himself of the dispensing with the strip of 
metal which he designates a check-piece or safety segment. He also 
mokes the tubes without an open seam, which may be done in the 
ordinary manner. 

The machinery for the fabrication of these tubes is made in the 
following manner :—Suppose a 4-foot gas tube, ¢ inch in diameter, is 
to be made. A sheet of metal is taken, say 20 wire gauge, cut mathe- 
matically true to the desired length and width. The same is then 
placed in a half- circle rounding tool, which has setting edges for the 
sheet to drop in, care being taken that it shall be true, and not cross- 
wind with the die; a top tool now presses upon the sheet, forcing it 
down into the female die. When this is done, a round mandril of the 
proper diameter is placed within it, and it is then subjected to the 
action of a pair of rollers. 

The covering of the tubes is performed by fixing them upon a man- 
dril, in a suitable lathe, which has attached to it the necessary wire- 
holders. 

The screws for these tubes are made by submitting blanks of metal 
to a force, and forming them into capsules; these capsules are then 
filled with lead, placed within two dies, having screws put in them, 
and subjected to the force of an hydraulic press, by which means a 
perfect screw is obtained. The bottom of the capsule must now be 
punched out. It is then fixed upon the tube by the method of sol- 
dering ; at the same time the whole together is submitted to the bath 
for the purpose of being firmly united together, The ends of these 
tubes may also be screwed in the ordinary manner. They may also 
be bent by any of the modes well known. 


2331.—Ciaupg Laurent Victor Maurice, of St. Etienne, Loire, 
France, civil engineer, for ‘Certain improvements in carbonising 
coal, and in apparatus to be employed therein,’’ Provisional protec- 
tion only obtained. 

The coal is carbonised in a coke oven of circular or other suitable 

form, having an aperture or flue in the top or dome. In the brick- 

work, or voussoirs, of this oven is constructed a series of inclined 

perforations or passages, which enter the oven above the surtace of 

the charge of coal, and are directed upwards towards the aperture in 








the top. Those passages communicate with a flue or flues running 
round the oven, by which air is admitted. A conical sheet of air is 
thus constantly flowing from the sides or shoulders of the oven to the 
aperture in the top, without coming in contact with the mass of coal 
or coke in the oven. By this means the gas which comes off from 
the coal is ignited and burnt by the cone of air, while the solid mass 
of coal or coke is not exposed to the action of the air, 

A larger yield of coke is thus obtained than in the ordinary ovens 
in which the air is admitted at the door, and sweeps over the surface 
of the mass of coal or coke, and causes the combustion of a portion 
of it. 
2317.—Bewicke Biackgurn, of Clapham Common, in the county of) 

Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of pipes.”’ Patent 

dated October 31, 1854. | 
This invention consists in forming pipes of various sizes, and generally 
from about nine inches to three feet in diameter, and up to nine feet 
or more in length, by binding small pieces of wood together, over- | 
lapping and breaking joint with each other in a cylindrical form, and) 
connecting them with and completely imbedding them in asphalte, or 
other suitable cement. The pieces of wood preferred for the purpose | 
are about a quarter of an inch thick, and about two to eighteen inches | 
long, and from about three to six inches wide. It is also preferred | 
that they should be creosoted, and that the grain of the wood should | 
run obliquely to the length of the piece. For binding the wood it is pre-| 
ferred to use hoop-iron, about 1-20th ofan inch thick, and about half-an- | 
inch wide. The cement preferred is the asphalte commonly used for | 
coating railway arches, reservoirs, or other like works. The method of | 
making these pipes is as follows:—A cylindrical mould, the same 
diameter and length as the intended pipe, is formed of thin sheet iron. | 
This cylinder is fixed to an axle, and made to revolve at a speed at its 
circumference of about six feet a minute, and as it revolves the pieces 
of wood, one by one, are laid and bound on it by one or more lines of 
hoop-iron, which are drawn off reels by the revolution of the cylindri- 
cal mould, friction being applied to the reels to keep the binding-iron | 
sufficiently tight. When the pipes are to be furnished with spigot’ 
and faucet-joints, cast-iron rings are driven on to the two ends. A) 
jacket of thin sheet iron is then bound closely round the outside. The) 
whole is then to be heated to about 220° of Fahrenheit. It is then to | 
be set upright, and the asphalte heated to its greatest degree of} 
fluidity is to be poured in at the top between the inner and outer| 
cylinders of iron, so that it may flow down amongst the pieces of ‘| 
wood, and fill up the interstices, and make a solid concrete of the || 
whole. When cold, the inner and outer cylinders of sheet iron are to | 
be removed, and the pipe is complete. The thickness of the pipes is to 
be in proportion to their diameter, and to the pressure they are to 
stand; and the thickness is increased or diminished by giving the 
pieces of wood greater or less lap. 
2346.—Wit11aM Curtps, the younger, of Brighton, in the county of 

Sussex, manufacturer, for ** An Improvement in the manufacture of 

pipes and tubes.”’ Patent dated Nov. 6, 1854. 

This invention consists in a mode of manufacturing metal pipes and 
tubes by employing ribbons or strips of metal, tapered or chamfered |! 
at the edges, so as to make a scarf-joint when brought together, and } 
forming the pipes or tubes by winding the ribbons or strips spirally 
round a cyliyder, the edges being welded as quickly as they are 
brought together, or as fast as the pipe or tube is formed. 

The inventor also claims for the method of welding strips, plates, , 
or ribbons into a continuous length by means of rollers. i 
2347.—Lovuis ALEXANDRE Farson, mechanic, of Paris, France, for | 

** An improved system of jointing pipes, tubes, and conduits in general,” | 

Provisional protection only obtained. 1} 
This method of jointing dispenses entirely with screws in the jointing 
together of the ends of pipes, and is effected by means of a clip, which | 








takes into arim or collar on one pipe, and into an inclined ring on 
the end of the other pipe, which is to be joined to it; an indiarubber, 
or other like suitabiy elastic washer being interposed between the || 
two pipes. ‘This elastic washer fits into a channel in the end of one || 
pipe, while a projection from the end of the opposite pipe abuts |! 
against it. The tightening of the joint is effected by turning the clip | 
towards the inclination in the inclined ring, while the pipes may be |) 
detachea by turning the clip the reverse way. The clip fixes on to}, 
and is detachable from the collar and inclined ring by a bayonet- |! 
fastening. Should the pipe itself not admit of a rim or collar being 
cast on or forming body with it, then a supplementary joint-piece is || 
fixed into the end thereof, having the necessary rim or collar thereon. |; 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION | 

HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 
755.—Lovis AmBrois—E MicuEt Movucuet, of Paris, France, and of 
166, Fleet-street, London, merchant, for ‘* An improved method of | 
jointing pipes, tubes, and ducts.” 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PRO- 
CEED WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
610.—Vincent Scutty, Esq., of the city of Dublin, and Bennett 
Jouns Heywoop, gentlemen, of the same place, for ** An improved 
mode of regulating the supply of gas to gas-burners.”” March 13, 1856. 

2644.—Francis ARCHER, of Bishopsgate-street, in the City of London, 
and Witi1am Paprnezav, of Stratford, in the co, of Essex, manu- 

facturing chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in distilling peaty, schistose, 
bituminous, and vegetable matters.’ Dec. 15, 1854. 

2716.—GrorGe ANDERSON, of the Gas Works, Rotherhithe, in the co. 
of Surrey, gas engineer, for ‘* Improvements in purifying sewers and 
buildings or other places of noxious vapours, Dec. 23, 1854. 

13.—Fe.rx Gasrret Cerestin DeHaynin, of Paris, France, and of 
32, Essex-street, Strand, London, for ‘ Jmprovements in the puri- 
Jication of hydrogen gas."’ Jan. 3, 1855. 

2728.—'THomas Boy xe, of 45, Skinner-street, in the City of London, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in reflectors for artificial light,” 
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Parliamentary — Eutelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Tuvrspay, May 3. 
NEWPORT GAS BILL. 

The Select Committee in group M, to which the Halifax, Hyde, 
a Weston-Super-Mare, and Phoenix, South Metropolitan, 
London, and Surrey Gas Bills were referred, sat this day in No. 7 
Committee-room. It consisted of Mr. Hinpiey (Ashton-under- 
Lyne), Chairman; Lord R, Curnton (North Notts), Mr. Tomiine 
(Shrewsbury), Mr. Poxrau (North Hants), and Mr. J. C. Ewart 
(Liverpool). Some of the bills having been withdrawn, and the 
opposition to others having been abandoned, the Newport Bill 
became the only contested bill before the Committee. 

This bill was applied for by the Newport Gas Company, for the 
purpose of empowering them to increase their supply of gas to the 
parishes of St. Wollas, Christchurch, and Malpas, and to raise a 
further sum of £50,000 for that purpose ; also to take the name of 
the “Newport, Monmouthshire, Gas Company,” and to fix the 
minimum price per 1000 feet for gas at 5s. to consumers residing 
within the municipal boundary of Newport, and 6s, to residents out- 
side the district. There was but one petition against the bill, from 
the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of Newport. The petitioners 
alleged that the maximum price per 1000 feet ought not to exceed 4s. 
within the municipal boundary, and 5s, outside; and that the profits 
of the company ought to be restricted by the committee to 8 per cent. 
at the utmost upon the capital expended. 

Mr. ALexanper and Sir Toomas Purtu1Ps, with Mr, Thomas, agent, 
appeared for the promoters; Mr. Huppiestonx, with Mr. Coates, 
_— appeared in support of the petition for the corporation of 

ewport. 

Mr ALEXANDER explained the various clauses, and stated that he 
should be able to satisfy the committee, that the preamble was well 
worthy their consideration, and the bill one that he was confident 
would recieve their sanction. The various allegations were fortified 
by evidence of the highest character, and of such a description that 
could not be disputed. In the petition which had been presented 
against the bill by the corporation, only one or two matters were re- 
ferred to. With respect to the price charged for gas to the consumers, 
he would refer the committee to upwards of eighteen acts of Parliament 
where the price had not been reduced to lower than ds. per 1000 feet, 
and they would find that the general fixed price was that sum. In 
the whole of the acts of Parliament that were passed last session re- 
lative to gas companies, a very large number fixed the charge at 5s. 6d. 
per 1000 feet ; but by the Cardiff Gas Company’s Bill the minimum 
price was fixed at 5s. to consumers residing within the town, and 6s. 
to parties resident without the district. 

Cuairman: There is no opposition, I believe, to the preamble. We 
wish to be certain, as it frequently occurs parties sometimes take 
positions one day and then the next desire to change them. We 
therefore wish to know distinctly the position taken. 

Mr. ALEXANDER said he believed the preamble was not opposed. 

Mr. Bryant was then examined: He said he was secretary to the 
Newport Gas Company from its incorporation in the year 1844. He 
had some experience in the working of gas companies before his con- 
nexion with the Newport Company. At present, by their act, they 
were limited to supply gas within the municipal boundary of the 
borough. The population of Newport had increased very much 
within the last few years—not only Newport, but the adjacent dis- 
tricts. By the bill at present before the House, the company proposed 
to raise in the whole a sum of £40,000. He would explain to 
the committee how that sum was intended to be spent. Mr. Bryant 
then explained to the committee, from a plan of the proposed exten- 
sions, the various improvements intended. The extensions would 
extend to districts not at present accommodated or supplied by the com- 
pany ; and he considered that the estimate of £40,000 was necessary 
to defray the extensions, which would become absolutely necessary 
from the anticipated increase in the population. 

Cuairman: Your proposition is, that we should increase the capital 
to £40,000. 

Mr. Bryant: Yes, including the capital already raised. 

The agent for the petitioners stated that it would be necessary 
for him, on behalf of the corporation of Newport, to examine the wit- 
nesses with reference to several facts in connection with the proposed 
extension of works. Perhaps the most expedient course would be to 
do so when they should come to the consideration of the different 
clauses of the act. 

The several clauses were then read by the agent for the promoters. 

Clauses from 1 to 8 were merely verbal alterations of the old act of 
the company, and passed. 

The Cuatrman observed, that with respect to clause 11, relating to 
‘old powers of the company,”’ he looked on it with a good deal of 
jealousy. He considered it a very suspicious clause. 

The agent for the promoters explained that the object of the pre- 
sent bill, in addition to increase the capital of the company, &c., was 
to repeal the old act, and to preserve the former powers of the 
company. 

CuairMaAN: But I should like to know what those old powers are, 
which the bill states exist in ‘in other act or acts.” 

Sir Tuomas Pui.uirs suggested that the clause should be passed, 
and the promoters would state on the next morning what those 
powers were. 

The clause was allowed to stand over. 

Mr. Hawkesley was next examined by Sir Tuomas Putturrs: He 
said he was very conversant with gas-works, and the probable amount 
of gas required to supply a town of a given population. In his opi- 
nion, the Newport Gas Company would require an increase of capital 
in order to supply the increasing population of Newport and the adjoin- 
ing district. He considered it ae be necessary to raise that capital 
from £15,000 to £40,000, and for this reason :—In 1831 the population 

















of Newport was 7000, in 1841 it was doubled, and every year since it 
had gradually increased; and also from the great increase of iron, 
coal, and dock works that were going on, he was of opinion in ten 
years the population would exceed 40,000. 

To the Commirrez: The cost of coal would not much vary the 
amount of capital, because the cost of coal went to the working ex- 
penses of the company. 

To Sir Tuomas Puitires: Examined the works of the Newport || 
Gas-works for the purpose of the present inquiry; and after that ex- 
amination he was of opinion it was absolutely necessary for the com- 
pany to make the proposed extensions in their works, in order t® meet 
the increased demand. 

Sir Tuomas Puriuips said, he did not intend to examine the wit- 
ness further on the question of capital. He believed it was the inten- 
tion of his learned friend, Mr. Huddlestone, who appeared for the 
petitioners, to examine the witness upon that capital clause. That 
being the case, it would be his duty to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the petition, which, as they had already heard, was limited 
to three heads. After commenting upon the petition, the learned 
gentleman called the attention of the committee to the standing 
orders, which stated that no petition against a private bill should be 
taken into consideration by the committee which did not distinctly 
specify the ground upon which the petitioners objected to the provi- 
sions of the bill. That order was a most convenient one, because it 
enabled parties to know what were the questions depending before the 
committee; and also enabled them, before they came there, fully and 
fairly to consider the questions which would be entertained. In the 
present instance, upon this point the petition did not state these 
grounds; and he submitted to the committee that they should be | 
guided by the order of the House. 

After a few words from Mr. Huppiesrong, the room was ordered 
to be cleared, and the committee remained in deliberation for a short | 
time; after which 

The Cuarrman decided that the petition did not state the grounds 
of opposition to the clause fully. 

Mr. Hawkesley examined by Mr. Huppiesrone: The gas-holders at 
present used by the company wou!d contain about 60,000 feet of gas, 
and he suggested they should be increased by another to hold 100,000. 
If they intended at all to extend the works, or make any improve- 
ment, they should do so on a large scale. They also required a new 
gas-house, and he suggested they should builda good substantial one. 

To Sir Tomas Purturprs: I have calculated the cost of the works 
in the same way asI have put them up myself; but I am not pre- 
pared to say what the brickwork separately would cost. 

To the Commirreze: The probable cost of gas-works of 50 retorts 
would bé between £8000 and £9000, taking into account gas-holders, 
retorts, purifiers, condensers, &c.; but then I should add to that the 
cost of land—which is very valuable—and the laying of the mains, 

To Mr. Huppiestone: Fifty retorts would make about 2800 feet of 
gas per day each. ‘The present supply of the company is, I think, 
about 120,000 feet, but I consider it would be much more if the works 
were properly developed. 

Then you contemplate the increase will be double ?—Yes, for I 
consider the adjoining districts will be very thickly populated. The 
number of buildings that are being erected in them is very numerous. 
The company would not require fifty retorts at present to satisfy the 
demands upon them. 

What do you estimate for the expense of laying down new mains? 
—I do not put down on estimate any particular sum except this— 
taking the whole expense of laying down mains, service-pipes, &c., 
it is generally found that gas-works cost £1 a-head upon the 
number of the population; and if there is a probability, as there 
decidedly is, that the population of Newport will increase to 40,000 
in ten years, it undoubtedly will take £40,000 to supply that number. 

The Cuarrman: To what additional extent do the company intend 
to carry their mains ?—I think I may say six or seven miles as regards 
the existing town and neighbourhood, for it will take that length of 
main to supply the present population. 

To Sir Tuomas Puiturrs: I am acquainted with Cardiff, It con- 
tains nearly the same population as Newport, but it is a town in 
which the population is somewhat more concentrated than Newport. 
There are several districts outside of Newport, in which the popula-} 
tion is daily increasing ; and it would be absolutely necessary, in 
order to serve the public interests, for the company to provide gas- 
warks for their inhabitants. 

Sir Tuomas Putiuirs suggested to the committee, that it would be 
perhaps convenient for all parties to pass the clauses upon which 
there was no question at issue between the promotors and the 
petitioners at present. 

The CuarrMan observed that an honourable member of the com- 
mittee had mentioned to him that they should insert a certain clause 
in the bill with respect to the quality of the gas supplied. It wasa 
most essential point, as there were as many frauds practised in the 
sale of gas as in anything else. 

Sir Tuomas Puiturrs: You will perhaps allow us to consider that 
until to-morrow morning. 

Mr, Huxtppestons said that the corporation were fully alive to that 
question. They intended proposing that an officer be appointed to 
test the quality of the gas supplied. 

The CuatrMan observed, that in the Great Central Gas Bill they 
would find a clause upon the subject. In his opinion it would be 
better for all sides to adopt a similar one. 

Several clauses having been passed, the committee adjourned. 

Frinay, May 4. 

The committee met to day shortly after one o’clock. 

Mr. Tuomas (agent for the promoters), upon the part of the pro- 
moters, read several amended clauses, and stated it was the intention 
of the promoters to strike out clause 25. In clause 27 there was no 
alteration proposed. The following clauses to clause 53, contained 
only verbal alterations, and were not opposed. 
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The CuainMan: We are now at clause 53, relating to the maximum 
rate to be charged. 

Sir Tuomas Puiturrs said the promoters of the bill, in submitting 
this clause to the committee, found that the price they inserted in their 
bill—5s. per 1000 fect—was the same price fixed by Parliament in 
all bills legislated last year, and even up to the presnt time, with 
the exception of one bill, the Shefficld Gas Company. In that one 
j instance there had been an opposition made to the bill by a new 
| company, and the corporation of Sheffield having come to an under- 
| standing with the two companies, the bill ultimately passed, all parties 
having“agreed to the maximum price to be charged. Upon that 

account alone, of all parties agreeing and compromising the matter, 
, the price was fixed at 4s. per 1000 feet. 

Mr. Coates (agent for the petitioners): I can assure the learned 
| counsel he is wrong as to the facts. 
| Sir Tuomas Purtuies: If he should be wrong in stating the facts of 
| that case he was sure Mr. Coates would set him right. At the same 

time he submitted that that one single case (the Sheffield bill) ought not 
| to prejudice the Newport Company’s case, or tend to guide the com- 
| mittee in reducing their rate of price below what the company pro- 
|posed, and for this reason, the Newport Company had consented to 
limit their profits to 8 per cent. That, in his opinion, should remove 
the opposition with respect to price, and it was an ample protection 
that the public and consumers would not be prejudiced, or the com- 
pany receive an unreasonable amount of profit. By the present act 
the company were unfettered as to the price they might think proper 
to charge to consumers residing within the borough of Newport; and 
the effect of the present bill not passing, would be to leave in the hands 
of the company power to put any rate they might think proper on their 





as. 

The Cuarrman: Did you ask any witness as to the consent of the 
consumers to pay the additional shilling for gas supplied outside the 
municipal boundary? 

Sir Tuomas Puriuirs: No, sir; we have not. There has been no 
opposition, however, except by the corporation, whose jurisdiction 
= extends to the borough. 

he Cuarrman: It is the part of the committee, however, tu see that 
the publicissatisfied. Very probably they might be indisposed to send 
a person all the way up to London to oppose you. We should like to 
be assured of that fact. 

Sir Tuomas Puriuirs: The solicitor of the bill is ready to state that 
no complaint has been made by the inhabitants of these districts to 
the bill, to his knowledge, and we have gentlemen residing in the town 
ready to prove they never heard the proposed rate of price dissented 
from. 

‘The Cuarnman; I should like to know, however, upon what 
grounds you propose to charge consumers on one side of a street 5s. 
per 1000 feet and on the other side 6s,? 

Sir Tuomas Puiurs: I submit, sir, you must have some limit—I 
could not present to the committee one that would not be open to 
some objection, and I need not tell you that the further the gas is con- 
veyed the greater will be the waste mained, and the necessity there- 
fore for an additional price. The committee will alsosee that the peti- 
tioners take the same view, and agree that there ought to be a varying 
rate of charge without and within the borough. ‘The learned gentle- 
man then called the attention of the committee to the Town Council of 
Newport Act of 7th Geo. 1V., chap. 6, By that act certain powers 
were given to the town council, and those powers under certain 
clauses which were yet unrepealed. They were authorised to con- 
struct gas-works, and not only to supply gas for the purpose of light- 
ing the streets in the town, but also to contract with private parties 
| for gas lights; and there was no limit at all for these charges. How- 
ever, no works had as yet been erected. The Newport Gas Company, 
| however, supplied that want, and all they sought for was a reason- 
able price for the gas supplied. He submitted to the committee that 
the clause ought to receive their sanction, as there was every pro- 
tection given to the public by it. 


Mr. Huppiestone, upon the part of the petitioners to the bill, said 
that the corporation of Newport being themselves bound to light that 
borough, did not approach the bill of the present company with any 
hostile feeling whatever ; they were most anxious to lay before the 
committee their views upon the subject, that they might properly 

discharge the duty they owed to their constituents and the public of 
| Newport. He was surprised that his learned friend, Sir Thomas, 
should have addressed the committee in the strain he had done, for 
his speech might produce that effect upon the committee which he 
(Mr. Huddlestone) confessed he would much rather see produced by 
evidence of an undisputed nature. He was rather surprised to find 
his learned friend conclude his remarks without offering to prove 
from any evidence that 5s. per 1000 feet for gas was only a remune- 
rative price, and that the cost of making gas, allowing a fair profit, 
amounted to thatsum. He learned friend had applied precedents to 
his case, and referred to the Sheffield Gas Bill. He apprehended he 
was not to be troubled with that case, for they knew nothing of the 
terms of the opposition offered to that bill, or the nature of the com- 
promise entered into, and he respectfully submitted that it ought to 
| receive very little consideration at the hands of the committee. As 
| he before stated, it was the anxious desire of the corporation of New- 
| port not to raise any factious opposition to the bill, because un- 
| doubtedly they considered it was for the benefit of the town to light 
it properly ; at the same time they considered it their bounden duty 
to watch every clause of the bill, and to make strict inquiries as to 
the price for which gas could be made. For that purpose they called 
to their assistance a gentleman of great experience—probably of as 
great experience as any person connected with that branch of science 
in England, and one not only possessing a theoretical knowledge, but 
| himself a practical manufacturer of gas. Fortitied by his evidence, 
he should lay before the committee the result of their inquiries—that, 
looking at the population of Newport and looking at the evidence 
which they had elicited from Mr. Hawkesley yesterday—partly by 

















himself, but more fully by an honourable member of the committee— 
that by receiving a sum of 5s. per 1000 feet within the municipal 
boundary and 6s, outside, they would be enabled to make much more | 
than 8 per cent. Now he had been told that gas could be made at 
Newport—looking at the large body of coal in the neighbourhood, 
coal of an excellent quality for the manufacture of .gas;,and the price | 
of lime and other ingredients—for 2s. per 1000 feet, which would be | 
an ample price, and adding 2s, to pay dividends and;other matters, | 
the company would derive fair remunerative profit from 4s. per 1000 | 
feet. If, as Mr. Hawkesley had stated, the consumption was 120,000 
feet a day, that would be 18,000,000 cubic feet a yeary;which would | 
give the company a revenue something like £1800 a year, which on || 
their present capital would pay a profit of 12 per cent. i 

Sir Tuomas Purtuirs proposed to examine the secretary, Mr. | 
Bryant. 

Mr. Bryant: The Newport Gas Company now charge 5s. 6d. per |, 
1000 feet for gas, with 10 per cent. off. 

Cuarrman: What dividend has the company paid ? 

Mr. Bryant: 55 per cent. 

Mr. Hupptestrone: You supply the barracks ?--Yes, we do; but 
there is only a private supply to the barracks. 

Mr. Hupprestone said, that with respect to the act of Parliament 
to which Sir Thomas Phillips had alluded, authorising the town 
council to erect gas-works and supply gas, he understood that the | 
land granted for that purpose was not sufficient, it being only two 
acres. But really that was not the important question; it was at 
what price the gas could be made at. 

The Cuarmman: Don’t you think that restricting the company to a 
profit of 8 per cent. is a sufficient protection against their receiving an 
unreasonable peofit ? 

Mr. Hupp.estone: We feel not, sir. 

CuarrmMan : What.do you attribute that to? That you had not 
confidence in the directors? (Laughter.) 

Mr, Huppirstone: We are, sir, in a position to show that gas can | 
be made, allowing a reasonable profit, at a much less sum than they |! 
require. H 

Sir Tuomas Purtures: I think we shall get to a great conflict upon | 
that point. If the committee desire to hear evidence of that nature, 
the promoters will also produce witnesses to contravene the statement. | 

The Cuarrman suggested they had better hear the evidence. 


Mr. John Cox, examined by Mr. Huppiestone : Iam a gas engineer. | 
I have also been connected with several gas-works, and was contractor 
for making gas at the Great Western at Swindon, which is as large as | 
Newport. I was engineer to the Croydon Gas Company. {I 

Have you considered the cost of making gas >—A person who takes || 
contracts for the supply of gas becomes in a position similar to the |! 
promoters of gas-works, for the expenses of the working, the balance, |! 
&c., must be carefully examined every week. The result of this ex- || 
perience enables me to give an estimate of what gas should cost in || 
its manufacture. The witness then entered into a detailed state- |! 
ment of the manufacture of gas, and, from papers, stated to the | 
committee the estimate he had made of the cost—for stokers, men | 
charging retorts, &c., he had put down 44d., in very large works, || 
however, that would be much increased per 1000 feet; for labour he || 
would say 13d. per 1000 feet. As to lime for purifying purposes, the | 
quantity depended on the quality of coal they used; and looking at | 
Newport, he believed, the quality of coal there was of the purest | 
kind, therefore the quantity of lime required would be considerably | 
less than in another town. He would say 1d. per 1000 feet for) 
lime. The next item was the cost of repairs, and he should say |) 
that greatly depended on the description of retorts they used. He | 
did not wish to occupy the time of the committee by explaining what | 
he considered the best description of retort, but he could bring evi- | 
dence to show that brick retorts were most durable, and far better 
than iron. As far as his knowledge went, he would say a brick || 
retort would last from five to eight years, whereas iron would only | 
last in many cases eight months. He would allow for retorts 3d. || 
per 1000 feet, but he meant to say that 2d. of that could be saved. | 
There were taxes, bad debts, and incidental expenses, such as sta- | 
tionery, printing, &c., which altogether he calculated would come to! 
about 2d. per 1000 feet. He had stated every item but the salaries | 
to officers, and directors’ fees, and he considered if they put down 
3d. per 1000 feet, it would be allowing the company a very hand- 
some sum. 

Mr. Hupp.estone: That is taking the consumption at 120,000 cubic 
feet a day? 

Mr. Cox: Yes; and that would give an annual consumption of 
18,000,000 of cubic feet of gas. 
The Cuarrman: Do you also mean to say that the salary of the 
officers, and directors’ fees, will be equivalent to the cost of repairs | 

and retorts? 

Mr. Cox: Just so, sir. The witness then proceeded with his esti- 
mate. Taking all these items together, it would make a sum of 
1s. 24d. per 1000 feet ; and the only item to be added to that was cost 
of coal. Now, with regard to the question of coal, Newport was 
situated on the south side of the margin of the mineral basin of South 
Wales. This coal produced a large quantity of illuminating gas; he 
should say it would produce 8000 cubic feet to the ton, with proper 
management and a proper exhauster; and that would be leaving a 
handsome margin for waste. He should take the coal at 8s. per ton. 
The shipping price of large coal, however, was 11s., and the small 5s. 
At many places you can buy small coal at that rate ; but he did not ad- 
vocate always buying small coals, as he did not do so always himself. 
He could at any time get any quantity of good coal he liked shipped 
at 7s. perton. He had, however, in his calculations taken the price 
at 8s., and that gave exactly 1s. per 1000 cubic feet. Now, the resi- 
duary products of gas were coke, coal tar, ammoniate of liquor, and 
refuse lime, These articles varied very much indeed in price. He 
should say, from a ton of coal they should have twelve bushels of 
coke; and he had estimated that from coke alone they should realise 
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3d. for every 1000 feet of gas made, With respect to coal tar, they 
would Have about ten gallons. As to its value, it varied very much ; 
in many open it brought a high rate; but in London, for instance, 
they might not be able to get a halfpenny a gallon forit. He had 
calculated they might derive about 23d. a gallon — 

The Cuairman: What is thecost of a retort ?>— From £6 to £10 for 
iron ; but bMckones will only come to about £4. In my estimate I 
have calculatéd iron ones. 

They have sixty retorts in their works at Newport—how many of 
these can they use annually }—They could do with somewhere about 
thirty, because in summer they would not require many. 

Would they require fifty new retorts in the year?—I should say 


Do you think £300 sufficient for retors?—I would say more than 


An Hon, Memper: Would you use iron retorts?—I would not; I 
use brick ones—they are only introduced of late years, 

Do you know Newport well ?}—I live within five miles of Newport. 
Have you works there?—I have not gas-works; I have other works. 
Cross-examined by Sir Tuomas Puitiirs: Where have you gained 
your knowledge of the manufacture of gas and gas-works ?>—I think 
I before stated—at Hempstead, the Wallingford Gas-works, and 


We will take, for instance, the Taunton Gas-works—when did you 
become connected with that company ?—I became connected betore 
they obtained their bill. 
hat is eight or nine years ago, I believe? It was about 1844, 
Did that company make application to Parliament to raise £70 00a 
your instance ?—Not at my instance. 
Did you or not supply the promoters of the Taunton Gas Com- 
pany with an estimate on which they proceeded to Parliament ?— Yes, 
id, 
Was it not much less than £7000? 
think so. 
Carry back your memory, and tell the committee whether you did 
or not supply the promoters of the Taunton Gas Company with an 
estimate for providing gas for the town of Taunton?—If I did at that 
low sum I have no recollection of it. 

Upon that occasion were the powers taken to raise £7000 ?— Yes, I 
believe £7000. 

What was the capital expended ?}—I think about £22,000. 

And you estimated it at £3500 ?—I do not say so; I decidedly repu- 
diate that. I say, my estimate was £7000. 

About these retorts. You have a notion that a certain class of 
retort is the best—the one you have patented ? 

Mr.*Coz : I have not taken out a patent. 

Sir THomas Puiturrs: Well, you say brick retorts are the best; 
and still you see nearly every engineer in England continues to use 
iron ones. With respect to the Taunton Gas Company, has your con- 
nection with it ceased ?—Yes, it has ceased. 

That company did not succeed, I believe ?—It succeeded capitally. 

What, a company that expended £22,000, with an estimate of 
£7000 ?—They succeeded capitally: they spent nearly £4000 in the 
committee-room. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Huppestone: But that was not in your estimate? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Cox: It was not. (Laughter.) 

Sir Tuomas Puiiirs: What was the limited price per 1000 
cubic feet, which Parliament fixed ?>—The price was at first 12s., then 
7s., which was afterwards reduced te 6s, 

Have not that company an act Parliament now which fixes the 
maximum rate at 6s. 6d, ?—I do not know. 

Do you not know that it is necessary the maximum price should 
be fixed beyond the price the company should make ?—I don’t know. 

Have you in the estimate you laid before the committee allowed 
anything for collecting ?—I have for clerks. 

A good deal of the company’s income would be in small sums. 
What percentage would you estimate the cost of collecting at?—I 
have not estimated at what per centage. When I made the calcula- 
tion, I made it at so much per 1000 feet. 

I am not asking you that—I am asking you what you consider 
would be a fair sum for collecting these sma!l debts ?}—I cannot say. 

The Directors you have put down at £25?—Yes; I think it is a 
very fair sum to pay. 

With respect to the retorts you put down 3d. per 1000 feet—how 
much would that be a-year on the consumption of the company? 
—£225. 

How many retorts would you say ?—I would average it at about 
| twenty-five. 

What is the probable cost?—I stated that a retort and fitting up 
would cost about £10; but a retort 18 ewt. would cost only £6. 10s. 

With respect to the coal, I understand you to put it down at 7s. 
per ton ?—No; I put it down at 8s. 

Are you aware that the coal which the Newport Gas Company 
| consume cost them more than that?—No; I don’t believe it. 1 can 
buy the coal myself at the price I have stated. 

Do you mean large coul?—No, I do not. 

Are you aware the company do not use small coal?—Well, if you 


Was it for £3000?—I don’t 











| use large coal, they might give 10s. a-ton, or perhaps more. 

With respect to waste, is that considerable ?>—The waste is about 5. 
|per cent. I have tested it very carefully at the works, and have 
never been able to make it more than 5 per cent. 

What is the quantity of gas you are now making ?>—I am throwing 
it away. I make about 180,000 feet a night. Iam not collecting the 
gas, but making coke and coal-tar for use. 

Are you aware the public lights are supplied by the company below 
the maximum charge ?>—If the company have made a contract which 
does not pay them, I think they ought to be allowed for it. 

Are you aware that in this instance the company have a contract to 
supply the public lamps ?— Yes; and I think it is rather too low. 


It is usual to allow the lighting for the large quantity of gas that is 
consumed, 

In your estimate, have you allowed anything for rent of land ?— 
Certainly not. 

For taxes }—Yes. 

The Cwarrman considered the examination was going too much 
into detail. He suggested both parties should leave the question as 
it now stood. The committee would, however, consider whether they 
would receive any more evidence upon this point. 

Sir Tuomas Puriuips said they had a good deal of evidence to 
bring forward, should the committee desire it, which would contro- 
vert Mr, Cox’s evidence entirely. 
Mr. Huppiestone contended his learned friend, Sir Thomas, was 
not in a position to bring forward evidence now, after closing their 
case, as he had done, without offering to the committee any. 

Sir Tuomas Pu1ixres observed, that at. present he was merely ad- 
dressing himself to the remarks which had fallen from the chairman, 
with respect to the examination of witnesses as to the cost of pro- 
ducing gas. What he felt with the chairman was—it would not be 
convenient to lay before the committee evidence on this point now. 
He was satisfied to leave the matter as it stood entirely in the hands of 
the committee. 

The room was then cleared, and the committee deliberated for a few | 
minutes. | 

The Cuarrman said, the committee did not wish to prevent either 
of the gentlemen from laying any evidence on the matter before them. 
He wished to know, was this a point on which any compromise could 
be come to? 

Sir Tuomas Puitutrs: I am afraid not, sir. 

The Cuarrman: We can hold this clause over, 

Mr. Huppizstone said, there were other matters the corporation 
wished to lay before the committee, and other clauses which they 
would suggest. He would, however, again assure the committee, that 
the corporation were only protecting the interests of the public, 
and doing their duty in opposing the bill as they had. In the first 
instance, he would mention that it occurred to them that, for the in- 
terest of the company itself, and the protection of the public, it would | 
be desirable that an auditor should be appointed, 

Mr. ALEXANDER said that, with great deference to the learned | 
gentleman, he considered this was but wasting the time of the 
committee. There was not the slightest allegation contained in the| 
petition as to an auditor, The committee were well aware how very | 
stringent the terms of the standing orders were which precluded them | 
from entering into the consideration of matters not contained in the 
petition. 

Mr. Hvuppierstone replied, that at present he did not enter upon the 
question. When he did, he would be in a position to argue that the 
question of auditor did come within their petition. In the petition 
they stated that the profits of the company ought to be restricted to 
eight per cent.; and he submitted that they could not properly and 
satisfactorily learn whether the profits exceeded that unless an auditor 
were appointed, 

The Cuatrman: What is the company charging for gas now ? 

Mr, ALEXANDER again submitted that Mr, Huddlestone could not be 
heard upon the point. What they had neglected to do directly, they 
were now endeavouring to accomplish indirectly. For the sake of 
regularity, and in obedience to the standing orders, he begged his 
learned friend should not be heard upon questions which were not 
strictly mentioned in the petition, and which they had no opportunity 
of coming here to support. 

The Cuarrman: There is a great defect in the bill. 
you must have the amounts properly examined. 

Mr. ALEXANDER: Of course, any suggestion coming from you, sir, 
or the committee, we will attend to, 

Mr. Huppvestone said there was another point they wished to lay 
before the committee. The corporation of Newport took upon them- 
selves the lighting of the town, and they employ the gas company for 
that purpose. They would, therefore, desire that a clause should be 
inserted that the company should lay down mains in any street re- 
quired by the corporation. 

Mr. ALExanper: There is not one word of this in the petition. 

Mr. Huppiestone: Itseems important, however. There is another 
clause as to the quality of the gas supplied by the company. 

Mr, ALEXANDER contended that the corporation could not be heard 
on that point; it was not alluded to in the petition. However, as) 
the matter had been mentioned by the chairman, the company were 
prepared to insert a clause carrying out their wishes. 

Mr. Huppiestone: I contend that the corporation have a right to 
suggest these clauses. 

Mr, ALtexanper: Well, I must only ask the decision of the com- 
mittee upon the point before we proceed further. 

The Cuarrman: Clear the room. | 

The committee having deliberated for about five minutes, 

The Cuatrman decided that the petitioners should keep within the 
clauses of the petition. ‘The committee now wish to hear the clauses, 

Mr. Tuomas then read the clause as to the quality of the gas sup- 
plied, which provided that the company should provide a gas the 
illuminating power of which in a 15-hole argand burner would equal 
the light of six wax candles, 

Sir Tuomas Purturs said they proposed to examine Mr, Hawkesley, 
to — why they had fixed the illuminating power equal to six wax 
candles, 

The Cuarrman: He cannot persuade us that six candles will show 
a better light than twelve. 

Mr. Hawkesley was then examined by Sir Tuomas Puiiurrs: He 
stated that the coal which the company used would not make a gas 
of more than ten candles’ illuminating power, and it was necessary 
some latitude should be made in the scale, as it was impossible to 
keep the same quality of gas always up, as the quality of the coals 
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gas in the gasholders liable to be affected by cold and frost. Obser- 
vations by candle are also somewhat uncertain. 

The Cuarnman : Suppose you use the best coal in the manufacture 
of the gas, what will it cost?—About 10s. a ton, sir. I may also 
remind the committee that nearly all the Welsh coal is, I may say, a 
smokeless coal; and where you have got a smokeless coal, you gene- 
rally have a low illuminating power. 

To the Commirrzz: In London they generally use Newcastle and 
cannel coal, The company generally charge more forthe cannel coal gas. 

The Cuarrman: Which gas amounts to the least charge in the 
quarter ?>— Well, I should say cannel coal gas. 

The CuarrMan: I find so in my own house. 

Mr. Hawkesley then proceeded to state the manner in which the 
quality or strength of the gas was tested by means of the shadow cast 
from the gas-burner and the settled number of wax lights. He added, 
that it was an imperfect test, and referred to the case of the Liverpool 
Gas Company and the Corporation of Liverpool, where the corporation 
after some time testing the gas, complained of its quality, but after- 
wards discovered in their tests they were astray in their experiments, 
and apologised to the company. 

Hon. Memser: Is the Newport coal good for steam purposes ?—It 
is excellent. 

The CuatrMAn enquired, was there any more evidence, or did the 
petitioners desire to offer any? 

Mr. Huppiestone: We are entirely in the hands of the committee 
after its decision, sir. 

Mr. Tuomas again read the clause—it also provided that in case 
the company failed in producing a light equal to eight wax can- 
dles, they should be liable for every such offence to a penalty of £5 
and costs, 

The CuarrMan said the committee were of opinion the light should 
| equal ten wax candles. He then announced that the bill had passed 
unanimously, and stated he would report it to the House. 

The committee then separated. 


Mliscellancous News. 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 
HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING. 

The ordinary Half-yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
| London Tavern, on Friday evening, the 27th of April—Mr. Dakin in 
| the chair. 
The seal of the company having been affixed to the register of pro- 
prietors, the secretary, Mr, Massey, read the notice convening the 
meeting. 
| The Cuainman then read the directors’ report to the share- 
holders :— 


|  Gentlemen,—the balance-sheet and revenue account for the year 























1854, prepared by the auditors appointed by the corporation of London, 
have been printed by them, and we have forwarded a copy to each 
proprietor. 

“ The balance brought forward as available for dividend is £9337. 9s. 44. 
It will be recollected that at the half-yearly meeting in April, 1853, it 
was, after mature consideration, resolved to set aside for the purpose of 
a depreciation fund £1200 a year, to meet the weat and tear over and 
above the current repairs of works and mains which, by his contract, 
Mr. Croll has to meet; £2400 will therefore be subtracted from the 
balance of £9337. 9s. 4d., which will leave £6937. 9s. 4d. available for the 
purposes of dividend, after deducting all the ordinary working expenses 
of the company; and the directcrs recommend that a dividend be declared 
at the same rate as that for the last half-year, viz., eight per cent. per 
annum, to those proprietors whose names stood on the company’s books 
on the 16th inst., which will absorb £6000., leaving a balance of £3337. 
9s. 4d. to be carried over to the credit of the next half-year’s account, 
inclusive of the £2400 previously alluded to. 

‘* Although under ordinary circumstances, and as contrasted with most 
other companies, this statment may be considered to show a prosperous 
condition of our affairs, your directors had hoped that, considering the 
special advantages this company has conferred, a much larger amount of 
support would have been given to it. This was expected and prepared 
for; and your directors beg to urge the shareholders to join them in their 
efforts to obtain this result, especially as the early-closing movement 
materially diminishes the rental of a gas company. 

‘*' Your directors refer with great satisfaction to the reports of Dr. 
Letheby, the chemical referee appointed by the Commissioners of Sewers, 
to prove how much the public has gained, not only in the reduction of 
price, but also in the improvement in purity and the increase in illumi- 
nating power. The following are extracts from Dr. Letheby’s annual 
report made to the Commissioners of Sewers in February last :— 

*** Gentlemen,—I have the honour to present my quarterly report of 
the illuminating power and chemical quality of the gas supplied by the 
Great Central Company to the City of London. 

‘« * During the last three months the average illuminating power of the 
gas has been equal to that of 13:2 sperm candles, or 15°1 wax, each con- 
suming 120 grains of combustible matter per hour. This result shows 
that the power of the gas has been about twenty-six per cent. greater than 
is required by the act of Parliament. 

‘¢* The chemical quality of the gas has been remarkably good ; in fact, 
T have not discovered any trace of sulphuretted hydrogen during the whole 
quarter; and, as I had occasion to remark in my last report, it has also 
been very free from ammonia and its fetid accompaniments.’ 

‘We decin it an act of justice to Mr. Croll to call the attention of the 
shareholders to the efficient manner in which he has carried out his eon- 
tract, notwithstanding the increased price of coals, labour, and materials 
during the past year, and the failure of our expectation of increased rental, 
postponing the payment for extra illuminating power, which, by the agree- 
ment, was made to depend upon a surplus, after paying to the share- 
holders a dividend of ten per cent. 


‘The following directors retire in accordance with the Companies’ |’ 


Clauses Consolidation Act, viz., Mr. Bradbury, Mr. Delane, and Mr. 
Wyld, all of whom are eligible for re-election, and offer themselves 
accordingly.” 
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Dr. BaLance-SHEET, 3lst DECEMBER, 1854. Cr. 
| Paid-up capital ..cccccccccccccsccrccccess poeevawpenes £150,000 0 0! Cash at Bankers’, viz—General account ......-++... eoee £11,210 13 
| Creditors on debentures .....ccccccccccccsece comeccee Coe @ Ui ‘ Debeniure ‘interest account ..-.. 23 18 
| Creditors on bills payable .......+.-..--£ 7,348 0 0 - ak Dividend account ......seee. ose 1,121 10 
QEOGNOTS ccicisccccvevsccesccccccssecss 28,000 6 6 ed 
a 29,747 5 5 £12,356 1 
Dividends unclaimed to date . ....cc 0 sees cocccceecs 1,121 10 0 | Stock (pipes, bends, branches, tubing, &c.).........00.-. 2,741 0 
Interest on debentures ..eeeesessccccseeees ese 66000800 1,745 19 10 | Gas-rents and arrears for the quarter ending Dec. 31,1854 20,171 7 10 | 
| Revenue account, for balance to date ....cssecesseceees 9,337 9 4 | Sundry debtors ..... PITITITTTiTTTTi TTT Tree wocede 1,214 17 3 
} | Lands, works, plant, services, and meters £200,113 1 0 
| Preliminary expenses .occccccecerececes 20,602 14 7 
| Office furniture and fixtures ..... . ... 753 2 4 | 
| | ———_————._ 221,468 17 11 
TO Si oivicdeccdsedsteteccsescsdvescoeses «. £257,952 4 7 | DOM sccsccsese: $eeedererccess sonseeewes £257,952 4 7 
| Examined and found correct, April 5, 1855. 
| G. C. Beesrr, 10, Coleman-street, Auditors appointed by the Corporotion of the 
H. Cuarrerts, 26, Milk-street, City of London. 
Dr. REVENUE ACCOUNT, FROM 24TH DeceMBER, 1853, ro 3lst DECEMBER, 1854. Cr. 
| Cost of gas for the year ending December 31, 1854.....+.. £22,323 14 10 | Gas supplied to consumers and public lamps for the year 
BS eae eensseieds Ge ee 3 ending December 31, 1854 ...cccccccsccccccccsccces . £45,987 5 6 
| Interest on debentures ...... 3,361 8 10 Transfer fees and penaltics ..... sesceesecees ecccccccce 14 2 6 
| ——_———-- £3,786 1 2 
PENNING cccndscsovesecacss. LT © 
| Chemical referees.......6262. 20210 0 
Official auditors ..cccsseeees 5513 0 
| Corporation inspector........ 100 0 0 
| Ditto meter-testing ..sseeeess 2319 0 
Solicitors’ charges ...seceees 12 7 8 
DEINE nccccecccescesssesss See 2S 
Trade charges .cccccccccccce 1,049 16 2 
Stationery and advertisements 259 5 0 

DR icctccccess veco sucess, Lee @ 7 
Rent, rates, and taxes........ 1,353 0 8 
Bad debts and allowances .... 930 12 6 

7,667 7 0 
————_— 11,453 8 2 —— 
Balance, being net profit carried down ...... eeeeeeeeeeee 12,224 5 0 Total oc cocccccccccccccccsoccccoceveces £46,001 8 0 
Total coccccccccccce sccccscccescccccccccs £46,001 8 0 | Balance brought down. «cccccccccccsosccscce coccescosece LIZ, 204 & 0 
———_——— | Balance from last revenue account to December 24, 1853, as 
| Dividend declared April 28, 1854.......+esecceseccsessee 95,625 0 0 per Official auditors’ statement cecceccccccccecccccesess 8,902 5 7 
| Income-tax thereon. .cccccccscccccces vosccccccccccecces 164 1 3 
| Dividend declared October 27, 1854...cccecccceccesecsess 6,000 0 0 a 
PEEREOS CRITE COWE 5 o0g5s cocccscoccccscccoccecccosccs Set 6 & £21,126 10 7 
£21,126 10 7 | Balance brought down, being the amount available for dividend £9,337 9 4 
Examined and found correct. G. C. Beestr, 10, Coleman-street, } Auditors appointed by the Corporation of the 

H. Cuatreris, 26, Milk-street, City of London. 

The CuarnMan said; Gentlemen, I am not aware that I have much ; for some days. That is a document certainly of considerable value, 
to add to this report, for the important matter of all reports—the sub- | as it emanates from a perfectly independent authority, over which the 
stance of all reports of commercial companies—is contained in the | directors have no controul ; and, although in the first passage of the 
balance-sheet, and that portion of our report has been in your hands ! report it is said that we sent the balance-sheet to the shareholders, in 
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ng of fact it was forwarded by the auditors; so that it had not 
een in our hands before it reached you. This, I say, is very satis- 
|| factory; because the high standing of those gentlemen must give the 
weight of authority to whatever emanates from their pen. And here 
I may say, that not only in reference to the auditors, but also with 
reference to the other gentlemen appointed to investigate portions of 
|| our affairs, and who are not under the controul of the directors, that 
we have always found the machinery under which this company 
started to work remarkably well. I may allude to the other officers 
appointed under the act of Parliament, viz., the inspector of meters 
and the chemical referee. As to the first, I may state that that 
gentleman, who is altogether independent of the board of directors, and 
exercises his functions for the benefit of the consumers, standing between 
them and the company in determining the accuracy of the measure- 
ment of gas supplied, has done us good service. From inquiries 
which I have made, I find that the total number of meters which 
came under hisreview last year, as presenting questionable results, was 
but 108; of which 50 were returned as perfectly correct, and 10 as 
not being of our furnishing; thus leaving a balance of only 48 meters 
at all out of order in their registering, out of about 7000 which are in 
use by this company. (Hear, hear.) This shows how remarkably 
well the meters are doing their work, and how readily any complaint 
is examined into, and it merits tested, by this important officer. The 
other gentleman is the chemical referee. You have already, in the 
body of the document I have read, had his annual report to the Com- 
missioners of Sewers as to the illuminating power and quality of ourgas. 
Now, gentlemen, the reports of these officers show that their functions 
are efficiently discharged, and that the company submitted to their 
supervision is likewise efficiently discharging its duties. I may say 
generally for the working of the company, that it is exceedingly 
satisfactory to the directors to find that the number of complaints is 
now remarkably few, and = those which are made to us, are, by 
the machinery at our disposal, readily adjusted. I may say further, 
and I think it right that I should state what was the result of one 
disputed account which you have heard of at several previous meet- 
|ings—I allude to the case of Levy, Robson, and Co. It will be in the 
|recollection of many shareholders that those gentlemen expressed dis- 
| Satisfaction with regard to the account for gas supplied to them. We 
| were very anxious to arrange the matter, but failed in our efforts, and 
lit was referred by consent to an independent person, an engineer of 
|one of the metropolitan companies, to be selected by our own engi- 
|neer, and the engineeer of the City Gas Company. The gentleman 
| appointed to decide the matter was Mr. Laing, the engineer of the 
'Independent Company; and, as the subject matter of Messrs. Levy, 
| Robson, and Co.’s complaint has been brought before several of our 
meetings, I will read you his adjudication. It is dated Haggerstone, 
March 6, and is in these words:—‘ Having carefully considered all 
| the documents laid before me in this case, by all parties having had 
the meter used on the premises taken down and examined, and tested 
/as to its accuracy, &c., and having ascertained the quantity of gas as 
| shown by the register as having passed into the prem ses of Messrs. 
Levy, Robson, and Co., I declare that the account as rendered 
| against them is correct, and the balance, amounting to £126. 2s, 9d., 
|is justly due and owing to the Great Central Gas Company; and I 
| further award that the costs of this investigation, £4, 4s., be adjusted 
|in the manner provided by the agreement between the parties.”” This 
|is one of a very few cases of disputed accounts which we have had. 
| The celebrated case of Messrs. Tallis was settled in a more expensive 
| manner, but I believe that by our present arrangements all matters of 
|disputed accounts may be at once and satisfactorily disposed of. 
| Whether, therefore, we regard the the balance-sheet of the company 
|as showing a handsome dividend to the shareholders, or whether we 
| regard the service which the company has done to the public, 1 think 
we have every reason to congratulate ourselves on our position. 
(Hear, hear.) In the balance-sheet we have a slight decrease of 
' revenue in the present year, as compared with the past—I mean in 1854, 
|as compared with 1853, That is attributable very mainly to the 
| reduction in the hours of business, caused by the early-closing move- 
}ment. You will all see at once that the curtailment of one hour of 
| that period of the night, when gas is most generally used, must neces- 
sarily affect our revenue returns, But I am likewise pleased to state 
that, having had the quarter’s gas taken for the current year, we find 
that the rental will be £14,528. 14s., showing an increase upon the 
corresponding quarter of 1854 of £667, 4s. 7d. Therefore, although 
the cause to which I have referred has reduced to some extent our 
rental, we are yet steadily progressing in the number and importance 
of our consumers. I may say, also, that there is rather a heavy 
amount of bad debts in the present balance-sheet. In reference to 
them, let me say that they are not altogether of this year’s creation. 
Like most young companies which have to form a business, we have 
had, by the light of experience, to discover the value of our customers, 
and many bad debts which in past years we have been slow to write 
off are brought into this year’s account. Our next yearly balance- 
sheet will show a large diminution under that head; I have the 
greater reason to hope for and expect this, because of an arrangement 
|into which we have entered with the other companies which supply 
|the city of London, Iam happy to say that with those companies 
| we are now working in the most harmonious and agreeable spirit; and, 
while we serve the public well, we are beginning to think that we 
jought to take care of ourselves, and not let one gas company be played 
off against another, with a view to escape the payment of just debts. 
| Accordingly, we have come to an arrangement that we will not supply 
gas to any person who has been a customer of another company until 
| we are satisfied that that person has a receipt in full for all previous 
claims. (Hear, hear.) Working in this spirit, which it will be, I am 
sure, my aim and that of my co-directors to cherish, we may reason- 
ably hope that the item of bad debts will be very materially diminished. 
Taking all circumstances into account, I think we are in a very sound 
and prosperous condition. I beg now to move “ that the report now 
read, and the accounts as furnished to the shareholders, be received 

















and adopted, and that a dividend of 8 per cent. per annum for the 
half-year be paid to those proprietors whose names were on the 
register on the 16th of April; and that the said dividend be payable} 
on and after the 16th of May next. 

The motion having been seconded, 

Mr. Kerry said he would like to make an observation as to the 
balance-sheet, especially in reference to the 8 per cent, dividend. He 
had come to the meeting with the idea of receiving 10 per cent., and, | 
as there was £9337 in hand, he thought the directors ought to have) 
recommended such a dividend as, after paying 10 per cent. to the| 
shareholders, there would be a balance of nearly £2000 left—a very 
fair-sized nest-egg to retain. 

The Cuarmmay, in reply, reminded the honourable proprietor that 
at the general meeting of 1853 the question of dividing all the earn- 
ings of a gas company was fully debated, and although the contractor || 
had to maintain the works in perfect order, and to leave them so at} 
the expiration of his contract, it was thought that to meet the gradual 
depreciation which is constantly going on, and which was not covered | | 
by Mr, Croll’s contract, it would be wise to lay aside an annual sum 
of £1200 as a depreciation fund. This was the reason why, at the | 
end of the second year, the directors proposed to deduct £2400 from | | 
the £9337 which appeared as the profits of the company. | 

Mr, Kerry said, as there was nothing in the balance-sheet to that | 
effect, he had hoped the directors had altered their minds in reference | 
to it. There was another subject he would like to call attention to, | 
and that was the diminished revenue, of which the chairman had 
spoken as being a very slight matter, It appeared to him (Mr. 
Kerry), however, to amount to upwards of £2000. 

The Cuarrman: Only £1799. 

Mr. Kerry: Just so; but then the balance-sheet extends to seven | 
days beyond the year. Formerly it was made up from Dec, 24 to| 
Dec, 24; the present was made from Dec. 24, 1853, to Dec. 31, 1854. 
If the amount of the gas rental for those seven days was added to the 
loss stated in the balance-sheet, it would make the deficiency about 
£2044, or very nearly 5 per cent. 

The Cuarrman: Allow me to explain. This is all matter of com- 
parison, and if you will look at the balance-sheet of 1853, you will 
find that for the purposes of comparison they stand on all-fours. 

‘A Proprietor: Perhaps the directors have made up their minds to 
pay the income-tax. (A laugh.) 

Mr, Kerry: I am coming to that presently. 


The CuarrMan: Let me say, that though there is an apparent dif- 
ference, the balance-sheet comprises four distinct quarters of a year, 
and therefore in reality it is not of the slightest importance in the 
calculation. Allow me also to call your attention to the fact that the 
quarter just terminating shows us a surplus of £667, 4s. 7d. 


Mr. Kerry: I would wish also to refer to certain items of stock, 
which appear to have diminished £200. 

The CuarrMan said: In a stock account there will necessarily be 
constant variations. We may buy more “ pipes, bends, branches, 
tubing, &c.’’—which are the items referred to—at one time than 
another. 

Mr. Kerry: I thought they were fixtures and such things. 

Mr. Bennock, in answer to Mr. Kerry, would say that the revenue 
account was always closed at one time, although the balance-sheet 
did not appear to be made up till some days after. The state of all the 
meters was taken at the same time every quarter ; and, if the balance- 
sheet was not made up till seven days afterwards, it would include 
expenses which had accrued since making up the assets of the 
company. 

Mr, Samvuet thought that the £2400, which it was intended to 
carry to the credit of the depreciation fund, should have been made 
a separate item of. 

The Cuarrman said he was of the same opinion, and had suggested 
it to the auditors, They appeared to think otherwise, and had taken 
counsel’s opinion on the subject. 

The Rev. Mr, Austin said he had been prepared for a less dividend, 
It was of the greatest possible importance to preserve an equal divi- 
dend from time to time, as these variations had a considerable effect 
upon the value of the shares. He thought that even 8 per cent. divi- 
dend was rather more than they could afford to pay. He thought, 
too, it was a pity that-the auditors would not make up the balance- 
sheet differently, as it was a delusion to say there was upwards of 
£9000 avuilable for dividends, when £2400 of that amount was already 
appropriated. He hoped they would carefully avoid doing what 
many companies like theirs had done—pay dividends out of capital. 
It was no loss to the company to pay a smaller dividend; for, if they 
had then a balance in hand, it was applicable to a like purpose at a 
future time. The company was suffering at that moment from having 
paid a 10 per cent. dividend at first: if that had never been done, 
their shares would have been much more marketable. The balance- 
sheet professed to give an account of the assets of the company, but in| 
reality it did no such thing. On one side there was an account of, 
liabilities ; viz., £150,000 to the shareholders—£66,000 in debentures, 
and a floating debt of £29,000 besides. These were positive liabili- 
ties; but the other side of the account did not show the real assets, 
but merely an account of how their money had been expended. True, 
there was £11,000 in the bankers’ hands, and the amount of arrears of 
gas rental; but there was also about £20,000 for preliminary expenses 
—money spent and gone, and therefore no asset at all, Then there 
was £200,000 amount sunk in the works; that was no real asset; 
and as to the £11,000 odd at the bankers’, it was impossible to say 
whether it belonged to the revenue or was a part of capital; because 
it consisted of a part of the £29,000 borrowed in anticipation of the 
arrears of gas rental, and in part of the £9300, the balance of the 
income account. Then, again, some might suppose, when they saw 
£45,000 given as the revenue of the year, and £20,000 as the arrears 
of gas rental, that these were two separate accounts; but in fact the 
£20,000 arrear was a mere repetition of a portion of the revenu, 
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account. At this time last year, the sum expended on the works was 
£192,000; now it had increased to £200,000. Last year there was a 
floating debt of £20,000; but that debt had now risen to £29,000. 
Certainly, if the cost of works increased, so ought the revenue in 
proportion ; otherwise they would have to pay dividends out of 
,capital, In the balance-sheet there was an item of £400 for interest ; 
|| was that interest upon the floating debt? He asked for explanation, 
|| because it was evident that £400 would not pay interest on £29,000. 


| The Cuatrman said: The honourable proprietor would see that in 
|| carrying on a manufacturing account there might be quarters of the 
|| year in which there was no interest accruing. There might, on the 
;, other hand, be quarters in which they borrowed of the bankers, to 
| whom they would have to pay interest. This explained the apparent 
| discrepancy. If they owed Mr. Croll or any other contractor a sum 
| of money for materials supplied, he was a creditor of the company, 
| but it did not follow that the account carried interest; but if they 
|| borrowed money to meet an emergency, that borrowed money was in 
|| @ different position. Each item of interest was carried out separately 
| —thus, 5 per cent. interest on debentures, aud so much on borrowed 
money. 

Mr. Austin: I suppose the whole of the £29,000 is borrowed 
money ? 

The Cuarrman: No. 

Mr. Kerry: I should think none of it. 

A Proprietor asked how and when interest accrued on Mr. Croll’s 
account. 

The Cuarrman said: The terms of the contract with Mr. Croll, as 
frequently explained, were, that each month he was to be paid an 
approximate sum for the gas supplied; that at the end of three 
months the total quantity of gas registered by the meters should be 
taken, and from that amount the monthly payments should be de- 
ducted, and the balance settled either by the company paying what 
was still due, or Mr. Croll returning what had been overpaid. But 
suppose at the end of a month Mr. Croll’s account should be £2000, 
and the collected gas rentals were not sufficient to meet it, the com- 
pany gave Mr, Croll a bill, on which, of course, they paid interest. 


| 

| The Proprietor: That is as I understand—if at the expiration of 
\|every month you have not money at the bankers’ to pay Mr. Croll, 
you then commence paying interest. 

The Cuarrman : Of course. 

Mr. Austin: Might I be allowed to ask what the £29,000 repre- 
sents? I see that £8000 has been laid out upon the works, because 
their cost has increased from £192,000 to £200,000. But what does 
the remainder of that debt represent? Does it represent the money 
ewing to Mr. Croll, which would appear in the income account as 
paid for gas, or is the remainder of that £29,000 for other purposes ? 


The Cuarnman: It is stated here—* Creditors upon bills payable, 
£7000; other creditors, £22,000;’’ that is, a sum of money had been 
borrowed of the bankers, and these were the sums which made it up 
|to £22,000. But then the honourable proprietor who complains that 
‘this debt is larger this year than last must remember that, whereas 
‘last year we had only some £3700 at the bankers’, this year we have 

£11,210. 
| Mr, Austin: My question is still unanswered. This debt of 
| £22,000 is a large amount. 
| The Cuatrman: But from it you must deduct the £11,000 at the 
| bankers’, 
\| Mr, Austin: You do not borrow money fiom the bankers, in order 
|| to have a balance at the bankers’. 
|| The Cuarrman: No; but if we have £11,000 in hand to meet the 
|; £22,000, we are only in debt one half. 
|| Mr, Austin: ‘lo whom is this £22,000 due? 

| ‘The Cuatrman: In the first place, there is £2000 due to the 
|| directors, for they have not drawn anything for two years. Then 
|| there is a loan of £5000 from the bankers, and at that time we had 
' about £3600 worth of debentures which fell due. Recollect, too, that 
||there being a balance of £11,000 at the bankers’, you really have a 
|| debt of £18,000 and not £29,000. 
‘| Mr, Austin: The £11,000 is wanted to pay dividends, 


‘| The Cuarrman: If our worthy friend had called at the office a day 
| or two before the meeting he could have had every information on 
| these points. He is evidently confusing two things which are neces- 
| sarily distinct, and is running from the balance-sheet to the revenue 
|,account. This balance-sheet, which has been drawn out by gentlemen 
of eminence, shows what is due by the company, both to paid-up 
capital, to debenture capital, and to creditors. On the other hand, it 
shows what are the assets of the company, and they are shown to be 
| the balance in the bankers’ hands, the stock, the gas rents due; and, 
| with all due submission to the worthy proprietor, I must say that 
preliminary expenses and works, by which we gain our revenue, are 
likewise assets. If the worthy proprietor means to say that acompany 
| like this can start into existence without these expenses, I can only 
|\think that he has had very little experience in matters of the kind. 
|| I say that money in works and mains are «s much assets as money at 
|the bankers’. Indeed, they are better; for in the one case you get 8 

per cent., and in the other only 34. Well, then, this accounts for the 
| debts due by the company, and the means you have to meet them. 
|, Then, when you come to the amount applicable for dividends, you 
, look to the revenue arising from the working of the company, the 
| profits arising from the gas manufacture, and the materials sold. 
|| Against this you have to put the interest on debentures and the 
|, working expenses, and then the balance is the sum justly due to the 
|! eapital embarked in it. ‘his is most distinctly shown in the account; 
| but, if the honourable proprietor mixes up things which have no 

possible relation to each other, we shall get into a labyrinth. 

Mr. Austin: Unfortunately, they are mixed up already. 

| The Cuarrman: On the contrary, they are perfectly distinct. And 

you must remember that this is not owr mode of keeping the account, 








{ 
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Mr. Austin: But in the balance-sheet there is the £9000 odd set 
down as —— 

The Cuarrman: Of course there is, or you could not carry it to the 
revenue account. ‘ 

Mr. Austin: You say that £2000 is due to the direetors ; but that 
is put down in the expenditure. 

The Cuarrman: I would just tell the honourable proprietor this, 
that if he is inclined to vote that the sum of £10,000 be raised for the 
purpose of avoiding loans, we shall have no objection to it; but we 
are not disposed, until actually obliged to ask you to raise more capital, 
If we can borrow a floating capital on payment of 5 per cent. to carry 
on the works, it is better than doing it in another way, and paying 
73 per cent. 

A Propnietor (to Mr, Austin): If you can compare last year’s with 
this year’s balance-sheet, you will find that if our present habilities 
are heavier, we have £10,000 more to meet them with. 

Mr Austin had understood the chairman to say that some of the 
debentures had been paid off; but he found that in 1853 there were 
£66,000, and in 1854 the same sum due on debentures, * | 

The Cuarrman: Yes; but there were soine debentures fell due at | 
the end of the year, and the whole were taken up, except £3600. 

In answer to a proprietor, the CoarmMaN said that the capital account | 
had been increased £3251. | 

A Proprietor inquired whether it was the intention still to set | 
aside £1200 per year as a depreciation fund. | 

The Cuarrman: Undoubtedly. : | 





Propriztor: I think it is much too large a sum. 

Mr. Lutuam: I would rather see it increased. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

A resolution, apportioning £1000 to remunerate the directors, was | 
also adopted. 

A Proprietor inquired whether the directors did not think it high | 
time to capitalise the shares of the company. They were issued in> 
small amounts to get in the consumers, but the effect was prejudicial | 


from a quarter to a half per cent. difference in price. ‘This, added to 
the commission and stamp-duty, was a serious item, and he would | 
like to see the shares converted into stock. 

The Cuatrman : It was one of the principles upon which we started 
that the shares of this company should circulate as freely as we could 
make them; it is a great element in our success to have as many 
persons as possible interested in the welfare of the company. Indeed, 
the very reverse of the operation just recommended by the honour- 
able proprietor was being done by one of the other companies, which 
was anxious to reduce its stock into smailer shares; and he (the 
chairman) thought that was the sounder principle. 

The retiring directors— Messrs. Bradbury, Delane, and Wyld, 
offered themselves for re-election. 

On the motion of Mr, Tuwatres, Mr. Bradbury was re-elected. 

Mr. Delane was also re-elected. 

On the motion that Mr. Wyld be re-elected, Mr. Kerry proposed 
the name of Mr. Lowe. 

The Cuarrman hoped the shareholders would stand by Mr. Wyld, 
who was one of the earliest and best friends of the company. 

After a few remarks by one or two shareholders, Mr. Wyld was re- 
elected—Mr. Kerry stating that his only object in proposing Mr. 
Lowe was to secure the services of a gentleman who could give more 
attention to the affairs of the company. 

Mr. SAmMvELs proposed a vote of thanks to the directors, which was 
seconded, and carried unanimously. 

‘The Cuarray, for himself and co-directors, acknowledged the vote, 


when the shares were taken into the market, where there was often || 





and the proceedings terminated. | 





CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. | 


The Half-yearly General Court of Proprietors of this Company was || 
held at the Board-room, Horseferry-road, on Friday, the 4th inst. i 


{ 

Bensamin Hawes, Esq., governor of the board of directors, | 
presided. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, | 
The Szcretary (Mr. Burls) read the following report :— 


“When it is considered that, of a proprietary body consisting of upwards 

of 1,000 shareholders, but few, from distanee and other causes, attend 

the half-yearly general courts of the compauy; and that by publication of |! 
the report of the directors, together with a statement of the accouuts, pre- |; 
vious to such meeting, attendance may be attracted and opinions of great : 
practical value elicited, it is deemed advisable by your court of directors to 

place these documents next half-year into the hands of the proprietors | 
before they assemble in general court, should you approve that course. |! 
‘* We have frequently had occasion, in former reports, to remark upon 
the increased and growing demand for gas. It has long since been indis- 
pensable to traders; it is now, for its purity and beauty, extensively 





* Acontemporary reports this important discussion in the following garbled || 
terms:— | 
The Rev. Mr. AusTIN occupied the meeting for a considerable time with inquiries | 
upon the accounts, but which principally related to the sun of £29,747 s'ated in the | 
accounts to be due to creditors on debentures and bills, but which in the accounts || 
of the previous year amounted to only £20,0.0 odd, showing an increase in the 
liabilities of £9: 00, whereas there was no increase in their assets. 

The CHAIRMaN entered into minute explanations of each point raised by the 
reverend proprietor, stating as a general reply to the increased amount of liabilities, | 
that whereas in the previous year they had only a balance of £3600 in the hands of 
their bankers, with liabilities of bonds and deventures amounting to £20,000, ‘hey |; 
now had £11,000 in their bankers’ hands, with £29,000 of liabilities of that deserip- || 
tion; and stated that no doubt, in order to avoid.debt, it would be more convenient 
that the company possessed a larger amount of floating capital for conveniently carry- || 
ing on their business, wnich the directors delayed as long as possible, but which 
they would have to apply for. 
The reverend PROPRIETOR exprezsed his entire satisfaction at the explanations 
giveo him, but complained of a want of clearness in the accounts which had given 
rise to his inquiries. | 
‘The CHAIRMAN assured the reverend gentleman that every information would be 
given to him or any other proprietor who would take the trouble to call at the office 





but that of the two respectable auditors. 





for that purpose, 
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introduced into private residences, whereby the effect of the early-closing 
movement is more than compensated. 

“To be prepared to meet these requirements is both a duty and a re- 
| compense, for in this way is the profit of the company to be enhanced. 
| ~« The expenditure this half-year of £7,060 for new mains, retort houses, 

chimney, &c., at this station, and for a valve-room in Brick-lane, has, for 
|| hese reasons, been requisite; while the large quantity of gas made could 
not have been fitted for use had not the six purifiers (which were paid for 
in the preceding half-year) been erected and in action. 

“Itis highly satisfactory to add that the use of clay retorts has fully 
realised the very favourable expectations formed concerning them. 

“* Your court of directors do not conceal from you that much in this way 
| remains to be accomplished, so that, at no very distant period, an addition 
|to the capital of the company may demand attention. 
|| Wehave now the pleasure to propose for your adoption, as a legiti- 
|| mate consequence of the past half-year’s trading, a dividend at the rate of 
| £4. 108. per centum per annum to Christmas last, free from income-tax ; 
|| and your directors assure you of their constant care to adopt every im- 
|| provement to proceed, step by step, in the renovation and enlargement of 
| the works, whereby the prosperity and permanency of your undertaking 
ij may be unassailably secured.” 
|| ‘The Governor then said that the report and statement of accounts 
|| would in future be sent round to the proprietors previous to the meet- 
|| ing, as he thought such a course would tend to prevent much unne- 
|| cessary discussion. He hoped the report would pass with approbation. 
|| It was a cheering thing to see so many old faces present. He was 
| glad to meet them. (Hear, hear.) The difficulties and anxiety ex- 
|| perienced by the directors during the last twelve months had been 
| exceedingly great, and required no common share of attention. On 
| a former occasion he stated, in the words of one of our popular orators, 
| that something was ‘ looming in the distance,” and that better times 
| were coming. He was happy to say that those anticipations had been 
| realised, better times having arrived. They were now beginning to 
| 





taste the fruits of their labour and expense; and he had no doubt that 
for the next twelve months they would go on increasing their dividend. 
||(Hear, hear.) There was no limit imposed en them by act of Purlia- 
|ment, and the consequence was they might divide to any amount 
| which the undertaking could realise. They had not been before Par- 
| liament, nor did they want to go there: there were queer fellows 
| there to deal with. He hoped they would soon be able to get the 
dividend up to 10 per cent. When the Western Cannel Gas Company 
| was established, he was staggered by its coming into their neighbour- 
‘hood. The directors then boldly adopted means to prevent their con- 
| sumers from going to that company. ‘The directors at once resolved 
lon establishing a cannel gas manufactory on their premises. This 
'eost them about £15,000. It was not long in operation before the 
| talented architect of the Houses of Parliament called upon them, and 
\said the members of the House of Commons were dissatisfied with 
| their gas, and inquired if the company had any other mode of lighting. 
He (Mr. Hawes) said, that in the north of England, and in the great 
halls in Scotland, cannel coal gas was used, and he thought it the 
House of Commons tried it, it would afford them satisfaction. He 
{the architect) said he thought so too, and said he would recommend 
it to the House of Commons. He did so, and his recommendation 
was adopted. He then inquired what time the gas could be supplied, 
and was told that he could have it in forty-eight hours (for the com- 
pany had quietly laid down their mains for the purpose of supplying 
cannel coal gas). ** Oh !”’ said he, ‘ that is very quick. I must come 
and survey your premises, to see that there are really two sorts of gas 
manufactured there, and that there is no mixture.” He came and 
surveyed the establishment, and went away perfectly satisfied; and 
the company at once began to supply the House of Commons. 
Shortly afterwards the House of Lords began to grumble. They 
had previously put up with the common gas. The company 
now supplied them also. A few days ago Mr, Cubitt gave 
, them an order to supply a thousand light meter to the new ball-room 
| lately erected at Buckingham Palace. ‘lhe company supplied it with 
,cannel coal gas; and the other day the Queen and Prince Albert ex- 
| pressed themselves much satisfied with it, and ordered Mr. Cubitt to 
have the grand reception-room lighted in the same manner. Fifteen 
hundred lights were also supplied to the corridors and the grand ban- 
quetting-room. They found the meters themselves. When Winsor 
first established gas-lighting, no idea could be formed of the demand 
that would be made for it, and consequently they laid down smali mains. 
The company had since been obliged to increase those mains at a cost of 
| £70,000 at once; and all this had been done without making any cails 
or borrowing any money. They paid ready money for whatever they 
purchased ; and the discounts alone taken from tradesmen for the last 
three years amounted to £11,600. (Hear, hear.) They had gone on 
with a smaller capital, in proportion to their rental, than any other 
company in London, and without making any calls on the proprietors. 
‘He hoped they might continue to do so, although it was impossible 
to say that they might not do so. He was sure that there would be 
a further increase of the dividend next year; if so, they could then 
get rid of their shares at an advanced price, and that would find them 
capital. They had voluntarily increased their working wages and 
salaries-of clerks to the amount of £2000 during the last twelve 
|months; yet, judging by the amount of work done, the wages were 
less in proportion than formerly. ‘Twenty-five years ago the wages 
were 18d, per 1000 feet; now they were only were 8jd, The salaries 
4d.; now they were 2d. This arose from the increased quantity of 
gas made: the increase had been from 350,000,000 to 900,000,000 
cubic feet. (Cheers.) He hoped every gentleman in the room would 
| endeavour to encourage the use of gas as a great public good, without 
|| reference to what company might supply it. He supplied many of 
|| his neighbours from his own manufactory; but when the London 
|| Company was established, he gave up doing so, He was an old gas 
|| manufacturer, and an old coke-man. Every one in his individual ca- 
|| pacity should encourage the use of gas. He had his house lighted 
|| and heated with gas, and the comfort was so great that he felt con- 
1 Vinced no one who ever tried it would give it up. Although the re- 








duction of price was likely to produce a panic, they were now selling 
out stock at 74 instead of 40. He did not believe there was a safer or 
more profitable investment than buying in the shares of the Chartered 
Gas Company—(hear, hear)—he meant, of course, up to a certain 
price, The company went with the times; they did not shut their 
eyes to anything. He would now move that the court agree with and 
contirm the report of the board of directors, and that the same be 
printed, and a copy sent to every proprietor. 

Mr. Box having suggested that the accounts be read before agreeing | 
to the report, a desultory discussion arose as to the propriety of doing | 
so. At length Mr. Gray moved, as an amendment, that the accounts 
be read before the report be agreed to. | 

The amendment was negatived by a majority of 19 to 18. } 


Mr. Jones wished for some explanation of a passage in the report 
respecting the capital required for increased expenditure. | 
The Governor said the proprietors at the last meeting were of 
opinion that it would be economical to shut up Curtain-road station, 
but now it was deemed advisable to continue that station; but as! 
they had been looking forward to the closing of it for the last few 
years, they had allowed it to fall into a dilapidated state. It was 
now estimated that it would take from £15,000 to £20,000 to improve 
it. That was one of the things which they considered * looming in 
the distance.” Additional business required additional capital. They 
were now making 900,000,000 cubic feet, instead of 300,000,000; and 
therefore additional capital was required. The bills of lading also 
showed that they had to purchase 90,000 tons of coals instead of 45,000. 
They had also been buying up shares to the amount of £90,000 out of 
the profits of the company, and the capital had been reduced to that 
amount. They had got on without borrowing mony, or calling up 
any of the third capital amounting to £150,000, They had to pay 
dividends upon a smaller capital, in proportion to the rental, than 
any other company in London, as would be seen from a statement 
he read, 
No. 1, with £28,473 rental, had £192,000 capital. } 


No.2. ,, £30,507 ,, £225,000 ,, 
No.3. , £47,000 ,, £218000  ,, 
No. 4. ,, £90,000 _,, £459,000 | 


And they ,, £159,000 °, £580,000 © 


It was impossible to manufacture with the same plant the amount of 
gas which was at present demanded from the company. More gaso- 
meter room was required by them than by uny other company. Now, 
the company would want three or four gasometers made, each of which 
would cost £3000 or £4000. The directors would endeavour to avoid 
calling upon the £10 shareholders for any assistance; but one thing 
was certain, that capital must be had from some quarter. He was 
quite sure that the shares would rise in the market in proportion to 
the increase in the dividend. The Imperial Company raised a large 
sum by giving shares to the proprietors; and the directors of the 
Chartered Gas Company hoped that by the saine process they would 
be able to raise the necessary capital without calling upon the £10 
holders. For the purpose of carrying out the objects of the company, 
£150,900 or £160,000 would be required; but it was not the 
intention of the directors to call for more than £15,000 or £16,: 00 at 
present. 

Mr. Jones wished to know whether the directors wanted to obtain 
the necessary powers from a general court of proprietors, or to go for 
an act of Parliament to authorise them to sell the shares. 

The Governox: The shares bought by the directors were cancelled, 
and for this reason, that it would be a bad thing to be lowering the 
price of shares by selling them in the public market. | 

A Proprietor wanted to know what power the court of directors 
had to sell shares? 

The Governox: I do not know; we have the 
proprietors gives us. 

Mr. Gray: They have no power to do so. With respect to the’ 
£10 shares, they cannot do that; they cannot reissue. 

A PxoprieToR thought the directors had no private interest in| 
cancelling the shares, The directors received the sanction of the! 
court for what they did. In cancelling the shares the directors re- 
ceived the sanction of the court. 

Mr. Box said, there was nothing in their act of Parliament either to 
sanction the cancelling or purchase of shares. ‘The body that gave || 
the power to do so could give the power to undo it. If the power! 
was derived from the shareholders, independently of Parliament, 
- the shareholders could empower the directors to do what they 
pleased. 

Mr. Perry said that great dissatisfaction had been expressed at a 
former meeting with respect to the purchase of shures, and it was 
requested that no more should be purchased. | 

‘The Governor: Not in my time. 

Mr. Perry said he was speaking of Sir David Pollock’s time. None 
were purchased in the chairman’s time. | 

The Governor: Yes, up to two years ago. 

Mr. Geiser said, nothing could have a more damaging effect on the 
interests of the society than sending their shares into the market for 
sale. He hada resolution to move which he wished to be added to 
the report. 

The Governor: No; we can’t do that. As soon as our regular| 
business is gone through, I shall call upon you to bring forward the | 
motion of which you have given notice. 

Mr, Getster: That is to say, that we are not to decide till the 
business of the meeting is prepared by the directors, and then bring 
forward fresh resolutions to set aside all that we have already done. 
Is it not better that my resolution be entertained at once? 

The Governor said he would do anything to oblige him—that he 
was pursuing the usual course. ‘heir tirst business was to confirm or 
reject the report, 

After some conversation the report was agreed to. 

The following statement of accounts was then read :— 


power the court of 
| 
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Dr. CAPITAL ACCOUNT, Dec. 25, 1854. Cr. t} 
To amount of Ist, 2nd, and 83rd capitals, By amount due to the company, viz.: | 
|| after deducting the amount of 1419 For rent of light at the several stations, viz. :— 
shares, in the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd capi- At Westminster station........ - £34,777 5 i 1] 
tals, cancelled ........... . £529,050 0 0 At Brick-lane bey Nea Wiig vee 21,887 411 i 
To amount of 4th capital, after deducting At Curtain-road ,,  ......... 9,032 12 0 {| 
the amount of 836 shares cancelled.. 51,640 0 0 ~-—— £65,647 2 0/| 
For coke and breeze sold at the stations, viz. :— 
| 580,690 0 0 At Westminster station.......... 999 18 4 
| Expended, viz.:— At Brick-lane te ‘Toeckececes’  Riwume 
| Westminster station. £314,351 10 10 At Curtain-road ,,  ........-. 216 11 0 
| Brick-lane i 144,912 19 11 | —_—_—— 2,717 1 6 
| Curtain-road ,, 62,298 15 10 | For ammoniacal liquor sold at the stations ........ 37 1 «9 
521,563 6 7 Por ter sold at the stations 2% ....00.506cccceccesees 1,066 14 § 
£59,126 13 5 | By amount of the balances of sundry. accounts due to 
| To amount of dividends remaining unpaid ...... 5,757 4 6 the COMPANY «+++ seve server cree peer CseNonseeee eee an OT 
| To amount of debts due by the company, for coals, and | By treasurer’s account, viz.:— ; 
to sundry tradesmen and others .. ........+. «eee 7,441 6 0! Balance of generalacct.. £6009 13 2 
To amount due to collectors for commission, viz..— | it dividend acct. 
| At Westminster station............ 197 13 2 | overdrawn.. 31 4 0 
| At Brick-lane SL eee oe ae 128 3 1 —_—_—_--—_—_ 5,978 9 2 
| At Curtain-road 45 .c..0. seeeee 39 2 4 By bills on hand not paid ............ 02.0000 cove 
359 18 7 | By cash advanced to pay wages at the stations....... 980 0 0 
|To amount due for wages and contingencies :— By stores on hand, viz.:— 
At Westminster station........... ‘ 76119 1 At Westminster station....... we 5,072 32°3 
At Brick-lane i Noes eee ees vs 419 10 0 At Brick-lane ele ede ee - 401917 6 
At Curtain-road ,, .....-.. wine 182 611 —_——_-—._ 9,592 19 7 
1,563 16 0 | By coals on hand, viz. :— 
To amount due at the chief office for contingencies .. 3113 2 At Westminster station., ..... - 60 7 8 
To balance of profit and loss, viz.:— At Brick-lane 99 cvcccccece “4,388 6 11 
Balance to June 24, 1854.. 12,069 10 0 AtCurtain-rosd ,,Q .cccccccce 1,522 3 7 
Less half-year’s dividend On ship-board .........0..+.0.. 288012 7 
on £580,690 ....... 11,613 16 0 ———_——_ 13,801 10 9 
455 14 0 | By coke and breeze on hand, viz. 
Profit of the half-year ending Dec. 25,’54 13,260 1 6 At Westminster station.......... 448 6 8 
13,715 15 6 At Brick-lane a hdcoaaey ania 240 15 1 
To the Contingent Fund .......... cessscovccconss” 17,969 18 9 AtCurtain-road” ,, ...... sees 62 0 0 
-— 751 : 9) 
| | By ammoniacal liquor oe see cpa seuss Voue eres beeede 43 4 
| ee WUE oo okt, Ses dab odoseeeswes oe 820 17 5 
By balance of amount expended for new 
| works at Midsummer, 1854, after re- 
es: Fee ee ere . 22,7389 6 8 
Tuer ContTINGENT Funp. Expended during the half. year to 
All the shares have been cancelled, a +: eaten waves “Saw 2 & 
the fund now consists of the above pics 
| WHORE cece sn reweiessen cocce ceeel7,969 18 9 29,799 9 7 
| Less amount transferred 
from theContingent Fund 25,000 0 0 
| Less written off profit and 
loss account ........ +. 2,500 0 0 
| 27,500 0 0 
| 2,299 9 7) 
£105,766 5 11 | £105,766 5 11| 
| Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, rrom Junz 24 10 Dec. 25, 1854. Cr. | 
'To coals consumed in the half year ....... i ucnieiens . £43,391 6 3 By rental of light for the half-year ..............++ £77,273 9 0 
|To stores, &c., used in the half year, viz. :— | By coke and breeze ~ viz.:— } 
| Retorts .......-+00+ seeee +. £7,060 1 0 Coke 0.00 cevccccccccccces coeceS20,461 17 8 
TRETS 0000 050000 0000000 veces. 27115 2 BONG: ov c.nins sedeswes vesveces oe 792 7 «1 
: 7,331 16 2 21,254 4 9) 
General wear and tear, muins, and | By ammoniacal liquor for the half-year ............ 115 10 2; 
| carrying on the works ........ 9,902 16 11 + ae A a soso S067 00° 24 
Less receivedfor oldand burntstores 1,382 14 0 By discounts and abatements allowed by tradesmen. . 1,707 8 5} 
| 8,520 211 | By Poplar-station rent account—balance........... ° 10 17 11}; 
|To meters .. ...... plone one cee Si Li es lly acid Sam, otassi a ee ee ee ee ee 273 18 9 
| To ee, CI OLCOTT ee Senet ee 1,207 15 10 By dividend onthe Contingent Fund, viz., on £15,000, } 
|To directors and auditors ...........00. dy beeen 1,348 4 0 in 33 per Cent. POTD ibn such eatetbecdooecs . 229 10 8) 
| To salaries and commissions .......... eee 3,890 6 0) By naphtha EE ae Oe ie eT Orr ee a he eee 184 2 6 | 
|'To wages and contingencies .............. bnew ie 15,343 0 7 | 
‘!|To rent and taxes, viz. :— 
SE onet-n34 a Sate she diatguend 133 10 9 | 
| IE Cah chlone canes ua tira ees vm Bean 7 3 | 
1,738 17 11 | 
| To income tax...... MAnKae DSMeadcombanees es a> 600 12 2 | 
'To law CXPeNSES .. «2... eee ee cece ceseee ee ceeeeees . 25 4 6 
|To annuity to Mr. John Evans, late 
| superintendent. ......-.-seeeseeeee 100 0 0 
'To annuity to Mr. J. Cowell, late 
| accountant........ Oe recee cevcccces 65 0 0 
| 165 0 0 
| To Sick and Benevolent Fund ....... ee ee . 130 0 0| . 
'To debts due at the p stations, being bad, | 
| written off, viz. 
| Westminster station—light account 893 1 8 H 
Brick-lane ” ” ” 226 15 2 | 
Curtain-road_,, ” = 190 0 10 | 
Dishonoured bills .............. 18 14 10 
Sundry debtors............... . 370 12 1 
1,699 4 7 
Received on bad debts .......... 78 8 10 
— 1,620 15 9 
To amount written to the credit of new works ...... 2,500 0 0 
89,956 10 9 
Be PN once cece vevescesctoscessseescescsssese’ TREO 2S 
£103,216 12 3 £103,216 12 3 
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A Drnecror moved, that the meeting do agree with and confirm the 
auditors’ report. 

Mr. Box entered into some statistical details to show that the com- 
pany was not progressing. 

The Governor said, Mr. Box was decidedly in the wrong, and 

ledged himself that the company had realised more than 5 per cent. 
clear profit, although they had declared of only 4$ per cent. (Hear.) 

The motion was then agreeed to. 

It was also moved and agreed to, that a dividend of 43 per cent. be 
payable on and from the 15th of May next, 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Geister then brought forward the following motion, of which 
he had given notice :— 

“‘ That the governor be allowed for every attendance at the court of di- 
rectors, or committee of directors, the sum of £2; the deputy-governor, 
£1 10s. each; each director, £1; and that no director be paid for more than 
two attendances a week, or one attendance in one day; and that the 
number of directors be reduced to nine; and that the auditors be allowed 
£1 each for not more than two attendances in one month.” 

The Governor said he wished to state that, during three years, the 

directors had 1139 meetings, of which there were 432 attendances 
| without any payment whatever. That showed that they could not 
| have less meetings. 
Mr. GeIsLeR said, a part of his motion had reference to the printing 
and circulation of the report and accounts before the meeting took 
place ; but he would now omit that from the motion, as the directors 
had made that concession to the proprictors. 

The Governor: No, don’t call it a concession. 
anxious that it should be done. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Geiser: I won’t call it a concession, then; but you always 
refused to do it. (Cheers and laughter.) ‘The directors persisted in 
maintaining the same amount of salary for themselves now that they 
did when the amount of dividend was larger. 
A Proprietor: Yes; but recollect the directors have double the 
amount of work. 
Mr. Getster: The proprietors, of course, cannot be as sure of the 
enormous amouut of exertion made by the directors—of course they 
can’t! (Laughter.) I never heard of any body of directors who, when 
they had a point to maintain, had not such an amazing amount of 
work to perform that they could never get through it. (Laughter and 
||Oh! 
MM. Breck, deputy-governor : This is not fair, 
|| Mr. Geister: If the subordinates were competent to their work, 
this enormous labour would not be required on the part of their over- 
\|lookers. There are scores of establishments in the City of London 
| severally conducted by two or three partners. How do they manage 
| to do their work so successfully ? 
|| The Governor: They divide the whole profits amongst themselves. 
| Mr. Greister: How does it happen that so small a number of over- 
| lookers manage to do their work and make much larger profits than 
| we do with a larger body of overlookers. The salaries which he pro- 
|| posed he thought would be quite sufficient to remunerate the directors 
|| amply for the work which they had to perform, The shareholders 
were now paying on their profits 12 per cent. for overlooking a con- 
| cern, of pretty good magnitude, certainly, but not so very large as to 
overtask their industry. He thought that nine directors were quite 
| sufficient to do the business. 
|| The Governor said he had no objection to try that. 
|| Mr, Box submitted that the resolution could not be legally put. 
| The Governor: It is not seconded yet. 
|| Mr, Luoyp seconded the motion. 
| 





We were always 











Mr. Box submitted that this motion could not be put without a 
| revision of the bye-laws at a half-yearly meeting, of which due notice 
|; should be given. 
| Mr. Beck said, the mover was quite in order, and hoped the 
| meeting would take the motion on its merits. 
|| A SHAREHOLDER said, the argument of Mr. Geisler was, that as the 
| society’s profits diminished, the remuneration of the directors should 
| be diminished; whereas the probability was that their labour and 
| anxiety would be increased as the profits diminished. 

The Governor said, it was quite a mistaken notion to suppose that 
| the directors had nothing to do but walk in and look at the works. 
| Why, the directors had sometimes to spend from three to five hours 

aday in overlooking and directing the operations. As for his part, 
he was deeply interested in the concern. It was a hobby—a sort of 
| ambling povy of his. It should be recollected that this establishment 
| differed from any partnership institution in London, It combines 
mercantile, mechanical, and chemical operations, and required on the 
part of the directors the most assiduous industry and varied know- 
ledge. As for the remuneration, it was insignificant when compared 
| with that given to the directors of other companies. Why, he knew 
| some directors who got five guineas each for attending a single meet- 
| ing. As for himselt and his colleagues, they did not confine them- 
| selves to four meetings a week. ‘hey attended whenever their 
|| services were required, without any reference to remuneration ; and 
|, some gentlemen on the board, who had to come fifteen or twenty miles 
|| from the country, had attended no less than 450 meetings, for which 
|, they were not paid at all. The business might be carried on by an 
| attendance of two days in the week, if subordinates might be relied 
||upon; but could directors be expected to attend day after day, and 
hour after hour, for such a paltry sum as that proposed by the honour- 
|| able proprietor? (Hear, 5 
|| After some conversation, a Proprietor recommended Mr, Geisler 
to withdraw his motion. 
|| The Governor objected to the withdrawal of the motion; he wished 
| the proprietors to come at once to a decision on the motion. 

Mr, Wit11amM Hawes opposed the motion, and hoped the proprie- 
tors would not only give such remuneration to the directors as would 
ensure their efficient superintendence over the establishment, but 
that the motion would be at once decided on its merits. 








After some conversation, the question was put from the chair, and 
only two hands were held up for it. 

The motion was accordingly lost, 

The Secretary read the next motion, of which Mr, Geisler had 
given notice, viz. :— 

‘* That a committee of seven proprietors be appointed to revise the bye- 
laws of the company, and also to examine the report on the expenditure 
of the reserved fund of the company, of £46,419, since Christmas, 1853; and 
that the inspectors of the company be instructed to give to the said com- 
pany every assistance in their power, either by verbal information, or by 
the production of the books in their possession.”’ 

The Governor said, the directors were the only persons who could 
give any information that would be satisfactory; and it was absurd 
to conduct an investigation of this kind by a mere examination of 
clerks and inspectors. 

After some discussion, the resolution was lost by a large majority. 

On the motion of Mr, Gray, a vote of thanks to the governor, 
deputy-governor, and directors, for the zeal they had displayed in 
promoting the interests of the company, was unanimously agreed to. 

The court then adjourned. 





LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

The ordinary Half-yearly Meeting of this company took place at 
the Freemasons’ ‘Tavern on Wednesday, the 11th ult. 

Mr. Hawkins, chairman of the board of directors, presided, and 
read the following report and statement of accounts :— 

‘* Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly ac- 
count, showing the result of the manufacture and distribution of the 
company’s gas up to the 3lst day of December last. A statement of the 
profit and loss for the last half year is annexed to this report. It will be 
seen by the statement of the dividend fund, that a sum of £5942. 14s. 3d. | 
remains applicable to dividend. Of that sum, £3746. 15s. 6d. will be ap- | 
propriated to the payment of the dividend upon the first preference shares | 
of 1849, due on the 15th inst., leaving a balance of £2195. 18s. 9d. to the | 
credit of the dividend fund, out of which the directors recommend that 15s. 
per share be paid, on and afjer the 15th day of June next, on account of | 
suspended dividends on the preference shares of 1850, commonly known 
as blue preference shares. 

“‘The expense of transition from the former mode of manufacture to 
that now adopted, the nature of which was explained in detail in our 
last report, has weighed heavily upon this, as it did upon the half-year to 
which that report referred. ‘lhe cost of coal and labour has also been , 
very heavy, as compared with the corresponding half-year. f 

| 





| 


** The accident to the tank of the gasholder which in October last your 
directors reported as nearly completed, and the still more deplorable acci- 
dent which occasioned the death of our late engineer, Mr. Michiels, are | 
known to most of the shareholders. By the first, we are deprived of the 
use of a gasholder which had become of the most urgent necessity to us, 
and the loss of which has crippled our operations, and entailed an expense 
upon the company which is difficult to estimate, but which must have 
amounted to some thousands of pounds during the past winter. By the 
second, we are deprived of a zealous and able servant of unusual acquire- 
ments, from whose plans, which have been in almost every respect 
approved by the gentlemen who have succeeded him in charge of our 
works, great benefit will yet be derived. There has been no delay in taking 
proper steps for repairing the tank of the gasholder. 

‘It will be observed, that the bad debts charged upon the past half- 
year have been unusually high. 

‘* The increase and extension of the leading principal mains, mentioned 
in the last report, and the accompanying repairs and alterations of other 
mains, which latter form a considerable item in the half-year’s expenses, 
have produced the desired result ; and no winter within the recollection of 
your directors has passed in which the distribution of gas to consumers 
has been so satisfactory. A considerable increase has taken place in the 
rental. 

‘* Early in December your directors appointed Mr. Richard Jones, who 
had previously been in charge of large works at Wolverhampton, to be 
assistant engineer. Upon Mr. Michiel’s death, he succeeded to the charge 


of our works; and from that time has conducted them, with the assistance || 


of the chief engineer of an important metropolitan company a8 consulting 
engineer, so entirely to the satisfaction of your directors, that they have 
lately appointed him resident engineer to the company—an appointment 
with which they believe the shareholders will have every reason to be 
content. 

“The piece of land, for the purchase of which your directors, in their 
last report, stated they had contracted, has been conveyed to, and is 
in possession of the company; and they only await the assistance of their 
brother shareholders to provide funds, without which no further step can 
be taken, to place upon it the gasholder so urgently called for by the ne- 
cessities of the company. ‘They feel it incumbent upon them to repeat, 
that ‘ until sufficient gasholders are provided, our shareholders must be 
content to see a large and increasing portion of what might be dividend, 
wasted every winter in miserable expedients to supply the deficiency, to 
say nothing of the constant danger to the company, and the consequent 
increasing watchfulness and anxiety with which its engineer and other | 
officers are harassed.’ 

‘* In completion of the arrangements between the gas companies on the 
Surrey side of the Thames, assigning separate districts to each, a bill is 
now before Parliament, of which it will be recollected that your directors, | 
* though they would have preferred waiting, until, by a year’s experience, | 
they could judge of the probable results of the recent improvements,’ pro- 

osed to avail themselves for obtaining further powers for the company. 

t was afterwards considered necessary that the bill for districting should 
be confined to that object only ; and, therefore, if any further powers were 
to be applied for by this company, it must be done by a separate bill. 
Your directors, although they issued the requisite notices, determined, | 
upon further consideration and advice, to defer for the present their 
intended application to Parliament. To the bill for districting, the assent 
of the shareholders of this company will be required previously to its 
passing the House of Lords. 

“It must be obvious to all, that with the increased demand for gas, and 
cost of coal, materials, and labour, additional floating capital is required. 
At the same time, it is necessary to meet bonds as they fall due, to pay the 
cost of such extensions as increased business renders necessary in works and 
mains; and, above all, of an additional gasholder. To meet these neces- 
sities, the requisite powers are provided in our act. It remains that we 
should avail ourselves of these powers—l. By ourselves, individually, 
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| advancing — to the company on loan, upon the security of its corpo- 
‘rate bonds. 2. By taking up the remaining portion of the first preference 
shares of 1849, which the directors have now determined to issue. 

| Three directors, viz., Daniel Sprague, Esq., Charles Craddock, Esq., 
|and Robert Henry Parkinson, Esq., retire by rotation, and being eligible, 




















The Cuatrman: It is now my duty to move that the report and 
statement of accounts be received and adopted. If any gentleman, 
after the motion is seconded, wishes to ask any questions, I shall be 
happy to afford him any information in my power. 

A Proprietor having seconded the motion, 

; an. Gray: Have you any new ground on the north side of the 
river 

The Cuarrman: No; we have some new ground on the Surrey side 
of the river. 

: Mr. Gray: How much of your trade is on the south side of the 
river ? 

The Cuarrman: About one-fourth. 

Mr. Gray: There are three-fourths on the north side, and yet you 
jobtain new ground on the south side. It seems to me, if you had 
nae ground on the north side, you would be much nearer your 
work, 





| The Cunreman: It is a great distance from our extremity, I admit ; 
|but there are some facilities obtained by our having our new ground 
{near our old ground. The great means we have of communicating 
between the two more than counterbalance any advantages we could 
obtain on the other side. We could not get any ground on the north 
sice east of Vauxhall-bridge. We must have gone west of the bridge ; 
and any place on the west of Vauxhall-bridge would be quite as far 
for the passage of mains as any ground we have now. 
| Mr. Gray: You pay £1000 per acre for this ground ? 
| The Cuarrman: Yes. 
| Mr. Gray: But the Imperial Company get about ten acres for 
| about £1000, ' 

The Cuarrman: I dare say you would get ground at Fulham for 
less than that, but it would not be so convenient. 

Mr. Ruopgs : It was stated in the last report that there should be 
eae put up, but there is nothing in the last report about 

em. 

The Cuarrman: It was stated in our last report that the station- 
|meters were nearly complete. During a part of the winter, one of 
|the meters was out of action because there was not sufficient time to 
lay down mains to it. The oven-meter was in action. 
| Mr. Kuopes: Was it not from some misconstruction that the 
other meter was out of action ? 
| The Cuarrman: No. While the meter was out of action, the oppor- 
‘tunity was made use of to open some holes in the side of it, to give 
| greater facility for cleaning it. These station-meters are usually con- 
structed without such facilities for cleaning. 
| Mr. Ruopzs: Does any one live in the large house near the works ? 
| The Cuarrman: Yes, it is occupied. 
Mr. Ruopes; How long, and by whom ? 
| ‘The Cuarrman: It is always occupied, partly by the board-room 
,and the engineer, The storekeeper lives there. Some years ago I 
|resided there. I retained my chambers here, but I made it a point 
of sleeping at the works for the sake of communicating with the 
|engineer, and of seeing how the works were going on. 
F A SHaREHOLpeR: | heard you resided on the premises in January 

ast. 

The Cuarrman: Oh, no. I stated at the last meeting that we had 
not been able to borrow from the public any large portion of the 
|money we required, and the directors furnished it out of their own 
|pockets. The remainder we obtained on security. 
Mr. Ruopes: Have you discontinued the retorts under the arch- 
|way? Iam told they do not act well. 
The CuarrmMan: We have not discontinued them. They have 
‘acted very well. They are clay retorts. There are eight retorts in 








\the upper bed, and four in the lower. The retorts in the upper bed 


— 


offer themselves for re-election. One auditor, viz., Richard Deeley, Esq., i} 
retires also by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election.” | 


The Secretary (Mr. J. R, Hinde) read the following statement of | 
accounts :— 


I 











| Dr. Prorir anp Loss, Half-year ending Dec. 31, 1854. ; Cr. 
WEN cand cteecccvccnnetnaccecdopetnessuocodereice MORE © 3 | Bab secvcescssss PedaPertecnecebeess Perr cocccece £47,248 10 0 
Lime, &c. cccccccccccccccrevccccetaccsescesssecese eos 443 1 0 /| Coke and other products ........sscsecececceccsesceves 17,834 16 3 
Stores. ccccccccesccccsccccerescecseseess occeesescee co §=—.:1, 798 8 7 | Rents .ccccccsccccce Prrrrrrrrrrrre rrr tte 474 17 6 
I ne aad oe Na owen eee 9,126 18 2 | i} 
Wear and tear...... os 3,671 211 | { 
| Royalty ...... eiseceessees cccccee 635 14 4 | 
| Meters—repairing and fixing ... 1,097 14 8 | 
| Directory and auditing ..... seccccccesccece soeseedevees 530 0 0 
SMMGRRE Ch Saba de dse cad eseDeo ese dele Sivevetwtsecees: “BETO © | | 
Rates and taxes ...ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsccces 955 13 6 | 
|Remts ....-seresseerae eoeeseneees MAC Ty | 
[Commission .cocccasvecvesecece-cecvcccoccosccccescevee 742 9 5 | 
| Stationery and incidental expenses,, ..eceseseeeees weccece 647 11 | 
Allowances and bad debts......seseeeeee evenepnadiovscs  Saeae aI 
| Law expenses PCO PO rk SS aOR ety en0e BSOenESeeCeRCED 00 0 0} {} 
| Gas supplied by other companies. ...cescecee-cecesereres 150 5 7} 
PONE  Scsncaccccasnsvoesecoseeesosssevessessoce 2,781 2 9 | 
|Income-tax .... vane 110 811) 
DMidarinives nosey berssccccienscsio: besccsccesose tr © © | 
DN ed accccicerssssecetivnes ice VO} Total ...... ee oe eoimaae hasentue SCT 
epteieieen ae Saas — | 
Interest on borrowed MONCY.....essceceecesecesseecsees & 2,789 19 4 | Balance brought down .....ssecsseceesceeececeeees ooce £7,007 2 91 
BOS o cvessesévccccrcscoece + eetneebeseeendeodnes< Neen ae $) 
£7,607 1°9 | £7,607 1 9) 
Dr. DivipEND AccouNT. Cre | 
| Amount of first preference shares dividend, Dec. 30,1854.. £3,735 1 6] Surplus profit, June 30, 1854 .ccccccseeveceeees coccccee £6,295 18 4) 
Ditto blue shares dividend .....cccccsescevcccveces 9 5 0 | Balance as above ....seeeeeee se PTITTTITI TTT TT - 4,821 2 5) 
SNE Sedlhcduttieetrners .n00ses 5,942 14 3 
Total. 6.00. Coc cccccccccccsccccccccccces S1LLILZ 0 9 TOR ocecenversceveweoseesscoovcesssteernanes OS Oi 


are heated in a separate furnace, and the additional heat which may || 
be required hy the lower beds is given by tar. The retorts are of), 
such construction that they obtain more heat on account of their form, | 
in proportion to the quantity of coal carbonised in them. The retorts | 
in the upper bed are circular; those in the lower bed are oval, to | 
give them a larger surface for heating. ] 
Mr. Ruopes: Have you settled the dispute with the Imperial yet ? || 
The Cuatrman: Not yet. 
Mr. Ruopes: With reference to the old red preferential shares—are || 
they paid up, or are the parties paying interest for the portion not 
paid? | 
The Cuarrman: The whole are paid up ? 
Mr. Ruopes: Respecting the house on a portion of the new ground || 
—you say a workman lives there? 








he CuarrMaNn: No; a tenant is in the house. 

Mr. Ruopes: Would it not be better to have some persons con- 
nected with the works living there > 

The Cuarrman: The house is occupied by Mr. Haywood, from! 
whom we purchased the ground, and he pays rent for it. | 

Mr. Ruopes: Respecting churches and chapels—do you light them} 
by meter or not? 

The Crarrman: I believe they are lit by meter, and not by scale. 

Mr. Ruones: I ask the question because some of the churches are 
heated with gas inthe winter. The gas is used for heating as well as. 
lighting purposes ? 

The Cuatrman: They are lighted by meter. Meters were forced 
upon us originally. ‘The Imperial Company light by meter, 

Mr. Ruopes: Are there any complaints about smoke P 

The Cuairman : No: we have no smoke. <A gentleman appointed 
by the Board of Trade has gone round, and he reports very well of 
the works. 

Mr, Ruopes: Respecting the loan by the Atlas—is that paid off? 

The Cuarrman: Two-thirds of it was paid off. 

Mr. Syxrs: I have to ask whether counsel’s opinion has been 
taken as to the payment of the preferential arrears? and I have to| 
suggest that the directors in future will circulate the half-yearly 
report with notice of meeting. 

The Cuarrman: Mr. Sykes asks whether we have taken the opinion 
of counsel on the claims of the blue preferential shares, I think it 
will be in the recollection of the shareholders that, when the question 
was first mooted, the shareholders suggested that it should riot be’ 
referred to counsel, but that the opinion of Mr. Maynard should be: 
taken. We have taken his opinion, and acted upon it. 

Mr. Sykes : I beg to differ from you upon that point. 

The Cuateman: ‘The question put to Mr. Maynard for his decision! 
involved this:—whether the claims of the blue preferential share- 
holders involved those of the blaek shareholders? It was quite clear 
that the interest on the sum of £3000 due to the black shareholders || 
would be payable to them before the blue; but Mr. Maynard decided |! 
that the claims of tRe blue shareholders were preferable to those of 
the black shareholders. 

A Proprietor: Does not the same question arise as to red shares’ 
that applies to blue ? 

The Cuarrman: Yes; the blue comes first; but whatever is said 
reepecting one class of shares applies to the other. A resolution was 
passed at one of their meetings that interest of four per cent. be 
allowed, and that the question of priority be referred to the board of | 

| 





} 
| 


| 
| 





directors, under the advice of the company’s solicitor. The board of 
directors were decided by his opinion. 

Mr. Syxes: I think the matter is so important that it should be | 
referred to counsel. Ido not wish to take the matter out of the 
directors’ hands, if they take counsel’s opinion. 
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Mr. Gray: You will have only to tell counsel which way you want 
it. (Laughter. ) 

Mr. Syxes: Any answer given by-counsel will be satisfactory 
to me. 

The Cuarrman : I understand Mr. Sykes’s doubt to be this :—-whe- 
ther the blue preferential shares carry with them arrears of dividend. 
He would contend that the shares were only entitled to the profits on 
each half-year, and did not carry with them arrears. 

Mr. Syxzs: That is my opinion. 

A SHarEHoLpeR: What is your opinion, Mr. Chairman ? 

The Cuatrman: I have a strong opinion; but, as it is a legal 

uestion, I should rather not give it. 

Mr. Monterrore : I think the directors have no right to vote away 
the arrears due to the shareholders. 

Mr. Syxes: The chairman has not yet told me whether he would 
submit the case to counsel. 

A Swarenorper: Cannot Mr. Sykes get counsel's opinion, to 
‘satisfy his own mind ? 
| Mr. Syxes: ThenI should be told that I went in a particular way 
‘to work, in order to get an opinion favourable to my own. 
| The Cuatrman: With reference to Mr. Sykes’s suggestion with 
| regard to the publication of the report along with the notice of meet- 
ing, I wish to state that it is not generally the practice of gas compa- 
nies to publish these matters before the meeting. We could not have 








held our meeting to-day if we published the report with the notice of 
meeting. 

Mr, Syxes: Then [ understand that you object to do it. 

The Cuarrman: No, we do not object, but we think it incon- 
venient. ‘ 

Mr, Syxes: Then I am prepared to move a formal resolution on the 
subject. 
| A Proprietor: Surely there can he no difficulty in sending out 
\the report a few days before the meeting. 

i The Cuareman said, there was no objection to that course. 

|| A Prorrieror: Are you obliged to hold your meetings at certain 
i periods ? 

|| The Cuatrman: Yes. It is not very easy to get the accounts 
||made up in time. We have had so much extraneous business thrown 
|| upon our accountants, that we could not get our accounts ready as 
|| quickly as we otherwise might have done. 

|” A SHAREHOLDER remarked, that it was inconsistent to print the 
| report previous to the meeting, for the report submitted might be 
altered, as was often the case, (Hear, hear.) 

|| Mr. Syxes: And then I shall move that the directors be requested 
| to circulate among the shareholders all half-yearly reports with the 
| usual notice, at least two days previous to the date of each meeting. 

|| Mr. Monreriorg seconded the motion. 

|| The Cuarrman: We can send round our intended report; but, ifit 
|'is not adopted at the meeting, we shall then have to send round 
| another modified report, and also the resolutions passed at the 
| meeting. This will occasion unnecessary expense. I do not at 
| present, however, see any difficulty in the matter, although in all 
commercial companies the publication of their accounts is not deemed 
‘expedient. We are not precisely in the position of railway companies 
who can dfford to publish their accounts, but I think there can be no 
objection to have the report always in the office for inspection three 
days before the meeting. 

Mr, Syxes: I shall put the motion as a matter of principle. 

Mr. Bratt: I hope the shareholders will pause before they adopt 
this resolution. What may be good for a railway company must 
be imperious to a manufacturing company in active competition 
with our neighbours. Do we want our neighbours to know every- 
thing? I have noobjection to the shareholders knowing everything ; 
jbut Ihope the shareholders will pause before they publish to our 
|competitors an exposition of our affairs before the meeting will take 
| place. 
¥ Mr, Mirzy: A few years ago we had a debt of £200,000, from 
which the directors relieved us, I think, therefore, we ought to have 
full confidence in our directors. 
| The Cuarrman: Is it the feeling of the meeting, then, that the ac- 
counts should be visible in the office a fortnight before the meeting ? 
Will that do? (Hear, hear.) 

Mr, Syxes: I hope you will be good enough to put my resolution 
to the meeting. I now wish to ask whether it is the intention of the 
|directors to submit the case alluded to to counsel ? 

The CuatnmMan: At present it is not our intention todo so. The 
necessity for deciding the matter will not arise tili we are making 
payments on account of the arrears. We are making payments at 
| present, but they do not amount to the six per cent. payable on those 
|arrears. The question is not yet pressing upon us, and its discussion 
|might give rise to a vexed question. If any shareholder feel himself 
|aggrieved, he can take the opinion of counsel; and if that opinion 
\should be adverse to the opinion of the directors, then the directory 
| will be obliged to do so. 
| Mr. Syxes: I think it better to leave the matter entirely to the 
‘directors IfI were to take counsel’s opinion, it would look as if I 
wished to have an opinion favourable to my own views; but if the 
'directors take counsel’s opinion, I shall be satisfied, whatever that 
|Opinion may be. 
| Mr. Spracue: It will bein the recollection of Mr. Sykes, that when 
|this question was mooted two years ago, the decision come to by the 
meeting was, that counsel’s opinion should not be taken, as we might 
‘have any number of opinions we pleased. A case was then mentioned 
in which the opinion of sixteen counsel were taken, and eight were 
}on each side. The resolution of the meeting then was, that the 
Matter should be referred to Mr. Maynard, who was considered 
|equally competent to give an opinion with any man at the bar. His 


| 








| 





reading up a case. This question has been deliberately submitted to 

Mr. Maynard, and he has given an opinion that the preference share- 

holders are entitled to the arrears of dividends that accrued since the! 
suspension of the payments. If, after receiving that opinion, we) 
sought the opinion of counsel, we should be only involving ourselves | 
in expense and trouble, with no advantageous result. (Cheers.) I) 
trust the meeting will see that the question Mr, Sykes is submitting 

is one thatit is not expedient to adopt; for, after all, any opinion given 
by counsel would not be binding upon any shareholder. (Hear.) 
Mr, SnawsweE.u: It was clearly understood that the shareholders | 
would be decided by the opinion given ky Mr. Maynard. 

Mr. Druce recommended unanimity, opposed the idea of going to 

law, and objected to printing and publishing the reports before the | 
meetings took place. The company was not in a position to do 80, | 
and until that time arrived secrecy was better. 

Another Proprietor suggested that the best way to settle the 
question would be to wait till the six per cent. was first realised, 

Mr. Monteriore ‘said that the meeting could not dispose of the 
rights of absent parties by any decision. Men living at Brighton, | 
who knew nothing of this proposal, could not be bound by any deci- 
sion on a question of which no notice had been given. 

Mr. Frsuer: I wish to know what amount of capital has been 
borrowed during the last half-year. It appears that at Christmas, 
1853, the allowance on bad debts was £805, and that for the last year 
there had been an increase of bad debts exceeding £3000. 

Mr. Parkinson said, that amount consisted of debts accruing over 
three or four half-years, Although this money was written off, the 
collectors had still the amount on their books, and would endeavour 
to obtain it wherever the parties were able to pay. The directors had | 
strongly impressed on the collectors the necessity of caution as to} 
what consumers they should take on. They could get plenty of) 
consumers, but they only wanted those who were able to pay. In that! 
£3000 bad debts, £400 are due by the Lyceum Theatre, 

Mr. Pipcpon: How can you recover, if you write them off as bad| 
debts ? 

Mr. Parxtnson: Writing them off as bad debts does not remove ‘aol 
liability of the debtor. The accounts are all carried into the Black} 
Book, where they are seen at a glance. 

The CuarrMan, with reference to the borrowing question, said that 
they had borrowed money from time to time to pay off debts incurred 
for the extension of works, The amount of interest of course increased 
in proportion to the amount borrowed. It was rather difficult for 
him then to go into the particulars of those, but any shareholder 
might inspect them at the office. During the last half-year £2000 
had been laid out on mains, and £1000 on services and connections. 
Bonds had been paid off to the same. amount, and £4000 had been 
paid on account of capital; but he could not state those particulars 
with sufficient accuracy. 

A Propaietor: £800 has been paid for commission; what was 
that for? 

The Cuatnman: Commission for collecting the rental. 

Mr, Crowes : I believe there wasan accident. Iheard that through 
want of judgment a portion of the upper part of the gasometer fell into 
the tank. 

The Cuarrman said that, while the gasometer was in the hands of 
the contractor, an accident occurred, but the contractor was at the 
expense of it, 

fr. CLowes : I understand that, in consequence of the gas escaping 
from the gasometer into the retort-house, a tire occurred. 

The Cuarrman : You are mixing up two different things, 

Mr. Cowes: What was the expense of that fire ? 

The Cuainman: There was a hole in the upper part of the gasholder; 
the gasholder gave way ; part of the gas got into the gas-house and 
took fire. The damage occasioned cost only about £30. 

A Dreector: The fire occurred by a sudden rent in the gasholder, 
which was worn out. There was no blame attached to the engineer. 

Mr, Crowes: Unfortunately, I have a different view as to the skill 
of your engineer. We have met here, year after year, for the last 
eight years, without receiving any dividends. I think there must be 
some better engineer discovered : that is coming to the plain fact. 
We are told that by‘adopting another course we should be in a better 
condition, The directors told us they would do better for us: have 
they done so? Has not Mr, Croll made some proposition ? 

The CuarnMAN: A proposition was made by Mr, Croll about two 
years ago, and his proposal, if adopted, would have come into opera- 
tion about half a year ago, He proposed that the company should 
put its works in a certain state of repair, and that he would manu- 
facture the gas and make certain payment to the company ; but our 
receipts very shortly afterwards were greater than he offered. I think 
it likely that for the last half-year they would be less, but we had 
not the money to put our works into the state of repair required. We 
were also bound to give Mr. Croll greater gasholder room. Now, 
suppose you had been bound to give him that gasholder room, what 
would you have done? 

Mr. Crowes: Mr. Croll stated that £5000 would have done all that 
was required; but there are other engineers beside Mr. Croll. 

The Cuarnman: That £5000 simply referred to the gasholder, but || 
had no reference to the retorts and + bon works, : 

Mr, Crowes: He said, should he require more, he should pay 
interest for it. 

A Director: This matter has been already discussed and decided 
upon, and why it should be now introduced I cannot understand, 

Mr. Crowes: You always seem so satisfied with your present 
position, that no one receives any thanks for making a useful 
suggestion, 

Mr. Miter: Eight years ago you might have had a dividend, but 
gas has been reduced fifty per cent. in price. Had you retained the 
price of gas of that day, you would have had a dividend. We have 














long and extensive connection with public companies enabled him to 
form a better opinion off-hand than many lawyers could do after 








been cut duwn by opposition, but I am thankful that we are as well 
off as we are, 
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The Cuarrman: With regard to capitalising the red and blue 
shares, as we are obliged to go to Parliament, we shall take advantage 
of introducing into the bill certain provisions respecting those blue 
and black shares. As there is to be a certain bill for districting, we 
want to take advantage of that bill, without taking advantage 
ourselves, 

A Proprietor: Is the idea of capitalising abandoned altogether ? 

The Cuarrnman; Only for the present—till we go to Parliament. 

Mr. Prpgzon : I must say that I have no confidence in the directors, 
It is immaterial to us whether we have a large rental or not. Our 
expenditure is increasing in’a greater ratio than our income. At 
Christmas, 1853, the income for the half-year was £58,000, and the 
the profits £9000, In the last half-year the income increased, but 
the profits diminished. The income for the last half-year was £65,000, 
and the profits only £6000. I must, therefore, again express that I 
have no confidence in the directors. When I see such gross misma- 
nagement, there must be something wrong; and, if any one would 
second my proposition, I would move that a committee be appointed 
to investigate the accounts, as I and my friends are largely interested 
in this matter. 

Mr, Ciowzgs seconded the motion. 
of an efficient engineer. 

Mr. Miter: If Mr. Clowes can get a dividend by changing the 
engineer, I shall vote with him. 

Mr. Crowes: The plans of the unfortunate Michell are still ad- 
hered to: this is the cause of our failure. We are informed that gas 
is made like syrup. (Laughter.) ‘The gas made in the ovens was so 
excessively rich, that it would not burn uniess mixed with that made 
in the retorts. Those ovens have been proved to be a failure, 
Michell was the engineer under whom these ovens were erected ; 
and now we are to have a gentleman brought up in his school as his 
successor. 

The Cuarrman: No; Mr. Jones never saw Michell in his life. 

Mr. Crowes: What matters that, if he is carrying out Michell’s 
design ? 

Mr, Curistrz: A vote of want of confidence in the directors has 
been suggested. I am sure, if you can suggest a better board, or one 
more anxious to discharge their duties, I am sure the board will not 
stand in the way. I, for one, would cheerfully, if any gentleman 
would come forward, and more assiduously discharge the duties of a 
director, resign in his favour. (Hear, hear.) I think the board of 
‘directors are honestly discharging their duties, and in a way that 
ought to satisfy the proprietors. If we could recommend a larger 
dividend, it would be more satisfactory, and a greater proof of our 
efficiency; but I assure you that everything has been done that 
kindness and affection can effect to put your affairs in a more pros- 
perous position, A proprietor said, that everything depends on a 
good and efficient engineer. Well, I agree with him. In the latter 
part of last year the attention of the board was directed to the sub- 
|ject. We have procured a gentleman whom we consider to be agood 
and efficient engineer. He is a clever chemist; but, believing 
| there was an impression against him, and as there was sufficient work 
|for an assistant engineer, we procured the services of an aspiring 

young man, who would be acquainted with Mr. Michell’s plant 
| whenever the services of the latter gentleman might be dispensed 
|with. This young man had been recommended by several Jarge 
shareholders. We took the opinion of a variety of persons on the 
|subject, and they all concurred in the opinion, that he would be a 
'most valuable officer in our establishment. Iam happy to say that 
| we secured the services of that young gentleman. He was to have 
|come into our employment the first week in January, a few days 
| previous to that unfortunate accident that occurred to Mr.“Michell. 
| We wrote to Mr. Jones after that accident occurred, requesting his 
immediate attendance. He left his situation, his then employers 
| being loth to part with him. He took possession of the works in the 
beginning of January, and ever since he has gone on increasing the 
|quantity[and purity of the gas. One of the greatest difficulties we 
| had to contend with throughout our district was the uncertain supply 
|and the impurity of the article ; and, as we had so many competing 
| companies to contend against, whenever we met with any misfortune 
| they seized on our customers. During the last three months, he has 
|so enormously increased the quantity of the gas, and has made it so 
| pure, that we have not now « single complaint, (Cheers.) It is asto- 
| nishing the success that has attended his efforts. Under the arrange- 
| ment for districting, a chemical referee was appointed, and he reports 
in the most favourable manner of the purity of the gas. This young 
man has sostrong a desire to work up the company, that we appointed 
him as resident engineer of the company. We also secured the 
services of a resident engineer connected with a large company in 
London to act for us as consulting engineer. He being of much 
longer standing, any important work required was submitted to him 
for approval. As regards the difficulty of not increasing the dividend, 
that is unfortunately owing to the difficulty in which we are placed. 
An increase of custom tends to reduce our profits, because we have 
not got a plant that will enable us to manufacture in sufficient 
quantity. There are some periods in the season when we are obliged 
to put out of action as many as 200 retorts a day, because we have 
not the means of stowing the gas. If we had a solid gasholder 
that would hold a million of gas, that would increase our profits. I 
believe you have a good concern, and you only want money to pro- 
vide you with sufficient gasholder room. You will get a good return 
for your investments. You are now getting into a good wholesome 
state, and if you only let us go on for a little time we must succeed. 
Of course, if you honestly believe that we, as directors, are not the 

oper parties, dismiss us. I believe we are doing our duty honestly. 

he accounts are faithfully and honestly made out. We do not 
attempt to cook them. Something has been said about the ovens. 
Now, some time ago, I had a strong impression that the ovens were 
producing a serious loss to the company. I paid much atten:ion to 


He thought they were in want 














them; and the more attention I paid to them, the more I am satisfied 
with the results. Our engineer could give you an account of the 
working of those ovens which would astonish you. We have now 
two meters, which will be soon in full operation. The one at the 
ovens has been at work all the winter. We are not able to tell what 
has been done by the other. We want to enlarge a certain part of 
the works, which has been put out of action, but we have not time or 
means to doso; but the season is now coming round, during the 
summer, when we shall be able to decide what the ovens and retorts | 
are capable of doing; for hitherto we could not allow all our gas to} 
pass through the meter. } 

Mr. Mirey: What amount of shares to the directors and their| 
immediate connections hold ? | 

The Cuarnman: I hold about £20,000, and Mr. Sprague about 
£15,000. 





Mr. Miter: I understand the directors hold about £100,000 worth, || 

Mr. Spracve: The directors cannot have less than £60,000 worth, || 

Mr. Cox, having referred to the dispute between the Imperial | 
Company and the London Company about gas-stealing, said a report 
had gone abroad very prejudicial to the London Company. | 

The Cxarrman said that only one side of the question was given || 
in the statement referred to, and that that statement would be/| 
rebutted. 

A Proprietor said, it would be unjust towards the directors to | 
make a charge against them founded on an ex parte statement. | 

Mr. Cox said, the constant cry of the directors was, ‘‘ Money, 
Money !”’ so that the credit of the company stunk in thé nostrils of 
every one. 5 

Mr. Curist1£ said, with reference to the dispute between the Im- 
perial Company and the London Company, that plaintiffs’ counsel 
only examined one witness, and then the meeting broke up.’ They 
had not thought proper to call a second meeting to go on with the 
business, and therefore no answer was given to the evidence adduced, | 
The Imperial Company, however, took great pains to circulate the 
ex parte statement. 

The Cuatrman: This is a question before a court of law; and, 
depend upon it, that we are far more anxious to clear ourselves from 
the odium that examination throws upon us than any one else can be, 
and we will urge on the examination as far as we can. 

The report and statement of accounts were then agreed to. 

The Cuarrman: The next proposal before the meeting was that of 
Mr. Sykes. 

Mr. Syxes: It has been said to-day that the publication of the 
report would be prejudicial to the affairs of the company; but, as we 
publish it after the meeting, it must be equally so. A great deal of 
time would have been saved this morning, if we had known what the 
report contained before the meeting took place, but we did not. 

Mr. Sykes’s proposal was then reduced to the following form :— 
‘That the report lie at the office for a certain time before the 
meeting takes place, that time to be specified in the notice calling the 
meeting.” 

‘The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. PipGeon then moved that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the affairs of the company. 

The Cuarrman said they had had several committees on the affairs of 
the company, and no blame had ever been cast upon the directors, 
The board had been always anxious to have any gentleman of influ- 
ence, who knew much about gas matters, placed upon the board. 

Mr. Mitey said that it would be an insult to the board to sanction 
such a proposition, and proposed, ‘* That this meeting places entire 
confidence in the honesty, talent, and integrity of the direction, and 
will not interfere in any way with their duties.” (Cheers.) 

Mr. Dee LEY, one of the auditors, seconded the motion. j 

The CuarrMaN, in answer toa question, said the directors were not | 
satisfied with the state of the accounts. They had held one or two 
meetings on the subject, in order to ascertain why they were not satis- 
factory. The difference between this half-year and the similar one in 
1853 he accounted for in this way :—The mains and services required 
for the new district in Lambeth cost £600 or £800, which, although 
charged to this half-year’s account, did not strictly belong to them. 
There were also certain items in the account which called for strict 
inquiry, and the examination was now going on. The profits certainly 
ought to be larger, and he trusted they soon would be larger. 

Mr. Monter1orE thought so too. He heard a gentleman, who 
ought to be well acquainted with subjects of the kind, saying he did 
not know why the London Company should not make as much protit 
out of 1000 feet of gas as any other company. 

Mr. Spracvue: It is because we have not gasholder room enough. 
We can never make as much profit as others till we get gasholders. 

Mr. Brarr could not see why the company could not make as much 
profit as others, if they had gasholders enough. The company was 
now losing and sacrificing a dividend by not having gasholders. If the 
directors had the means of putting up a sufficiently large gasholderon | 
the ground they purchased, they would have a large profit. 4 

Mr. Prnceon: The same tale was told two years ago; therefore I | 
will not withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Spracue: Mr. Pidgeon seems to lose sight of the fact, that the 
circumatances which pressed on the company still continue ; and as | 
long as those circumstances continued, the same results must follow. || 
Mr. Pidgeon was not here last year when the board of direction ad- | 
vanced £4000 out of their own pockets for the benefit of the company. || 
In 1853 I advanced £1400, and last year I advanced £1300, If the i 
shareholders would do anything in proportion to the exertions made 
by the directors, the difficulties of the company would soon cease. It | 
is no reproach to the directors that they had no gasholder room, be- || 
cause until now they had no place to put the gasholder, which was |} 
the only means of increasing their storage. We involved ourselves } 
in the responsibility of paying £10,000 for the ground ; and now that 


we have the ground, we must have the money to erect a gasholder on i 
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it. If Mr. Pidgeon and his friends will come forward and do anything 
like what the board of directors are inclined to do now, that gasholder 
will be erected ; but I must be excused from feeling strongly when I 
‘| find gentlemen coming forward and reproaching the directors in such 
{1} . . A 

'terms as Mr. Pidgeon has used, when he and his friends have not 


1} 


| 
| 
} 


|| spent one sixpence in aiding the directors in their exertions for the | 


benefit of the company. (Hear, hear.) 
Another GenTLEeMAN referred to Mr. Croll’s proposition; but it was 
perfectly well known that Mr. Croll, no more than the company, 
‘could not carry on the concern with profit without the means. He 
| himself admitted the necessity of having storage for gas equal to 
three-fourths of the whole production. We are now making from 
' 16,000,000 to 18,000,000 a week, with a storage of 800,000. I was on 
the board for a considerable time before I could understand how this 
reat damage could result from this one cause. Gentlemen will bear 
| in mind that the manufacture of gas differs from all others, with few 
exceptions. It must be acontinuous process. The fires are lighted 24 
hours a day for seven days in the week. Now, bear in mind that the 
| gas préduced in 24 hours is consumed in a few hours of the evening ; 
consequently, if you have not the means of storing that which you are 
making, then you are obliged to have recourse to expedients. You 
must, in fact, set in action 100 retorts, in order to generate the gas 
|, during those few hours that will equal the demand. That demand 
having been supplied, it is necessary to throw out of action those 
| retorts, There is thus an unnecessary consumption of fuel, for the 
heat must be kept up all round them, so that when wanted again they 
' may be in a condition to generate the gas. ‘The fuel is thus unneces- 
|, sarily consumed. The whole of the men are being paid during that 
| time, although they are producing no profitable result. There is a 
| great outlay of capital during the time those retorts are standing idle ; 


and while the retorts are idle, they are subject to wear and tear; and, 
| being empty of coals, they are worn to a greater extent than if they 
| were making gas. (Hear, hear.) If the shareholders will give us a 
; gasholder that will contain about 1,000,000 cubic feet, I will at a very 
short notice guarantee the shareholders a dividend. 
Mr. Cox: I object to the ovens. 


authority on gas subjects—in the assertion that it was to the ovens they 


| owed all the success they had. Mr. Jones was also astonished at the 





with a strong prejudice against the ovens. Now, however, he ap- 
proved of them, There was a suspicion that there was some /ocus- 
pocus by which the retort gas was sent into the ovens, and they were} 
made appear to produce more than they really did. Mr. Michell |, 
was now removed from the scene of action, and if anything of the |; 
sort was in existence, there would be no difficulty in getting at it. 
Every exertion had been made to know if there had been any secret || 
communication between the ovens and the retorts, and the result was || 
a conviction that everything had been honestly done. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Cox was glad to find that such a change had taken place, but | | 
he believed the general feeling at first was, that the ovens were a great 
failure. He would appeal to Mr. Christie if that was not his owh 
opinion at one time, 

Mr, Curistiez said it was. 

_ Mr. Miuey said the shareholder should feel much indebted to Mr, 
Cox, Mr. Clowes, and Mr. Pidgeon, for calling attention to many 
subjects upon which it was important the shareholders should be en- 
lightened. He hoped the directors would be put in possession of the 
£5000 which they required, and that the meeting would agree to the 
motion of confidence in them. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Spracue: On Sunday they had had 680 retorts standing idle, 
as he had described. 

The vote of confidence was then agreed to. 

Mr, Daniel Sprague, Mr. Charles Craddock, and Mr. ’ 
were then unanimously re-elected as members of the board, and Mr. 
Richard Deeley as auditor. 

On the motion of Mr. Miixy, the thanks of the meeting were una- 
nimously accorded to the governor, deputy-governor, and board of 
direction. 

The Cuarrman briefly returned thanks on behalf of himself and 
colleagues, and proposed a vote of thanks to the auditors, which was 
agreed to. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





Autona.—Messrs. York and Co.,, the contractors tor the French 
Crystal Palace, and for many other extensive public works in France, 
have contracted for the erection of gas and water-works for the supply 
of Altona with those necessaries of civilised life, The pipes and other 
castings required, amounting in all to about 2500 tons, are in course 
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|| Mr, Spracux said he would be borne out by Mr. Christie—a great | 
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| results of those ovens, although he had come to the establishment 


of manufacture at one of the largest foundaries in Glasgow. 








| JOSEPH LAMB and CO, 

| WALLBOTTLE COLLIERY, 

| NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturers of FIRE CLAY RETORTS of all 
|, dimensions; FIRE BRICKS; and every other article 
| in Fire Clay. 

| Also owners of HOLYWELL MAIN GAS COAL. 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
‘class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MaTTHEW 
NESBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. 
works. a Et I 
TO GAS COMPANIES, GASFITTERS AND 
IRON MONGERS. 


HODGE and ROBERTS, 
Manufacturers of Plain, Cut, and Engraved 
JET-MOONS, GLOBES, LOTUSES, CHIMNEYS, 

| &c. &c., of every description. 

H. and R. have just completed a New BOOK of 
| PATTERNS, which will be forwarded by post only, 
‘free of charge, upon receipt of six postage-stamps. 

Manufacturers, also, of Gasfittings, Gaseliers, Brack- 
' ets, Hall and Jewellers’ Lanterns. 

Pattern Books, 10s. plain; 15s. coloured. 
Show+rooms and Office, 101, HATTON-GARDEN. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
| GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM, 
| Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
| Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
' vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 
W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
{having made and erected the largest in use at the 
| present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
| port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers ; also to the Paris Universal Ex- 
| hibition, Ciass 1V., Section I., No. 209. 








WALTER MABON, 
ENGINEER. 
| ARDWICK InonN WoRKS, FAIRFIELD-STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 


GASUOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 





heavy Wrought Iron Structures. ’ 
GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 


10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Singlelift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT apd CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
| tories, or Public Buildings. i 
| PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 


Advertisements. | 


HE Advertiser—Retort Setter to the | 


Equitable Gas Company, 1830, London, 1833, 


Commercial, 1845, Provincial up to 1855—begs to offer | 
his services to SET Clay or Iron Retorts, on the most | 


economic and durable principle, to be heated with Tar | 
ee ae rs op ep | Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 


alone or Coke. No objection to go abroad, or take a 
Manager’s place in a provincial Works, undertaking to 


| Set Clay or Iron Retorts on the above principle. 


“K\IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 


Address, A. B. C., Editor’s Office. — 
Sole Inventor of 11 and 13 Retorts in a Bed, heated 


| with one furnace, called Hutchison’s Patent Retort 


They are extensively used by metropolitan gas | 


Bed, in Mechanics’ Magazine, June 18, 1836. 


CONTRACT FOR BRICK TANK, 
HE Directors of the Dover Gas-light 
COMPANY are willing to receive TENDERs for 
excavating and building a BRICK GASHOLDER 
TANK, 81 feet 6 inches diameter, by 20 feet 3 inches 








| deep, in their new Station, St. James’s-street, Dover. 


IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. | 


solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other | 


and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from | 


Plans and Specifications may be seen at my office, 
where Tenders are to be left, on or before Saturday, 
May 13, 1855. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest, or any Tender. 

Tue site may be inspected by an order from 

RK. H. Jones, Secretary. 

32, Castle-street, Dover, May, 1855. 


ANDERSON'’S 
DOUBLE-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER 


is the most simple and effective machine of the kind 
made. It gives no appreciable oscillation or slip; works 
with extremely little friction; and requires no internal 
lubrication. 

These Exhausters are in operation both in London 
and the Provinces, pumping trom 10,000 to 70,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. They occupy very little space, and 
may be set either perpendicular or horizontal. 


| rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 





Particulars of price, &c., may be had on application | 


to Mr. ANDERSON, at the Gas Works, Rotherhithe 
LONDON. 


DOVER GAS WORKS’ EXTENSION. 
HE Directors of the Dover Gas 


COMPANY are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the Work required to be done at their new Station, 
St. James’s-street, Dover, under the following Con- 
tracts :— 

CONTRACT No. 2.—GASHOLDER. 
For a Gasholder 80 feet diameter by 20 feet deep. 
Plans and Specification to be seen at the office of 
Messrs, STEVENS and Son, Gas Engineers, Darlington 
Works, Southwark-bridge-road, LONDON. 





CONTRACT No 3.—For CASTINGS, &e. 

For the Castings, Wrought-iron Girders, Bolts, &c., 
for 12 Columns; Guide-plates, Guide-rollers, 9-in. 
Inlet and !2-in. Outlet, Syphons, &c. 

Plans and Specification to be seen at the office of 

Messrs, STEVENS and Son, Gas Engineers, Darlington 

Works, Southwark, 


Tenders for the above are to be sent on or before 
May 19, to the Secretary, R. H. Jones, Esq., Gas- 
office, 32, Castle-street, Dover, endorsed respectively, 
“Tender No. 2, for Gasholder,” and “ Tender No. 3, 
for Castings, &c.” 

The Directors do not in either case bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any Tender. 


Thorp and SUMMERFIELD, 


JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 


Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 


correctness, durability, and economy. 
N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 


H JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 
@ No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 
begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 
to his latest improvements in the WET METER, by 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 
can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meterwith- 
out registering. 





iW KELLY, Cast Iron Wharf, 31, 
he Baukside, London. — Retorts of superior 
quality, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, 
Syphons, and every description of Castings for Gas 
and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, Purifiers, Con- 
a &c., erected complete, or the materials sup- 
plied. 
_Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved prin- 
ciple, Patent Gas Tubing and Connections, 
A stock of the above articles kept. 
The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. are cast 
vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of 
hickness throughout. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
IRON MONGERS, 


Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, ispheres, and Chi ys of every 
description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandeliers of 
the most modern patterns. 

Park Gass Works, BIRMINGHAM. 

















RETORT AND BOILER SETTING. _ 


| 
FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., | 
| 


No. 11, WELLINGTON-sTREET, OLD FORD-ROAD. 
thirty years RETORK lt SETTER to some of the lead ng || 
London and Provincial Gas Companies, to whom he can | | 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical | 
mode of Setting Clay or Lron Retorts, &c. 

¥. 8. will engage to provide all materials and labour 
or labour only. 








PATENT SANITARY GAS SHADES. 


These Shades, manufactured exclusively by RICE 
HARRIS, and SON, on an entirely new principle, || 
effectually destroy the effiuvia and smoke, and diminish 
the heat, which have hitherto made the use of gas so | 
objectionable in dwelling-houses and offices, where | 
cleanliness, freedom from smell, and a cool atmosphere, 
are of importance. They are simple and inexpensive, 
and may be had at the Works, in a variety of forms | 
adapted to the style of fittings or the taste of the pur- | 
chaser. | 
ISLINGTON GLASS AND ALKALI Works, | 

BIRMINGHAM; | 
and 1, Turte KING-court, LoMBARD-sTREET, 
LONDON 





May 27, 1854. 
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Share List. 


(Directors and Managers of Gas Works are earnestly requested to enable us to rectify the errors and fill up any omissions in the following List.) 
The Ci Companies whose names are e printed i in italic type are sncorporated by Act of Parliament { 
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of Shares 
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Amount 
per Share 
Amount 
paid up 
per Share 
Dividend 
per Cent, 
per Ann. 
Number 
of Shares 
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Amount 
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} per Abn. 
Price, 
Number 
of shares 
issuea, 
Amount 
per — 
Amount 
paid up 
per Share 
Dividend 
per Cent. 
per Ann, 


Company. Company. Ccmpany. 


ENGLAND. . 
Aberdare . 5| Canterbury, 2d iss. 
Abergele . Cardiff .. 
pa ae , Carmarthe 
Abingdon ad | Carshalton 
Accrington . °¢ Castle Cary ... 
Albrighton ......... | Castleford 
Alcester....... es | Castletown (Man) 
Alford .... Chapel on the Frith Hadleigh 
Alfreton... vopre MENG wrnccptsccnsestors Hailsham .... 
Alnwick . .. Chatteris. 2 Hales Owen. 
Alston Moor. 5 Cheadle... Halesworth . 

i Chelmsford. 5| Halifax 

Cheltenham£ 18, 132 Halstead 

Chepstow Hampton Court . 

Chesham, Bucks.. Harrogate... 

Chester... a Hartlepool £15,137) 

5 Appleby.. . Chester-ie-Street... Harwich | jj 2 
jArundel | Chesterfield £13,123 /Haslingden, Lansh| | 4 

_|Ashbourn, Derby . | | 5) Chichester 2° Hastings and St. L.|5 | | 7 
5) Ashburton.. 5 my ne 
|Ashby-de-la-Zouci: | Chipping Norton.. 

Ashford, Kent | | 0|Chipping Ougar . 

CROPISY....006-cere000e j 31 

Chowbent (Lanc.) 1) Hebden Bridge 

Christchurch ... .. Helstone 

Cirencester .......... 10, Hemel Hempstead}! 

Clare (Suffolk) r 10, Henley-on-Thams. 

Cleckheaton, York, Hereford = £5300 

Clitheroe .........cc0 10| Herne Bay 

|Cockermouth........ 10,;Hexham ... 

Colchester os 25 Heywood 

Collumpton d 5 High Wycombe ... 

Colne, Lancashire | Highworth ( Wilts) 

Coleford, Gloucest. 10 | Hinckley 

Coggeshall, § tHindley, Lancash. 

Congleton .....+...0++)% 20,Hitchen’ P 
Conway a 10 Hythe & Sandgate 
Cowbridge — “a Hoddesden ... e | : 
Corsham  ........... | Holbeach i} J 

25 Coventry. “ly |Holmfirth £8880 | 

Holyhead . 

Crowland luo well ( see ‘Brit. | 

30| Bedford Crowle (Lincoln.) . 5} 25)Homiton **[ Prov.)/: 

10) Bedworth Croydon .., £20,000) —- 1 
Belford . ; Cranbrook... £1900 500 Horncastle ... 
Bedale, Yo Crayford & Bexley 24| Horsforth .. 

Sil i 5 2 20| Horsham 
Beminster............ | Crewe, Cheshire ... }0)Houghton-le 10 0 

5| Berkhempstea 6 0 Dalton ..... elnabinses [Howden [B. Prov.)| 1 

10 Berwick- on-Tweed . Darlaston.. | Hull,Sculcoats ( (see} 
|Bewdley.... seared Darlington§ Water Hull, £11,712, 10s.' 

10\Bideford ... J 50 Dartford 10 ‘Hungerford 
Biggleswade ‘ 2 Daventry | Hudderstield 

10 Bicester neal ‘ Dawley, Salop .. |Uyde (Cheshire) .. 
| Bilston ¥ 5 Dawlish Idle and Eecleshii| 
Billericay ... el Deal 6} [lkeston.... 
Bingham ... vin Oeddington .. [liainster . 

Bing gqley £7400) Delph (Yorkshire) 
| Birkenhead £70,000! 35 3 35 to 37] Denbigh . 
50| Birm. § Staffordsh |50 95 to 96 3 Deptford ‘ 

25| Ditto, new shares.. 15 to 16 J 

75) Birmingham 5 156 to 1 Dereham (East)... 
| do. 1-10 shares| 15 to 16 Dewsbury ei 
|Bishop’s Auckland Devizes... 

25| Bishop's Stortford |25 24 08 

|S 25 00 Dolgelly 
5| Dorchester. 
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10 Andover.. 
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30) Ashton- under- Lyne 
|Atherstone 
|Axminster.. 

20) Aylesbury P 
Aylsham, Norfolk. 
Bacup, Lancashire.) 
|Bakewell...... a, 

10 Baldock * 

10, Banbury . 
|Bangor. 

5\Barking, Essex... 

10| Barnard Castle .. 
|Barnsley £6000) 
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lronbridge . 
joe Lpswich .. BAe 

” new “shares, 7 
8 126 9 | tale of Thanet 
”| Kendal £9100 

700 10 Kenilworth 
5 Keswick 
30 00 25 Ketterin : 
25 00 | Kiddermins.£ 100U0| 
| Kimbolton... 
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Bodmin . eed P 5|Douglas, Isle of 30 00) ens 
|Bognor ... ee 9 71 to 72 | King’s Langley 
164 Bolton eee Downham | Kingston-on-7 hana 
Driffield id | | Kington, Hereford 
"|noFoughbridge... Droitwich .. Kirkby Lonsdale.. 
50 Boston . Dudley 28 to 30 |Kirkham, Lane. .. 
10|Bourn.. el 5 0 Droylsden... weld | 
10 Brackley . Dukinfield a | Knutsford.. o 130 
Bradford, Wilts. . = Dunmow ... eS | Lancaster ............ } ones 
25) Bradford, , ve | ; Dunstable... | Llanelly...... £3000 6 
5,000, 25 Durham |Liandovery......... H 9 
Bramptn, cumbing, Dursley, Gloster | Leamington. Priors 
Brandon, Suffolk... Eastbourne 10 Leatherhead 
Brecon East Grinstead .. |Ledbury . 
Bridge-end, Glam.! Egremont, Cumbld | |Leeds Old Comp. | 
Brierly Hi. 5 Elland | | 25} old stk., £60,300 '2 
Ellesmere : | 25) new ,, £23,775% 


Emsworth i 2y| Leeds New £60,000: 
0 Enfield : | 10\ Leicester 
Bri ighton and Hove’ Epsom and Ewell | Leigh (Lancashire) 
1¢ 8 new shares Eton (Cannel Gas) | 5| 20|Leighton Buzzard | 
179800 Stk. | Bri Oni 17 : Evesham | 10 
154) 8 5t 5| Exeter al } 2 
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Leyburn, Yor! 
Exmouth ... Liskeard 


750 wis f Eye, Suffolk ......... 330| 25] Lewes 


»» new share | » fairford i: 
800 o " Fairford : Leyland, Lancash. 


Brentwood Fakenham... te € 
Falmouth ... ae Littlehampton 


Lichfield 
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200! Bridgwater ........ 
400 a oa : Fareham .., 
Bridport... == Farnham ... 
Brigg. 7 Farringdon ... 
Broadstairs Faversham 
Bromsgrove Ferry Hili( Durhm.) 
Bromley (Kent) ... 5 Filey Anglo-Romano... 
Broughton ..... — |Fleetwood = British Provincial|2 
Bruton % 400 8 00 10 Folkestone » Prov., new 
Brynmawr . ‘a | 10 =~, «new shares 5 Commercial ........ 25 
*| Buckingham........|2¢ 00 28 oC |Fowey .... a 25 », newshares | 2 1 
2' Burnley..... mit 00 Fordingbri agar 
|Burslem& Tunstall ) 5 )Framlingham » new shares| 
|Burton-on-Trent... \Frome 30\City of London ase 

| Bury, Lane. £6570 |\Gillingham, Dorset * 

Bury St, Edmund's |Glastonbury 

10 Buxton 10 Glossop... £10,000 g 0 European— 

Callington 25| Gloucester y 0 } (Amiens, Boulogne, 

Calne, Wilts... > f\Gomersal . = Caen, Havre,| 5 

Camborne | |Godalming Nantes,& Rouen)20 9 0/5 

50 Cambridge £34,560 7 10 Gorleston & South- 5, ut.Cntl.Consumers' 10 0 0 

240| 50 Canterbury ........ Ww i 5 \Gosport...... [down | 0 deb. £66,000 
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Lutterworth.. 
20 Lyme Regis... 
25 Lymington .. 
10) ae ne ON 


50, Maidstone 

40 Maldon .. 
\Marlboroug | 
|Malton (New)... pesouce 
Manningtree ...... | 
Mansfield £5000) 

10 Mansfield Wood- i0 00, 
|March ...... {house| 
'Margate(see 1. of T.| | 
{Market Deeping .. 
Market Drayton .. 





Melton Mowbray . 
|Merthyr Tydvil ... 
IUD ccccoccnescnseness ‘10 00 
(Middleton £9039, 

{MidsummerNorton| 





Mottram .. 
16 Morpeth 
= 








Newport, S: 
|New Romney . 
{Newton Abbot... 4 
|Newton, Lane....... 
Newtown(Mntgom. + 
|Northallerton ....../ 

10}{North Walsham ...10 10 0 

20| Northampton ...... 18 00 

|Northwich (400001)! 

|Norwieh (see B. P.! 


Nuneato 








=p 
10;Odiham, Hants.... fo 00 





undle 
150lOnford Le 
Over Darwen £8000) 

Padiham 
| Padstow 
Pately Bridge, a 
Peeltown (Man)... 
Pembroke 



















Llangollen .........+ 
5 Ludiow Union.. 
















25 Market Harboro’ ‘los 00 
Market Raisin...... 
Market Weighton 
10 Marlow ..... iovenegecd 10 00) 
10 Maryport ..... [lO 00 
5 Matlock Baths.....| 5 00 
Melksham...... cocoed 









|Mide iesboro’ ...... | 
5 Mildenhall .. 15 00 
10 Mitcham .. -10 00 
5'Mold (and Water) | '5 00 
10 Monmouth ........ ./10 00 
(Monk Wearmouth | 
10, Moreton in Marsh |10 0 0 


|Morley i Leeds) 


Mossley.....c.cce-eees 





ath 
10; koe “Market..110 0 0 
|Newark...... £5000; 
20\Newbury...{Union 20 0 0) 
5 Neweastle&Gatshd 5 00 
|Do. un. Lyne£6200 
5|Newmarket ......... ls 00 
5] Newent .........0s00e 15 00 


Newhaven(Sussex), 
New Mills £2115 
Newport,M. £11720 
Newport, [sleof W.'38 00 


Newport salop 





| Nottingham ......... 50 00 
New shares ...... 





n. 
JOakenGates(Salop), 
i peecacbenseed 00 


10 Ormskirk +7100} 5 
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124; do. Half Shares 12 
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Penrith........-......15 0 6 


5 Taunton... 
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| Royston 
| Rugby 





18 
| Runcorn... £11 000 
}Ruthin ..........6... ! 







|Romsey . 
Saddlewo: 


20\Satfron W alden ...:20 


\St. re 
St. Austel,, 
St. Asaph . 
St. Colomb_ 
St. Helen’s £7500 
St.Helier’s( Jersey) 
St. Ives, Hunting. 
St. Ives, Cornwall | 











10/St. Neot’s .... 








|St.Peter’sP? 


|Sea arborough. 


|Sett! ican 


Shelton, Pott./s.B.P| 
Shepton Mallet aa 


5|Sherborne............ | 5 
5\Shields (Tynemth. 5 


Shields (South) ...| 
Shiffnal, Salop ......! 





S| Shipley nate aan 15 


Shipston-on-Stour |10 
|Shoreham .......... 
{ “one naa 10, 600 


Sleaford. 


Snaith 
Soham.... 
Southam... 

Southend, Essex 
Southwold [Bagel 5 
South Essex (Lea) 

South Molton ...... 
Southampron 
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0/Southwell aE 


Sowerby, Yorksh. | 
Spennymoor( Dur.)) 
Spittal (Berwick- i 


5|Spilsby [on T wag 5 


Staindrop ............ 
Stretford . wl 
cay a, 
Staffor' £10, 600, 
Staines and Egham| 
Staley Bdg.£15,000 





5O|Stamford .....0...0. ‘50 


Stockton-on-Tees | 9 


10/Stoke-upon-T'rent |10 


» new shares! 8 


0 
Stone, Stafford...... | 


Stoney Stratford ... 
Stourbridge ......... | 
Stowmarket... oil 


0|Stratford-ou-Avon /20 





Sudbury... " 
Sunderiand, ‘old. 





5 
Sutton Coldfield ..,/10 
Sutton (Surrey)..... 
Sutton-in-Ashfield |10 
Sutton Southcoates 
& Dry po om /20 
Swindon.. mee 

Sydenham.. “ho 
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10| Winslow \10 
10| Wimborne Minster 
10! Wimbledon ......... 
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20 Ardrossan 
20 Arbroath .. 





10' Banff 





£ Sites © » £) ee) Eltes wf & tes 
s Name ess|Sse| . [$s~/23 Name BSS|555 - 2s Name ES3/556 
. : ese lees| £ [e@elie S ese leue| £ He of ase tee 
E- = 5. Sle . Sele s : or 
ZB] Company. (ESSiSkE] & fessies) Comper, (Se8/hke) = <} Company, § | Sak Ake 
£ |Impl. Continental | £ s.d|£ 6.d [Penryn eves .{£s.d/£8.d) £ 8. £ |Tadcaster .. |£ 8.4) £ ad 
50} —First capital |Penzance . ol Tamworth.. 
(Amsterdam, 200; 10, Petworth .............10 00) 9100) 14 Tavistock... 
Berlin, Ghent 32. 5 Petersfield | 5 00/4 00) 5 5) Tenbury.. 
Hanover, Lille, | Pickering ... cos Cenby..... 
Rotterdam)...... 42 06 3000} 10) Plymouth ..........«10 00) 8 00 10/ Tenterden. 
Second capital— Pocklington . “4 Tetbury, Gloster... 
(AixlaChapelle, Pontefract..........+. Tewkesbury ....... 
Antwerp, Bor- Pontypridd ......-..) 4 00 10} Thame ..... 
deaux, Brussels, 10) Poole .......... al 5 00 10/ Thetford . 
Cologne, Frank- |Port Mado-.......... Thirsk ...... 
fort-on- Maine, 50 Portsea Island ““I53 5 00 Thornbury. 
Haarlem, Mar- | Potton (Beds) . | Thorne... 
seilles, Toulouse} 10 Prescott.... 4134 10/Tiverton .... 
Vienna) .......40) 41 0010 70 20) Preston .... 0 00 5| Todmorden 
Third capital 13100|9 40 Pudsey 2,0) 5 00 24! Topsham . - 
50\ Imperial seereeeeeeee( D0 0010 OF | lle en | POrQUaY....000.0. 0000+ 
50) (new)....../ 5 0010 00 ‘Quordon & Montsrl| Torrington, “Devon 
40) | madpendent 40 00,6 00 |Kadcliff and Pil-| OS PR 
50| London. .........000+0- |50 00 | ington £9000| lotnes Consumers 
» (red) n 00 |Ramsay, 1. of Man| 5) Tottenham 3 
» (biue).. 50 003 60 | Ramsgate(seel.of I | fowcester i 
eas (preference) 25 006 00 10 Reading ‘ 00 Town- Malling. 
1) |Oriental (Caleutta), 100 20 Reading Union 00 16) Tring......... 
IPRA .cceserveseeses 49 00 4 002 Redditch Trowbridge 
100) Ratcliff ........ 005 00 |Redruth..,. 50|Truro ...[ Brit. P. of 
25\South Metrop. ......|25 00) 6 00 | Reigate .... Tunbridge., 
10) Surrey Consumers'\10 00| 8 00 | Retford { East) Tunbridge Wells... 
50 UnitedGenl.(Cork, | |Rhyl . seapeete Tuxford .......000.+. 
{ Dublin, Limerick)\50 00° 2 00 {Richmond (Surrey) Tyldesley, 
20: Western Ashares |20 00) 2 00 5|Rickmansworth ...) 5 5 00 Ulverston ... [shi 
% . 00/2 00 10/ Ringwood ...,........ 110 10 00 Uppingham 
|Littleborough aE } 5| Upton-on-Severn 
Lostwithiel ......... | Roches. § Chatham! SEO innciverseoctioveensee | 
ae. Rochford [ £20,00u Uttoxeter 
RRS ea 00 Rockinghaim.........| Uxbridge .. 
10 Lomcchajita Water) Romford » S&Hill 
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10) Wallingford ., 
10| Wandsworth... 


10} Wantage.. 


10| Wareham 
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Wetherby 
Whitby ... 
Whitehav 





Willenhall 
Wilton ... 


|Wincanton, 


50, Winchester 
las 24 Windsor., 


|Witham. . 
| Witney 


24| Woodstock 
| Wooler ... 
Wotton-u 


| Workington 


| Worksop& Radford) 
10 Wirksworth I 


| Worthing... 
|Wrexham .. 


10 Woolwich Equitbi. 
Woolwich Consms, 
| Woolwich (North) 
iW ymondham. é 

20 Yarmouth... 


| Yeadon,near 


5 Aberdeen 


|Annan .., 
1 Anstruther.. 


5) Auchterarder. 


2! Auchtermuchty , His 
BAPE, COR q.ccccccoccecee i 
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2 Ditto, new. 
| Barrhead 


Bathgate.. 
Beith eooseee 


A Bibeowsi 


6 Borrowstowness ... 


5, Brechin ...... 
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= ~ v ; a” ~ ® 3.3 a = ? 
oe jo &! 2ise: eo jos Silas ss hd Po | 
333/58) Name 33 ees P 525/55 Name ges| ces | . a Name ges S648 
BONE] cow! eo@/ECs| 2 [be5/22 o sue lee! § feazis2 of sum |FOS| § 
= a ed it - = = = |= ww = = “ 
zsgiek) Company. (SRSISEE! = 238/42) Company. (222/522) 2 fecsiek) Compr (228/628) F | 
aches + SS — — -——|—- - —-—}|——_— _ —- —— -|——-—__ || 
le | £s8.d/£3.d) £8.d 2} £s.ai£s.d £ 5.4 | £ £ s.dj£ 8. dj £ s.d/| 
| .'Campbelton ......... Soe | 7330, 2)Stirling............... 2 00/8 00 8 60 
\Carluke (Lanark)..} |Kelso ......... ; 110 00 2500| !/Stonehaven .... 1 00:6 5 9 1 60 | 
| \Clackmannan ...... Kilmarnock | | | Stonhouse, Lanrks. | 
1333, $8 Coatbridge ...,...... 3 00/10 00) 4 60} 339) 5 Kincardine 15 002100 4 56f 600) 24)Stornoway............ 2100 | 2150]] 
| Coldstream ... {Kinghorn .. ‘ } 420! 5|Stramraer ............ 5 00/7100) 5 to 54 |) 
Collinsburgh . |Kineskettle, Fife.. 604, 2|Strathaven, near} 2 00/8 90) 215 9|! 
| \Comrie ..... 7 | Kinross { 643) 24)Thurso...(Hamltn} 2 10 0} 4 00) 2 109); 
2744, =s:1/Crieff......... +1 00 1 00 120 5) Kirkaldy _—— 5 0010 00 8 106 Tillicoultry,n.Alloa | | 
| |Crail, Fife e 320} 5|Kirkeudbright 5 005 00 5 OF 800 1)Tranent.. -|1 00/5 00) 1 00)! 
690, 1,Cullen J1 60/5 00 15 OF = Love 3) Kirkintulloch,near} 3 005 00) 3 00 Troon.. } 
| _|Cumbernaul fe 227| -5| Kirkwall. .[Glasg. 5 005 00! 4109 a. ae | 
200) Gosmacek siti "}6 0015 00) 6 00] 51s] 5/Kirriemunr ......... 5 00 6 00 Wigton...... 
600; _5/Cupar Angus 5 00/7 OO] 7 30 (oS eae \* 2051; 1)/Wemyssand Buck-| 100/6 00) 1 29)) 
250! 10) \Cupar Fife ... {10 00/7100) 15 00 Largo, near Leven | 
[Dalkeith ......0..... 230] 5 Largs... 5 007100! 7to s IRELAND. 
750; 2|Denny..... : \Lasswade, n. Edin. BOER 60.005 vstseencesee 
Dingwall TTT SIND  coccicescsccses 5005 00, 5 00; 300) lo/Armagh., 20 00) 
Dornoch Leith . ; | | |Ballinasloe ij 
500} 1|Dougias...... 1 00/6 00 1 10] 1879} }/Leslie, Fife.........J1 007100; 1 80 | Bangor (co. Down) {| 
Duffrown ... 614 al : }1 00 6 00! 1 OO 700) g0/Belfast ............... 80 00] 7100) 80 09! 
Dumbarton. 1500) 1005 00) 1 20 51] 5)Ballymena.. -|5 OO|lo 00 Hi 
400) 70) Dumfries . 70 0615 00) 70 OO} WO {10 00 7100! 15 00 Ballymoney ......... 
Dunbar.. sad 150} 5, Ballynahinch” 5 00 5 00 
560 Dunblane............. 2100|/4 00) 2190 ae Dundee |Castlebaney 
234 | Dundee, rola 239 687/23 15 0] 8 80) 30 tc Of 240] 5 Lochgilphead ...... 5 007100! 5 50 \Carrickfergus | 
8000) 5! Dundee, new......... 5 00/4 60) 4150 Lochwinnock, near 1100| 5/Carlow ..... 15 00 4100 
860) 10)Dunfermline 10 00} 7100) 15 0 Of 1200} 1 Markinch.[Paisley| 1 i} 7100; 1 50f 400} 5/Cavan...... ssbbeonbsstd 5 00 5 00 
‘Dunkeld... ‘ ¥82| 3 Mauchline [Dumf.| 3 500 3 00 |Cork (see Un. Gen.) 
1000} + 2|Dunoon., 4/2 00 200 Maxwell-town, n. | | [Cookstown ..........» | 
|Dunse... 4 423} 5 Maybole,Ayrshire}5 00 4100) 5 OO} 1300) 5 Clonmel Consumrs} 5 00/5 00) 5 0 0 
259} 5 |Dysart......-..0..-... 5 00/7100) 6 00 Maryhill, n. Glasg. | | |Drogheda ............ 
6000) 25 Edinburgh Gas Co. 25 00/10 00 —_~ 57] +373] 2 Melrose ............ 2007100 2 06 0119,000) 10 Dubiin Consumers | 6 00|7 00) 8100! 
5480} 25) ,, and Leith Co.'25 0010 00) 53 00} 718} 2 Mid & East Calder| 2 0 0} 2 00 Dublin Hibernian 
Ms scisisantocapierse | 200| 5 Moffat 5 5 00} 160) 25 Dundalk [(seeU.G.\25 00/5 00) 25 05 
455) 114/Elgin.......... 11 100}6 00 11100] 400) 20 Montrose 35 0 0} 200) 10 Dungannon ... 7100} 1220) 
|F alkirk, old... Musselburgh | 71 5 Downpatrick 4098 00! 
sag AO zc 618] U Nalem .........520000800 1 00 |Enniskillen..., | 
Falkland ............ Neilston, n. Glasg. | | Enniscorthy . 
|Ferry Port on Craig 1056 1 Newmills, near | 210} 25 Galway ...... 125 0 0)10 0} 37100! 
600! 1)Fochabers............ 1 00 1 00 | Kilmarnock ...... 1005 00 1 00 Keady... 
1440} 5/Forfar..................| 5 00/7100) 7190 | Newburgh, Fife | 4¢0| 10 Kilkenny 10 068 OO} Il 50 
Fort William.. | Newton-on-Ayre ; Killarney me 
2000) 16s./Fraserburgh... 160} 5 00 16 0] 107 14) NewtonStewart |14100'5 00 14100 LENG ........0000ee00ee | 
500} 5/Galashiels... 0010 00} 9100 | NorthBerwick,NB | i Limerick(seeU,G. }) | 
Garlieston. North Queensferry | 1725} 5 Limerick Consuin.| 5 0 0 ; 
Gatehouse n. 245} 5 Oban ...... i vi: 5 00,;7100 5 090 Lismore .... .... . | 
909} 2)/Girvan .... . 00} 2100] 194 5 Peebles .. 15 005 00 5 OOF 600) 15 Londonderry 15 00} 6134) 21 00 
6000) 25|Glasgow.........-++++- 00 54 00] 800) = Perth......... (25 00/4160 22100 Louth. t | 
15000} 10 ee 00] 19100 » new.. 15 0 0| 2100 4 26) 500) 7 Lisburn. .|7 00/7100) 8 50) 
Grangemouth. ..... | | Poterhead . od 520} 10 Lurgan . -|6 066 00; 6 00) 
Grahamston ... ..... Pittenweem ......... | Mallow . es | H 
8] - sa ag i .} 8 10 0) 7 100) 1210 0} 2416) 1 Pollokshaws,nGisg/ 1 0 017100 150 Monaghan. a | 
1600} 5|Hamilton . “15 00110 00! 8 30 Port Glasgow ...... | Nenagh ......... ood | 
440) 5) Hawick . 4 DO 0|7100) 7100 Portobello, n.Edin. | 418) 5 Newtownards ..... 15 00/6 00) 6150) 
300, 5|Helensburgh........; 5 00 7100| 7100] 209 5 Prestonpans......... 5 00/6 00 5 00 Newtownlimavady | 
a 1312 1/Huntly .. 1 00| 7100) 1 1 Of 1500; 13 Rutherglen,nGlasg} 1 68/5 00 1 68} 75), 20 Newry ..... 20 00/5 00 20 00 
i 250) 5 Inverar, 5 0010 00| 6126 |Renfrew, n. Paisley 425, 5/Omagh .... {5 0010 OU} 6 00 
425, 1 |Inverkeithi 1005 0 0 1 00 |Saltcoats .. iad 125' 20 Portadown . 00;5 00) 20 00) 
1200 10 nvern. GasSiVater 10 00|7 00 14 00) 951 1/Sanquhar .. J|1 00:5 00 1 00 Portaferry. } } 
2100/ 5) ,,newshares | 1 50/7 00) 2 00 _ eee } 600} 10/Sligo ....... {10 00) 2100) 7 00 
310} {O0/Irvine  .........000+6 10 00)10 00) 15 00 South Queensferry | Tralee... | | 
| Jedburgh oo... 448} 12/St. Andrew’s......... 12006 00 14 00 | Waterford 
Johnstone(Paisley)| 200 yee PUNE cvccinvsiees 800500 8 00 | H 
The Gas Works in the undermentioned towns belong to private individuals :— 
Abergavenny. Chester(Roodee), Fermoy. Huntingdon. Oswestry. Sheerness. Ware. (2 works) 
Barnet. Chertsey. Gainsborough. Kelsedon Parsonstown. Sidmouth. Wem. | 
Blaydon, n. Newcastle, Crewkerne. Goole. Leiston (Suffolk). Peterborough. Sittingbourne. Wexford. 
Bridgenorth. Dartmouth. Harleston. Lynn. Pontypool. Spalding. Weymouth, 
Brompton & Gillingham Eltham. Hertford. New Ross. Rye. Tipperary. Whitchurch (Salop). 
Bungay. Ely. Holt. North fleet. Sandwich. Waltham Abbey, Wisbeach. ' 
Carnarvon. Farsley. Hunmanby. Newport I. W.(new). Seaham Harbour. } 
The Gas Works belong to the Corporations, or to Commissioners acting under special acts of Parliament, in the following towns:— | 
Athlone Coleraine. Keighly. Manchester. Richmond (Yorkshire). Southport Trim (Meath). j 
Beverley. Doncaster. Kells (Meath) Milton (Kent). Rochdale, Stock port Walsall. | 
Blackpool, Great Malvern. Knaresborough. Oldham. Rothesay. Strabane. Wells (Norfoik). | 
Carlisle. Greenock. Leek. Paisley. Salford. Teignmouth. Youghall. | 
Cashel. Haverfordwest. ta ae. ) 
' 
Price Current, 
1 — i ge sie as ee a eee a 
CASTINGS, per Ton. ° i COALS. | 
verage Weig - NEWCASTLE, | SCOTCH CANNEL. | 
nn ws cle, de feigh ht of Cast en Gee Pipes, ae ; Yard. —m Unscreened, s. d. Boghead ......... at Leith 28 0 , | 
Igin, 2in. 2hin. 3i in. din, Sin, Gin. Tin. Sin. Yin. lin. l2in. Whitwell Primrose ...... 7 +6 perton, eS best 23 0 ” | 
—— . - er . ——— ———j Pelton .... Ygo » Capeldrae, first quality 20 0 , | 
16 21 28 «633)—CtCOSL 70 89 107 126 149 177 208 Ibs. Medomsley | Ditto, second quality 12 S « i 
: Pl PelaW ..ccoccees . &§ 8 os Lesmahago at Glasgow 25 0 ” | 
Retail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent, | N | fa PH | ne alae rH } . , 
Leta | - ew- les. |2 22 = | Eighton Moor. eee 22 0 a : 
Maben. London, rT OW! castle Wales ise 25 New Peltor : | Wemyss . (ati the © pits) 16 0 2 | 
ic Rea | y \*Q im | Peareth....... S¢ « | Bridgeness .. 0 | 
\£ 8. dj/£ 8.d.)£ 8.d.|£ s.d.|£ 5. d.} South Pelaw............ Kinneil ....... a 
ES See ee 315 03 2 63 5 0310 6 4 5 Of Washington Hutton | Knightswood. 0 » | i 
14 and 2 inches Socket Pipes. 75 0:61¢ O}F 0 O|7 5 01615 Of South Peareth......... | Lochgelly .... 6 } } 
2gand3 do, do. 7006 5 0615 G7 0 67 O Of Ramsay’s Cannel 0 oo Lumphinan - 4 | he 
4 and5 do. do. 615 0'6 0 01610 0/615 0| 615 0 | Cowen’s Cannel... cw Methill.......... 0 ww | | 
6 Pe and upwards do. 610 0515 0}6 5 0}6 7 0610 0 Ii ° || 
Retorts, 2nd fusion, hot blast . | 6 5 0'510 06 2 666 7 G6 7 6 FIRE GOODS, LEA | \| 
2nd fusion, cold blast | 6 10 0}... 6 12 6! 617 6\617 6] Best Bricks, 60s. per 1000, at Newcastle. Soft pig, £23 to 3 24 per ton. | i 
Tank Plates, & thick and above ...... 1700515 O06 7 6| 6 12 6| 612 64 Do. Clay, 14s. per ton do. i 
i | 
WROUGHT IRON TUBING, subject to 35 per cent. Discount. A 4 
, Coastwise— New castle. le. | Foreign. i] 
° | 2inches.| 14 inch. | 13 inch. | 1 ineh. Zinch. | $inch. | Chatham& Roches. 7s.9d) Bonlogne..........+ 8s, 6d | 1D 
| Cork ... i2 0 | Barcelona . 34 0] >, 
. o & .& 1 = 2 s. d, sa | s. @ | Rover .. . 8 6 | Bordeaux 20 0 £ 
Patent welded tubes,from 2tol2feet,perfoot | 1 8 :. 3 | 0 lo . s 0 5 | O 4% j Dublin . ~R Oi tele... 16 0 ‘ 
ne Ee » Gin. tol8in.,each | 3 0 2 0 1 9 = oS 0 9 Exeter Quay co BBO | DMRS ccce:sesesee - § 5 
Connecting pieces, or long screWS ........00.064. 3 6 2 3 | 2 0 1 6 oe. 0 ll Folkestone ..... .. 8 6 | Constantinople ...... 43 0 | i 
Bends, springs, and elbows, wrought iron 3 69 . 2.3 3 > . = 0 10 0 8 Hastings..... . 10 6 | Dieppe........... siedie 10 0 | - 
DOSS, WEOUBRS OF GEBE ccccccccsccecenseseceses 4 0 2 6 | 2 0 1 6 ae | 0 10 Jersey ..... « 10 0} Genoa ..... . 37 0 | R 
Crosses, wrought or cast | 4 6 os. f @ 2 0 | 1 2 aN Saas 8 0 | Hamburg 10 3 | | 
BOC COGS). vasevssccpvainnnss ia. 9 6 : = 4 6 3 3 3 6 Lowestoft &Yarmth 5 6)| Havanna.. .. 29 0 
Ditto, with brass plug 23 0/ 16 «0; 13 0 a ae oe ee ae ae Oe enenit 8 0} Havre ..... . 10 6 | 0 
Diminishing sockets, caps, plugs, and nipples ) Beod 0 9 0 8 0 6 0 5 0 4 Margate ..... 9 0| Leghorn 37 0 \ 
SEIT UNIO 2.<is sLsscuioeatbooondsiceneniced ialiasceaiiee | Beet 0 8 0 7 0 5 0 4 o -% Portsmouth 9 6) Lisbon.. 16 0) at 
Flanches ....... 1 9 l 6 i 3 1 0 0 9 Plymouth ... 9 6| Rotterda’ . 10 0 I 
Syphons, 2 quart , | 1 0} 14 O B65 Ot wa 6 Whitstable. vo OT Rie 13 9 
Ditto 1 quart EE Ee i ll 6 10 6 10 3 1 0! 9 6 Weymouth........... 9 0| ‘Trieste and Venice 42 ? 
_ = TZN 
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LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, 
AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
| Lesmahago), respectfully intimates to the Managers of 
Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- 
| pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 

| at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
| Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 


| required. . 

| “Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 

| and Co., Gas Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 

| 1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. 


PDICKETS’ Improved Gas Ranges of 

| every description and size may be seen in opera- 
tion at the Mannfactory, Agar-street, Strand, LONDON. 

| Lists of pricss, with engravings, forwarded free on 
application. 


GREAT EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDAL, 
AND CERTIFICATE FOR GAS METERS, 
Crass XXII., No. 424. 


| PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
| GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 
Meters, GovERNORS, EXPBRIMENTAL APPARATUS, 
Gas Stoves, LANTERNS, Iron Barrel and Fittings, 
Main Cocks, &c. &c. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
|, Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
;, in Gas Works supplied. Competent men sent into the 

Country, and References given to work done. 

| Pappon and Forp are enabled, from the successful 
| character of their workmanship and material, to 
|| guarantee the accuaracy and durability of their 
| meters, either Wet or Dry, for a stated period. 











i TO GAS COMPANIES. 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas 
Apparatus, weuld be obliged by those Companies 
having Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars. 

| And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 


apply. 
PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
: on Shortest Notice. 
STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS, 
Contracts TAKEN. 


ORGE and SAMUEL CUTLER: 
. GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 





LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
| and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
| most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 

and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Wdilky of the best 
| materials and workmanship. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


THE BRYMBO COMPANY, 


} NEAR WREXHAM, 
Manufacture Cold Blast Retorts and 
| superior quality, and also ship good gas and Steam 
' Coals at Saltney, on the River Dee, an Birkenhead, 
Brymbo Iron Works and Colliery, Nerth Wales. 


London agent, Mr. J. W. Grazebrook, 9p, Old Broad- 
street. = 


WHITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 
COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals are wrought 
from the HuTTON SEAM only, and can be shipped either 

' at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or Old Harbour, 
HARTLEPOOL; or Brandling Drops, SouTH SuIELDs; 
on application to the WHITWELL CoaL CoMPANY, 
Sunderland, 


es of a very 





ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 
0. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manufacturers 
of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that these Retorts, 
being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 
of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 
not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
| and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 

|| cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 
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Station, 


Blackburn. 
of any required | 


length, at Black- | 


Price per foot run, | 
burn. 


Thickness. 





3 Length. 
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-| 12 in. by 12in. 
«| Min. by 12in. 
16in. by 13in. 
18in. by 14in. 
- | 19in. by 13in. 
-| 20in. by I4in. 
24in. by 15in. 
15in, by 15in, 
| in. by 15in. 
-}18in, by 18 in. 
18in. by 12 in. 
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Oval Retort 




















All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 
References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLACKBURN, 





F. 


44, OXFORD-STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from “‘ ReGisTERED”’ Desicns), with GLass BRanones, &e.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-ROoMS. 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLer to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. 
a great variety of patterns, 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Roows LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 


ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


& C. OSLER, 


The more extensive use of Gas in 


e Purchasers can select from 
to which additions are being constantly made. 








NOW READY. 


OL. III. of the JOURNAL of GAS- 

LIGHTING, price 32s. 6d., bound in cloth and 

ettered. Cloth cases for om may be had at 2s. 6d. 
each, G. Hexsert, 88, Cheapside. 





By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 





MANUFACTURED BY 
WILLIAM GOWAN, 
BUCCLEUCH STREET, EDINBURGH. 

The attention of Gas Compa is respectfully di- 
rected to tHe above important in¥ention in Gas Meters. 

The well-known fraud of “ tilfieg”’’ the Meter on 
one side, to enlarge the capacity of the measuring 
chambers, or allow the gas to s unregistered, is 
entirely prevented by this velliie: which simply 
consists in placing the Outlet on thefront of the Meter, 
and inserting a Dip-tube, which immediately shuts off 
the gas the instant the Meterds thfown off its level. 

Another important advantage in this arrangement of 
the Outlet is, that the Measuring’ Wheel is entirely 
protected from frauds, by being pierced or otherwise 
tampered with. 

The above alteration of the Outlet does not in any 
way affect the present arrangement of the Fittings, this 
Meter being adapted to the Fittings at present in use. 
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SHEARS AND SONS’ 

PATENT DRY GAS METERS 
Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public as the 
best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. They are 
acknowled: ¢ to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which they apply 
their Patent Indices. 





BANKSIDE, LONDON. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, tire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and C0., \ 


GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, | 
WEDNESBURY, 
Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers | 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article | 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the || 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of || 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, | 
Orders promptly executed. 


IMPROVED 


SELF-LUBRICATING GAS VALVES, | 


Used in nearly one hundred gas works in Great Britain 

and the Continent, and are esteemed for their | 
strength, superior workmanship, non-liability todamage, | 
never sticking, oiling themselves, always working free | 
in tar, lime, or gas, never falling down, and their very | 
legible index of opening of valve—advantages only pos- 

sessed by these valves, 

SELF-REGISTERING GAUGE COLUMN 

To regulate the pressure in the Street Mains, showing 

at one glance the valve on the facing, area of the opening, 

size of pipe the gas passing will fill, and the pressure on 

the works and on the mains. This supersedes the | 
necessity of the expense of a governor for small works, 

and should be placed on the by-pass, where a governor 

is used in large works. [fT 18 NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE FOR 

THE VALVE MAN TO PUT A TOWN IN DARKNESS WITH 

THIS APPARATUS, and is a great ornament to the Valve- | 














oom. | 
IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSER. 1] 
Ensures perfect condensation with smallest weight of || 
iron, and standing on the smallest space, the whoie of || 
the parts being instantly accessible. They are in use | 
in various Gas Works, small and large, and passing 
20,000 to 600,000 cubic feet per 24 hours. 
DRY LIME AND OXIDE OF IRON PURIFIERS. | 
Perfect simplicity of action and improved Sieves, which 
are strong and very lasting, and the wires, when worn || 
out, may be replaced in an hour and a half by any handy | 
man ina gas work. The undersigned have made them, |} 
and have patterns for every size from 3 feet to 18 feet | 


square, 
GA LDERS, SCRUBBERS, Se, 
CHARLES WALKER De SONS, 
LITTLE SUTBON-STREET, LONDON, MYDrAND IRON | 
Works, TIPTON, STAFFORDSHIKB. 
Applications for Prices, &c., to be addressed to their 
London Office, as above. 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. | 
Warehoure), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 





« 
Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
ctfully informed this Tubing is now | 
any size, from inch bore and! 
t lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, | 
either with or t a spiral wire inside. 
VULCANIZEB GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up tol inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, iad IBBE or worsted, up to 100 feet. | 
Wi 


generally, are r 
manufactured , 
upwards, in 10 





VULCANIZED E, for FIRE ENGINES,| 
BREWERS’ USE, a r standing great pressures, |} 
(Rubber and Cloth combed) made to any length or |} 
size to fit the necessary s s, &e. 

VULCANIZED INDIABUBBER AIR-TIGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible || 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 

CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 

HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
SuHorT StReEt, New Cut, BLackrriars, LONDON. 

The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 

Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 





pipe. 

The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 
found very satisfactory :— 

“ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June !0, 1846, 

“*Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sively for seven years past. It was adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. 

“TI have recommended its use 
towns with which I am professi y 
have not received any plaint of its having failed in 

ct of performing satisfactorily all that is 
dense, yours respectfully, 
“‘GEDDIE P&ARSE. 
** Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 


in several provincial 
Hl ted, and 








auy res 
required of it.—I am, gen 














—————. 

































May 10, ] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. [1855. 
TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to | 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 
destroyed and entirely past repair. 
J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &¢., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of i} 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs, When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place || 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair, Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which | 
eannot happen in the above improvement. : 
J. V. feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 
| 














up to the present time. | 
The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. | 
Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c. } 
Meters sent at the lowest London prices. : Me : 
Carriage paid to any part of England, 


WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER 
| 








NEW a OF PARLIAMENT. HARRIS AND PEARSON, OSEPH BOULTON, Gas Meter } 
IES’S Gas Stoves, Ranges, and PROPRIETORS OF Manufacturer, No. 1, COPPICE-ROW, CLERK- || 

BATHS, in action for two years at the above | BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. | ENWELL, LONDON, begs to call the attention of || 
ae ‘ on Ci ae napa es the — MANUFACTURERS OF Gas ae ogo ge in eee Xl _ im- | 
principle. Gas Baths from £7, by which a warm ba | proved GAS ER, containing all the latest; 
may be obtained for 13d. Gas Cooking and Heating PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, Improvements. 1 
orate per = See ey eae arenes ee Weems, J. B. warrants all Meters to be manufactured of the || 
Testimonials at the Office, 145, RE@ENT-STREET, or . ‘ 4 . best materials -_ A ae oe bie &e., | 
t the Manufactory, Ngw-Roap, St. Pancras, near Late in the occupation of I, and W. King. being of metal. eters repaired on the lowest | 
itzroy-square. Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. terms. | 











JOSEPH CLIFF, | 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, OF ANY SIZE OR SHAPE, SUPPLIED ON SHORTEST NOTICE. 


These Retorts are used extensively in the Gas Works of Leeds, Hull, Liverpool, Bradford, Rochdale, and other towns, where they have been tested side by side with |! 
those of Stourbridge, Neweastle, and other makes, and proved themselves a superior article. 
ent Gas Engineers bear testimony that they are the BEST FINISHED AND MOST CORRECT IN FORM of anyinthe kingdom. Their surfaces are, by the peculiar | 
method of their manufacture, unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS; thus,in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to 
their interior surfaces. : 
To meet the great increase in demand, extensive enlargement of premises and the fitting up of more perfect apparatus have been effected; and gas engineers may rely 
with confidence on their orders, to any extent, being promptly and satisfactorily executed. 


N.B.—FIRE BRICKS, TILES, AND OTHER FIRE GOODS, OF UNEQUALLED QUALITY. 
C with oi and all requisite Connections, Lamp GAS VALVES. 


Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, | Gas Companies in 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and | vantages and gteat 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | numbers grein use. 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron diameter. ; 





















and CO.’s improved RASER AND SANDERSON, 
ve been adopted by numerous INVERKEITHING, manufacture and sell at |! 
and and abroad, and their ad- | moderate pi FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, || 
urity fully proved. .Very large | SEWERAG PES, and all kinds of best Fire-clay 
rices from lls. to 14s. perinch | goods. They, the ORIGINAL MAKERS of Fire-clay 
Retorts, whi ork from Two to Four years, and are 


AST-IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, RYAN DO 




































Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS ~— DonKIN and Co., y others. 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every “ ‘ Baan k a 
Seserintion of goods in woe by Ges Works, in stock, on ‘Rogineers, ne@yGrange-road, Benuoxnser. AS METER MANUFACTORY, 
wholesale prices, at ; a ee . 66, Snow-hill, London. 

LYNCH warte's, @ oe! ©. GAS MAN ’ RER. 

Old Wharf, Upper Ground-street, RGE B gn 05, F impro Au Surtte wy Png 
LONDON. - oe paVU R, can oundry, and which has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
7 rt &. et re = we, glad 4 Pasa coves Pateft, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
ans, Specification®, and Tenders, for the lighting of | dered certa the introduction of the adjusting 
JAMES OAKES and co., Towns, Manufactories, and Private Houses with Gas. slide and h no hy whereby a Perfect Weter Level 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, References cau be given to both private and public | is readily oftained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
AND works. ; . possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, CITY ROAD, His Patent Combined Apparatus, which forms the | creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
LON . Hydraulic Main, Condenser, Scrubber, and Purifier, in | great desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Compani@@gnd the public, | one vessel, is especially adapted for works up to 100 | Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
that they keep in stock in Lon al CASTINGS | lights. : pean . : bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
in general use in Gas and er ks, including His patent ridged, ow rib-bottomed retort is applica- | by powerfal machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
best cold-blast iron Retorts, Socket Flange Pipes | ble to works of any magnitude, the object of which is | or yalvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphongygic.; also Lamp | to carbonise more rapidjy than by the ordinary flat- | best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 

Columns of different patterns. bi bottomed retort. : in the gas. 
London Agent, Mr. ALFRED NY, Engineer, Manufacture of Gasholdets, Gas Meters, Gas Cooking Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 









WenLock Iron Works, Whar; 
who undertakes the mauufacture 
holders, purifiers, iron roofs, 


d, Ciry-roap, | and Heating Stoves, and all Apparatus connected with | hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 

erection of as-f | Gas-Lighting. vs ment assured. 

ery description o N.B.—The Combined App: 4 ig Beets will be Station Meters, Governors, &c¢.,made on the shortest 
te * -& 








sold separately, if required. notice. 


HULETT AND CO,, 55 ann se, HIGH HOLBORN, 
. PK S and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 


D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 

by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 

Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 

Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed and enclosing two postage stamps. | 
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